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EPA Signs Record of Decision
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has selected a cleanup alternative for contaminated soil ARVIN, CA

and groundwater at Brown & Bryant Superfund site in
Arvin, California. On November 8, 1993 EPA signed
a Record of Decision (ROD) for the site. The ROD
describes EPA’s planned cleanup remedy for the Brown
& Bryant site. '

EPA’s selected cleanup remedy includes consolida-
tion of contaminated soil on the southern portion of the
site, installation of a multilayered cap on the southern
. portion and a basic cap on the remainder of the site, and

extraction from-the shallowest groundwater, with treat-

ment and reinjection of the treated groundwater.

SITEBACKGROUND

The Brown & Bryant facility in Arvin was an agricul-
tural chemical distributor from 1960 to 1988. Acciden-
tal spillage-and inadequate disposal methods during this
time caused soil and groundwater contamination. In

1984, the State of California issued an order to Brown

& Bryant to investigate the scope of the contamination
problem. Throughout the 1980s, the state directed
Brown & Bryant to address soil contamination.

- In October 1989, the site was placed on the
Superfund National Priorities List (NPL). The NPL is
the list of sites nationwide that are eligible for funding
forinvestigationand cleanup under the federal Superfund
program. Since 1990, EPA has been conducting site
investigations and cleanup activities in accordance with
Superfund procedures.
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Figure 1: Map of the Brown and Bryant Site

DESCRIPTION OF CLEANUP ACTIVITIES

EPA identified several potential cleanup alterna-
tives for the soil and groundwater contamination prob-
lems at Brown & Bryant. A detailed description of these
alternatives can be found in the Brown & Bryant Pro-
posed Plan and the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility
Study available for review at the Beale Memorial Library.

in Bakersfield, CA. The methods chosen to address

both the shallowest groundwater ‘and soil contamina-
tion at Brown & Bryant are described below.




AResource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)-
type cap will be placed on the southern portion of the site
containing the sump and the waste pond, and a basic cap
will be placed on the remaining property. Soil contain-
_ing the pesticide dinoseb in excess of health-based
standards will be consolidated on the southern acre of
the site under the RCRA cap. The amount to be
excavated and consolidated is relatively small, since the
majority of the contaminated soil is already located in
the southern portion of the site. The contaminated soil
in the southern portion of the site will not be moved
prior to placement of the cap. Included in the remedy
is an injection and extraction system that would flush the
A-zone groundwater and treat it using either UV/Oxida-
tion, Granulated Activated Carbon (GAC) prior to
reinjection, or both. -

The final remedy is slightly different from the pre-
 ferred remedy described in the. Brown & Bryant Pro-
posed Plan. Based on comments EPA received during
the public comment period, the GAC Treatment will be
evaluated to replace, or to be used in addition to, UV/
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Oxidation for treatment of the extracted water. Either
technology will be designed to treat or remove contami-
nation from the extracted groundwater, restoring it to
drinking water standards before reinjection.

Opportunities for Public Involvement

EPA will continue to maintain contact with the
Brown & Bryant Superfund site community during
the remedial design and remediation activities. Pe- -
riodic fact sheets and news releases will be issued at
benchmark times to describe progress at the site.
Community meetings may be held as needed and
community interviews will be conducted to update
the site’s Community Relations Plan. The Commu-
nity Relations Coordinator, Angeles Herrera, should
be the primary point of contact for public inquiry.
She can be reached directly by calling (415) 744-
2183 or through the EPA toll free line (800) 231-
3075. '
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How EPA Selected These Cleanup Actions

EPA selected the cleanup methods for addressing
groundwater and soil contamination based on several
factors, including the ability to protect human health
and the environment, compliance with state and federal
standards, cost effectiveness of the remedy, and state
and community acceptance. EPA invited the public to
comment on Brown & Bryant’s Feasibility Study and
EPA’s Proposed Cleanup Plan during a 60-day public
comment period (June 25 through August 25, 1993).
During this period, community members from the Arvin
area were invited to attend a public meeting to ask
questions and comment on these documents.
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A summary of comments and EPA’s responses can
be found in the Responsiveness Summary. This docu-
ment is part of the Record of Decision (ROD) and is
located in the reference section of the Beale Memorial

Library in Bakersfield, CA.
Next Steps

Now the ROD has been approved, EPA will begin
the Remedial Design stage. During the Remedial Design
stage, technical drawings and specifications are devel-
oped for the cleanup alternative selected in the ROD.
After this stage is complete, actual construction of the
cleanup alternative will begin (Remedial Action).
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Community Relations Activities Occ‘ur Throughout the Superfund Process

* THIS FS IS FOR THE SURFACE AND SUBSURFACE SOIL AND SHALLOWEST GROUNDWATER (THE FIRST OPERABLE UNIT)
N SE’TEVBER 1992, EPA STARTED THE RI FOR THE DEEPER GROUNDWATER (THE SECOND OPERABLE UNIT).
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For More Information

_ If you have questions about the Superfund cleanup at Brown & Bryant, please call or write EPA's Community Relations
Coordinator forthe site:

AngelesHerrera
U.S.EPA, Region 9
75 Hawthome Street (H-1-1)
San Francisco, CA 94105
415/744-2183

You may also call EPA’s toll-free Superfund hotline and leave amessage. Your call will be retumed.
Thehotline numberis: 800/ 231 -3075.

Documents for the Brown and Bryant Superfund Site are located in the information repository at:

Kem CountyLibrary _ Beale Memorial Library
123 “A" St. _ : 701 Truxtun Ave.
Arvin,CA 93203 - Bakersfieid, CA 93301
(805) 854-5934 . (805)231-3075
: . . (Administrative Record)
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