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EPA to Propose Final Cleanup Plan December 2010
This fact sheet is to update the community on the site status and let you know  

that EPA plans to present its Proposed Plan for Cleanup later this year.

The Pacific Coast Pipeline Site (PCPL), known locally as the 
Texaco Site, is a 56-acre site located just east of the City of 
Fillmore in Ventura County, California.  It operated as a 

petroleum refinery until 1950 and a crude oil pumping station until 
2000.  In 2004, all of the Site’s remaining facilities, including all 
storage tanks, were removed.  The property is currently owned by 
Chevron, which merged with Texaco in 2001 and is conducting 
cleanup activities under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Superfund Program.  These cleanup activities are the last step 
in making the property ready for reuse.

Current Status
Investigations and cleanup have been occurring on the Site 
since 1983.  Currently the EPA has found low levels of a few 
contaminants, including lead and petroleum compounds, in the 
shallow soil on the Site.  In addition, monitoring has showed that 
the plume of groundwater contaminated with benzene is stable, 
meaning that the area it covers has stayed the same size over the 
years.  This has been because the benzene at the edges of the plume 
is consumed and destroyed by bacteria in the groundwater.  Fillmore 
does not use the groundwater from this area; municipal drinking 
water wells are down gradient of the site and are not threatened.  
The contamination found on Site today does not pose an immediate 
health threat but it is at concentrations that require cleanup for 
future development of the property.

EPA is completing its evaluation of cleanup options for both the 
soil and groundwater and will notify the public when it is ready to 
propose which cleanup options it prefers.  EPA expects to have this 
Proposed Plan complete by December 2010. 

Public Opportunity for 
Participation
There will be a 30-day period for a Public Comment on the 
Proposed Plan. This is an opportunity for anyone to comment on 
the proposed cleanup plan and other alternatives evaluated for the 
Site.  During this period EPA will also conduct a formal Public 
Meeting in Fillmore, and the public will have a chance to give oral 
comments to the EPA.  The site Administrative Record, which is a 
file with all documents EPA used in developing the Proposed Plan, 
will also be available for review.

Past Site Cleanup Activities
In 1983 Texaco conducted a soil assessment and began groundwater 
monitoring at the site.  In 1986, the State of California directed 
Texaco to remove 38,000 tons of waste and contaminated soil 
from the main waste pit and other disposal areas.  In 1993, under 
the direction of EPA, a pump and treat system that extracted 
groundwater to the surface and removed contaminants started 
operating.  The primary contaminant in the groundwater is 
benzene.  Because of the pump and treat system, concentrations of 
benzene dropped more than 90% (from 5,800 ppb to 390 ppb) in 
ten years. This system was turned off in 2002 after EPA determined 
that the system was unable to remove any more benzene.  Because 
the remaining benzene concentrations continue to be above 
safe drinking water standards (1 ppb), EPA has been evaluating 
other options for cleaning up the benzene that remains in the 
groundwater.
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Site Repository
Reports, fact sheets and many other 
documents related to PCPL can be 
found at the Ventura County Libraries’ 
Fillmore Branch.

Fillmore Branch Library 
502 Second Street
Fillmore, CA 93015 
(805) 524-3355

Hours: Mon & Tue 2 - 7
 Wed 10 - 5
 Thurs - Sat 12 - 5

EPA Contacts
For more information, please refer to EPA’s website on the PCPL Superfund Site at: 
www.epa.gov/region09/pacificcoastpipeline

To learn more about Superfund, EPA’s program to clean up the nation’s 
uncontrolled hazardous waste sites, please refer to the website: 
www.epa.gov/superfund

To be placed on the PCPL Site mailing list, and ensure you 
receive the Proposed Plan and updates when available, please 
contact the following:

Holly Hadlock
Project Manager
US EPA, Region 9 (SFD 8-2)
75 Hawthorne St.
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 972-3171
hadlock.holly@epa.gov

Alejandro Díaz (Spanish Speaker)
Community Involvement Coordinator
US EPA, Region 9 (SFD 6-3)
75 Hawthorne St.
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 972-3242
diaz.alejandro@epa.gov

United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street (SFD-6-3)
San Francisco, CA  94105
Attn: Alejandro Díaz (PCPL 10/10)
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