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EPA to begin field work to investigate
groundwater quality in Alhambra

Monitoring is part of Superfund groundwater cleanup program
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Figure 1: Planned
Fieldwork - Locations of
proposed groundwater
monitoring wells
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As part of its ongoing effort to investigate and clean up groundwater and to protect the public
health in San Gabriel Valley, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will drill four wells this fall
to study the extent of groundwater contamination in the Alnambra area. This project will not affect
your drinking water or expose people living or working near the drilling sites to contaminated
water or to hazardous chemicals. This fact sheet informs you of our planned activities and describes
EPA's investigation and cleanup of groundwater contamination in Area 3 of the San Gabriel Valley
Superfund sites, in the City of Alhambra and surrounding communities.

Continued on pg. 2
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San Gabriel Valley Area 3 Groundwater
Monitoring Well Installation Project

Work schedules. EPA plans to drill four wells
in the City of Alhambra, one at a time on Front )
Street, Fourth Street, Cordova Street, and E. Community Open House
Alhambra Road (see Figure 1). Each well will take EPA representatives will be available to answer
approximately three to four weeks to complete. The | auestions and describe the Superfund process
drilling crew will generally work between the hours f‘nnoci éh;e;gﬁn'g’lggg e"vfcl)'n']ls,ta”a“on projectin
of 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, but in order to finish the job ' '
as quickly as possible, may work up to 24 hours per Thursday, October 3, 2002

day at times, primarily on weekends.
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Staff and equipment on site. To ensure public
safety, EPA will employ health-and safety-trained
drilling technicians and the drilling sites will be 111 South First Street. Alhambra
patrolled during non-working hours. The four- ’
person drilling crew will use a truck-mounted

Alhambra City Hall, main lobby

Continued on pg. 9

For More Information

EPA provides general information on the Superfund Program, as well as copies of fact sheets and
technical documents on the San Gabriel Valley Operable Units, at the locations below.

Superfund Records Center

95 Hawthorne Street, Room 403 (SFD-7C)
San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 536-2000

West Covina Library Rosemead Library
1601 West Covina Parkway 8800 Valley Boulevard
West Covina, CA 91790 Rosemead, CA 91770
(626) 962-3541 (626) 573-5220

Information is also available on EPA’s web sites at http://www.epa.gov (EPA Headquarters home page), http://
www.epa.gov/region09 (EPA Region 9 home page), and http://yosemite.epa.gov/r9/sfund/overview.nsf/
(Superfund site overviews). Documents and Web pages are generally in English only.

Contacts

EPA cleanup work: Don Hodge, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator: (415) 972-3240

EPA Toll-free (English and Spanish) Community Involvement Office message line: (800) 231-3075
Viethamese and Chinese: (626) 570-5011

Well installation: Ali Cayir, Alhambra City Engineer: (626) 570-3284

Media: Mark Merchant, EPA Southern California Press Officer: (415) 947-4297
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Proyecto de Instalacion de Pozos de Monitoreo del Agua
Subterranea del Area 3 del Valle de San Gabiriel

Horario de trabajo. EPA planea perforar 4 pozos

en la ciudad de Alhambra, uno a la vez, en las calles Exposicion Informativa

Front, Fourth, Cordova y East Alhnambra (véase Figura Para la Comunidad

1). Cada pozo durara aproximadamente 3 a 4 semanas

para completar. Los contratistas trabajaran Representantes de la EPA estaran disponibles para

contestar su preguntas y para describir el proceso
del Programa Superfondo y el proyecto de la
instalacién de pozos de monitoreo en mas detalle.

generalmente entre las horas de 7:00 a.m. a 4:00 p.m.,
pero para acabar los mas rapido posible, pueden

trabajar hasta 24 horas al dia, primariamente en los iPor favor, venga!
fines de semana.

Personal y equipo en el sitio. Para asegurar la Jueves, 3 de Octubre 2002
seguridad del publico EPA usara técnicos de 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.
perforacion entrenados en metodos de saldd y Palacio Municipal de la Ciudad de

seguridad y los sitios estaran patrullados durante las
horas que no se trabaje. El equipo de 4 personas usaran _
una plataforma de perforacién montada en troca para 111 First Street, Alhambra

Para Mas Informacion

EPA proporciona informacion general sobre el Programa Superfundo y copias de hojas informativas y
documentos técnicos sobre las unidades de operacion del Valle de San Gabriel en los siguientes
locales:

Alhambra, pasillo principal

Superfund Records Center

95 Hawthorne Street, Room 403 (SFD-7C)
San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 536-2000

West Covina Library Rosemead Library
1601 West Covina Parkway 8800 Valley Boulevard
West Covina, CA 91790 Rosemead, CA 91770
(626) 962-3541 (626) 573-5220

Puede encontrar informacion las pajinas del red de la EPA en: http://www.epa.gov (pagina principal de la
oficina central de EPA), http://www.epa.gov/region09 (pagina central de la Regién 9 de EPA), http://
yosemite.epa.gov/r9/sfund/overview.nsf/ (vision de conjunto de sitios del Superfondo). Documentos y péjinas
del web generalmente son solo en inglés.

Contactos

Trabajo de limpieza de EPA: Don Hodge, Coordinador del Participacién Comunitaria (inglés): (415) 972-3240.
EPA llamandas gratuitas (inglés y espafiol) a linea de mensaje de la oficina de participacion communitaria:

(800) 231-3075

Vietnamita y chino: (626) 570-5011

Instalacion de pozo: Ali Cayir, Ingeniero de la Ciudad de Alhambra (inglés): (626) 570-3284

Medios de comunicacién: Mark Merchant, Oficial de Prensa de EPA del sur de California (inglés): (415) 947-4297
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instalar los pozos. Para reducir al minimo la
interrupcion, mantas para reducir ruido estaran
redeando la localizacion de perforacion y barreras de
seguridad protejeran a ciclistas, peatones, conductores y
nifios (véase la foto, ultima pagina). EPA no anticipa
inconveniencias con vibraciones de tierra. Por favor
[lamenos a los numeros de telefono notados en la pagina
3 si tiene preguntas.

Resultados. Al terminar construccion de los pozos
EPA tomara las primeras muestras del agua subterranea
de los pozos y continuara tomando muestras cada 4
meses por lo menos 2 afios. EPA tendré los resultados
disponibles para el publico, junto con otros documentos
del proyecto, en las bibliotecas nombrados en la pag. 3.

Contaminacion del Agua Subterranea en
el Valle

El proyecto de los pozos de monitoreo del Area 3 es
parte de un esfuerzo mas grande para proteger el
abastecimiento de agua del Valle de San Gabriel. El
acuifero de la cuenca de San Gabriel proporciona
aproximadamente 90% del abastecimiento de agua
doméstica para mas de un million de residentes del Valle
de San Gabriel. En 1984 la extensiva contaminacion de
la de agua subterranea con quimicos industriales incité la
EPA de los EE UU agregar 4 areas en el Valle de San
Gabriel (Areas 1 a 4) a la Lista Nacional de Prioridades
de los sitios de desechos mas contaminados del pais. El
Area 3 incluye partes de las ciudades de Alhambra, San
Gabriel, Temple City, San Marino, South Pasadena y
Rosemead. La contaminacion del agua subterranea es el
resultado de décadas de uso y practicas de la disposicion
que lanzaron compuestos organicos volatiles (VOCs) en
la tierra y el agua subterranea. Se utilizan cominmente
VOC:s en la limpieza en seco, el pelar de pintura, el
chapado de metal, y el desengrasar de maquinaria. Los
contaminantes encontrados en el Area 3 incluyen los
VOC:s tricloroetileno (TCE) y tetrachloroethylene
(PCE).

Aungue hay contaminacion, los surtidores del agua
del Valle de San Gabriel continGian proveiendo agua
limpia a los clientes, cerrando pozos en areas

¢ Esta segura mi agua ’ Cm 3

potable?

][]

iSil Toda el agua N

potable proporcionada por G utilidades
de agua en el Valle de San Gabriel cumple
con los estandares federales y estatuales
del agua potable.

aen

contaminadas, con tratamiento de limpieza para quitar
los contaminantes, mezclando el agua para alcanzar
estandares del agua potable, y obteniendo el agua de
vecinos surtidores o de utilidades.

Investigacion Correctiva y Estudio de
Viabilidad del Area 3

Después de agregar los sitios del Valle de San
Gabriel a la Lista Nacional de Prioridades, EPA
comenzd un esfuerzo que se llama la Investigacion
Correctiva/Estudio de Viabilidad (RI/FS) para
determinar el tipo y la extension de la contaminacion de
la tierra y el agua subterranea y el potencial para el dafio
al publico, para identificar fuentes de contaminacion,
para desarrollar un plan de prioridades de limpieza, y
para desarrollar alternativos para limpiar la
contaminacion.

EPA comenz6 el RI/FS para el Area 3 en 1999 y
ahora esta buscando fuentes de contaminacién por todo
el area. Varias compafiias han completado pruebas de gas
de la tierra y estan comenzando pruebas del agua
subterranea para determinar el potencial para la
contaminacién del agua debajo de sus instalaciones. El
paso siguiente, segun notado arriba, es instalar los pozos
de monitoreo del agua subterranea para colectar datos
que determinaran el grado de la contaminacion y la
relacion a las fuentes sospechadas en el area. EPA, en
cooperacion con la ciudad de Alhambra continuara
trabajando para asegurar la proteccion del agua
subterranea vy la proteccion del pablico del Valle de San
Gabriel.
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Chidng trinh dao gi€éng ki€m tra nudc ngim
tai Vung 3 Thung Lung San Gabriel

Lich trinh dy 4n. EPA dy dinh khoan b6n gi€ng nuéc
& thanh phd Alhambra, tirng gi€ng mot theo thit tu &
dudng Front Street, Fourth Street, Cordova Street, va
E. Alhambra Road (Xem Hinh 1). Mdi gi€ng dao s& mat
tir khodng ba téi bon tuan d€ hoan tat. Poi dao giéng sé&
lam viéc trung binh tir 7 gi® sdng t6i 7 gid 81, nhung vi
cAn phai hoan tit cong viéc cang s6m cang tot, ddi khi
ho c6 thé phdi lam viéc sudt 24 gi mdt ngay, nhat 1a
vao cdc ngay cudi tudn. Chuong trinh dao gieng kiem tra
nusc ngam tai Vung 3 Thung Lung San Gabriel

Nhan vién va thi€t bi tai cong trudng. PE ddm
bdo an toan cho dan cu, EPA sé thué cdc ky thuat
vién khoan gi€ng da dugc hudn luyén vé an toan va
sttc khée va cdc dia di€m khoan gi€ng sé& dugc canh
phong ngoai gid 1am viéc. Todn khoan gi€ng gém
bén ngudi s& dung thi€'t bi khoan gin vao xe tdi dé

DP6n ti€p tai Nha Sinh Hoat Cong Pong

Céc dai dién ctia EPA sé& sdn sang gidi dip nhitng
thic mic v a trinh bay k§ hon vé ti€n trinh
Superfund va du 4n dao gi€ng ki€m tra. Mdi quy
vi téi tham duy!

Tht Nam, ngay 3 thang Mudi, 2002
6 gid 30 tdi t6i 8 gid 30 toi
Alhambra City Hall, khu sanh chinh
(main lobby)

111 South First Street, Alhambra

P& Biét Thém Chi Tiét

day.

(415) 536-2000

West Covina Library

1601 West Covina Parkway
West Covina, CA 91790
(626) 962-3541

biing Anh ng.
Lién lac

Nha): (800) 231-3075
Ti€ng Viét va ti€ng Hoa: (626) 570-5011

EPA cung cap dif kién tdng quat vé Chuong Trinh Superfund, ciing nhu céc tJ thong tin va ban tai liéu ky
thuat vé C4c Ban Piéu Hanh San Gabriel Valley (San Gabriel Valley Operable Units) tai cdc dia diém sau

Superfund Records Center
95 Hawthorne Street, Room 403 (SFD-7C)
San Francisco, CA 94105

Quy Vi ciing ¢6 thé tim hi€u thém trén cdc trang mang ludi dién todn ctia EPA tai http://www.epa.gov (trang chii clia
Van Phong Trung TAm EPA), http://www.epa.gov/region09 (trang chii cia EPA Viing 9), va http://yosemite.epa.gov/
19/sfund/overview.nsf/ (khdi quat vé dia di€m Superfund). Céc tailiéu va trang mang Iu6i dién todn thudng chi c6

Cong viéc 1am sach ctia EPA: Don Hodge, Piéu Phi Vién Cong Pong Tham Gia ctia EPA (ti€ng Anh): (415) 972-
3240 Pudng diy nhin tin Mién phi cho Vin Phong Cong Pong Tham Gia clia EPA (ti€ng Anh va tiéng TAy Ban

DPao gi€ng: Ali Cayir, K§ Su Thanh Phd Alhambra (ti€ng Anh): (626) 570-3284
Truyén thong: Mark Merchant, Nhin Vién Bdo Chi EPA Khu Vyc Phia Nam California (ti€ng Anh): (415) 947-4297

Rosemead Library

8800 Valley Boulevard

Rosemead, CA 91770
(626) 573-5220
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dit gi€ng. D€ gidm thi€u ti€ng dong d€n khu din cu,
chiing t6i s& rao xung quanh khu vuc khoan gi€ng bing
nhitng tAm mén gidm thanh, va sé& dit cac dau hiéu luu
thong d€ bdo ddm an toan cho nhitng ngudi 14i xe hdi, di
xe dap, di bd hoidc tré em (xem hinh trang mit sau). EPA
(chiing t6i) du dodn 1a mly dao gi€ng xuyén qua dudng
s& khong 1am chin dong khu vuc. N&u quy vi c6 thic
mic gi, thi xin lién lac véi ching toi tai s6 dién thoai

G trang 5.

Thanh qua. EPA sé& thi thé chit nudc gi€ng ngay
sau khi cdc gi€ng nudc mdi duge hoan tat, va s€ ti€p tuc
thit thé chi't nu6c mdi bon thdng, trong vong it nhat 12 hai
nim. EPA s& cung cap cho cdng ching két qua xét
nghiém thé chi't nudc va cic tai liéu lién quan dén dy 4n
nay tai dia chi cdc thu vién & trang 5.

O Nhiém Nudc Ngdm & viing Valley

Dv 4n dao gi€ng nudc ding dé thir thé chat nu6c
ngam trong Viing 3 12 mot phan nhd clia chuong trinh bdo
vé& ngudn nudc udng cung cip cho San Gabriel Valley.
Mach nuéc ngdm trong luu virc San Gabriel cung cAp
khodng 90% ngudn nu6c udng trong viing cho hon mot
triéu dan cu § ving San Gabriel Valley. Nam 1984,
ngudn nudc ngdm & nhiém bdi cdc hod chit cong nghiép
lan rong, va khi€n cho Co Quan Bdo Vé Moi Sinh Hoa
Ky (EPA) phai dua bdn viing & San Gabriel Valley (Viing
1 t6i 4) 1én Danh Sach Uu Tién Quéc Gia cda nhitng
viing 6 nhiém ddc hai nhat trong nudc. Viing 3 nim trong
céc thanh phd Alhambra, San Gabriel, Temple City, San
Marino, South Pasadena, va Rosemead. Sy 6 nhiém nudc
ngam 13 k&t qua clia viéc x{ Iy va x4 chat thdi sau nhiéu
thap nién, lam cdc hgp chat hitu co dé€ bay hdi (hay con
goi 12 VOC), ngdm vao trong dit va nudc ngdm. Cic
hdp chat hitu co d& bay hoi (VOC) thudng dugc ding dé
giit kho, tdy son, ma kim loai, va tdy nhdn mdy méc.
Céc chat 6 nhiém dudc tim thd'y & Ving 3 bao gbm
trichloroethylene (TCE) va tetrachloroethylene (PCE)
cia VOC.

Mic dit ¢6 sy 6 nhiém, cdc nha cung cip nuéc & San
Gabriel Valley van ti€p tuc cung cAp nu6c sach cho
khach hang bing cdach déng cdc gi€ng & nhitng viing bi 6
nhiém, x{t Iy nudc d€ loai bd cdc chi't 6 nhiém, pha tron
nudc dé dap tng cic tiéu chuin vé nudc udng, va l1ay
nudc tlr cdc nha cung cAp hoic cdc hing dién nuéc &
vung lan can.

NuGc udng cla tdi céan &

toan khong? @
£ . a
CO! Toan bd nuée udng do a

céc hiang cung cAp nudc &

Alhambra va cdc cong ddong  khac clia San
Gabriel Valley cung cip déu ddp tng dudc cic
tiéu chudn vé nudc udng cia Ti€u Bang va
Lién Bang.

Nghién Cttu Vé Tinh Kha Thi Va Kiém Tra
Stra Chira Vung 3

Sau khi dua tén cidc vung San Gabriel Valley vao
Danh Sdch Uu Tién Qudc Gia, EPA bit diu nghién citu,
goi 12 Cudc Nghién Cttu V& Tinh Kha Thi/Ki€m Tra Stra
Chita (RI/FS) d€ x4c dinh tinh chat va mic dd 6 nhiém
trong dat va mach nuSc ngim, tim hi€u dé trinh tai hai
sttc khde cho dan chiing, tim ngudn goc clia sy & nhiém,
va 1ap k& hoach trén toan luu vic dé dinh ra cdc ndi can
vu tién 1am sach trudc, va soan thdo cdc k& hoach khic
dé 1am sach ving 6 nhiém.

Nim 1999, EPA bit diu cudc nghién cttu RI/FS cho
Viing 3, va hién nay vin dang ti€p tuc tim ki€ém ngudn
gdc cla sy 6 nhiém trong toan viing. Mot sd co s&
thuong mai trong viing da hoan t't ki€m tra khi dot trong
1ong di't va bat dau ki€m tra nudc ngdm dé xac dinh
nguy cd 6 nhiém nudc ngdm & dusi céc co s clia ho.
Giai doan k€& ti€p 1a du 4n dudc trinh bay & diy, gdbm
viéc dao cic gi€ng nudc d€ thit nghiém nudc ngdm va
ki€m sodt mitc dd 6 nhiém, ddng thdi tim hi€u sy lién
quan giita sy 6 nhiém tai viing nay vé6i cic ngudn goc 6
nhiém dang duéi sy diéu tra hién thdi. Vi su hop tic clia
Thanh Pho Alhambra, EPA s& c¢6 ging ddm bdo an toan
cho ngudn nudc ngdm va bio vé sitc khde cho cic cu dan
trong ving San Gabriel Valley.
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Superfund Records Center

95 Hawthorne Street, Room 403 (SFD-7C)
San Francisco, CA 94105

(415)536-2000

West Covina Library Rosemead Library
1601 West Covina Parkway 8800 Valley Boulevard
West Covina, CA 91790 Rosemead, CA 91770
(626)962-3541 (626)573-5220
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EPA ;EI2 T {E : Don Hodge - EPA #E£E81785 8 (Community Involvement Coordinator) (Z25E) : (415) 972-3240
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HUFEREANERE © (626) 570-5011

EVRIHZE © Ali Cayir - Alhambra City TF28 (:E) : (626) 570-3284

{#E2 - Mark Merchant - EPA FgIIINETRIZ (T (Southern California Press Officer) (Z25E8) : (415) 947-4297
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From page 2

drilling rig to install the wells. To minimize disrup-
tion to the neighborhood, sound-reducing blankets
will enclose the drilling location and safety barriers
and traffic cones will ensure the safety of drivers,
cyclists, pedestrians, and children (see photo, back
page). EPA does not expect any disturbance from
ground vibrations. Please contact us at the numbers
listed on page 2 if you have any questions.

Results. EPA will take the first samples of
groundwater from the new wells once the wells are
completed and about every four months thereafter
for at least two years. EPA will make the results of
the groundwater sampling available to the public,
along with other project documents, at the libraries
listed on page 2.

Groundwater Contamination in the Valley

The Area 3 monitoring well project is part of a
larger effort to protect the water supply of the San
Gabriel Valley. The San Gabriel Basin aquifer
provides approximately 90% of the domestic water
supply for more than one million residents of the
San Gabriel Valley. In 1984, widespread pollution
of the underground water source by industrial
chemicals prompted the United States Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) to add four areas in the
San Gabriel Valley (Areas 1 through 4) to the Na-
tional Priorities List of the country’s most hazardous
waste sites. Area 3 includes parts of the cities of
Alhambra, San Gabriel, Temple City, San Marino,
South Pasadena, and Rosemead. The groundwater
contamination is the result of decades of handling
and disposal practices which released volatile organic
compounds, or VOC:s, into the soil and groundwa-
ter. VOCs are commonly used in dry cleaning,
paint stripping, metal plating, and machinery
degreasing. Contaminants found in Area 3 include
the VOC:s trichloroethylene (TCE) and tetrachloro-
ethylene (PCE).

Despite the contamination, water suppliers in
the San Gabriel Valley continue to provide custom-

Is my drinking o
water safe? @
Yes! All drinking water

provided by water utilities in G Alhambra

and other San Gabriel Valley communities

meets current Federal and State drinking
water standards.

e

ers with clean water by shutting down wells in
contaminated areas, treating water to remove con-
taminants, blending water to meet drinking water
standards, and obtaining water from neighboring
suppliers or utilities.

Area 3 Remedial Investigation and
Feasibility Study

After adding the San Gabriel Valley sites to the
National Priorities List, EPA began investigation
efforts, called the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility
Study (RI/FS), to determine the nature and extent
of soil and groundwater contamination and the
potential for harm to the public, to identify sources
of contamination, to develop a basin-wide plan to
set cleanup priorities, and to develop alternatives for
cleaning up the contamination.

EPA began the RI/FS for Area 3 in 1999 and is
currently searching for sources of contamination
throughout the area. Several area businesses have
completed soil gas testing and are beginning
groundwater testing to determine the potential for
contamination of groundwater beneath their facili-
ties. The next step, as noted above, is to install
groundwater monitoring wells to collect data to help
assess the extent of the contamination and its rela-
tionship to suspected sources in the area. With the
cooperation of the City of Alhambra, EPA is work-
ing to ensure the continued safety of the groundwa-
ter resource and to protect the public health in the
San Gabriel Valley.




Figure 2: Typical Well Installation Site
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MAILING COUPON

If you did not receive this fact sheet in the mail and would like to be included on the mailing list
to receive future mailings about the Area 3 portion of the San Gabriel Valley Superfund Sites, please
fill out the coupon below and return to: Don Hodge, USEPA Region 9, 75 Hawthorne St, SFD-3,
San Francisco, CA 94105.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

FAX:

EMAIL:

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION:

OPTIONAL ITEMS:

You may also provide the above information via email to:

hodge.don@epamail.epa.gov
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