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In 1980, after finding organic chemical contamina-
tion in the groundwater of the San Gabriel Valley, the
California Department of Health Services (DHS) re-
quested that all major water purveyors using ground-
water conduct tests for the presence of certain
industrial chemicals in the water they were serving. The
results of testing revealed the presence of volatile
organic compound (VOC) contamination in the
groundwater of the San Fernando Valley. The primary
contaminants of concern were and are the solvents
trichloroethylene (TCE) and perchloroethylene (PCE),
widely used in the variety of industries including: dry
cleaning, metal plating, and machinery degreasing.

In 1984, EPA proposed four sites within the San
Fernando Valley for inclusion on the National Priorities
List (NPL). In 1986 the sites were added to the list. Each
site boundary encompasses an area in which produc-
tion wells produced groundwater containing concen-
trations of TCE and PCE above state and federal
standards in 1984. The four NPL sites in the San

Fernando Valley are the North Hollywood, Crystal
Springs, Verdugo, and Pollock sites; also referred to as
San Fernando Valley areas 1, 2, 3, and 4, respectively.
EPA is managing the four sites as one large site. The
San Fernando Valley Study Area includes the four sites
as listed on the NPL and adjacent areas where con-
tamination has or may have migrated. The basinwide
RI Report for the San Fernando Valley Study Area will
be completed soon. Groundwater wells installed by
EPA as part of the basinwide RI are routinely sampled
to continue to monitor the nature and extent of the
groundwater contamination in the San Fernando
Valley.

EPA has previously signed record of decision
documents for two OUs in the San Fernando Valley:
the North Hollywood OU (1987) and the Burbank OU
(1989). The North Hollywood OU Interim remedy is
currently operating and the Burbank OU is in the
remedial design phase. In the Glendale Study area.

(continued on page 3)

BACKGROUND ON THE GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION

IN THE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY

    Glendale Design Plan, from page 1

called vapor phase granular activated carbon (GAC)
to ensure that all air emissions meet application stan-
dards. The exact number and location of these new
wells and air stripping units would be determined
during the remedial design phase of the project. After
treatment to remove VOCs, the water would be
blended with an alternative drinking water source to
meet the drinking water standard for nitrate, if neces-
sary. The water would then be conveyed to the City
of Glendale for distribution thorough its public water
supply system. As a contingency, if the City of Glen-
dale does not accept any or all of the treated water,
any remaining portion of water would be reinjected
into the aquifer. The total duration of the remedy
would be 15 years and would include provisions for
continued groundwater monitoring.

The Glendale study area is in the vicinity of one of
the four San Fernando Valley NPL sites and includes
two portions of the aquifer where high concentrations
of contaminants have been identified: the North
Plume and the South Plume. The Glendale North OU
includes adjacent areas where contamination is
known or believed to have migrated. EPA conducted
a remedial investigation (RI) that characterized the
nature and extent of contamination in the Glendale
study area. In January 1992, the RI was completed
and a feasibility study (FS) was undertaken for the

Glendale North OU which evaluated a range of
cleanup alternatives for addressing the contaminated
groundwater.

In addition to describing the alternatives consid-
ered in the Glendale North FS report, including EPA’s
preferred alternative, this fact sheet describes the
history of the site, explains the federal Superfund
program, and indicates opportunities for public partici-
pation. In addition, a glossary of terms that appear in
BOLD letters is found on page 13. This proposed plan
highlights key information from the RI and FS reports but
is not substitute for these documents. Both the RI and
FS reports are available for review at the five informa-
tion repositories identified on page 14. While EPA has
identified a preferred alternative based on available
information, the Agency has not yet made a final
decision on what remedy to implement. Changes to
the preferred alternative or a change from the pro-
posed alternative to another alternative may be
made if public comments or additional data indicate
that such a change would better achieve the cleanup
goals for the site. The community is encouraged to
participate in EPA’s remedy selection process by
commenting on all of the alternatives included in the
Glendale North FS report, including the preferred
alternative.
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    Background, from page 2

EPA has identified two OUs: the Glendale North OU
and the Glendale South OU. All of these OUs represent
discrete, interim cleanups currently in progress through-
out the eastern portion of the San Fernando Valley. All
remedial actions established by EPA in the Record of
Decision of each OU are interim measures but are
intended to be consistent with the overall remediation
of the San Fernando Valley.

TCE and PCE have been detected in the majority
of the City of Glendale’s wells at levels that are above
the federal Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL), which
is 5 parts per billion (ppb) for both VOCs. The State of
California MCL is also 5 ppb for both TCE and PCE.
Other VOC contaminants detected above state and/
or federal MCLs in the Glendale area, as a result of at
least one sampling event, include: benzene; carbon
tetrachloride; 1,1-dichloroethane (1,1-DCA); 1,2-
dichloroethane (1,2-DCA); 1,1-dichloroethene (1,1-
DCE): total 1,2-dichloroethene (1,2-DCE); and 1,1,2,2-
tetrachlorethane. TCE and PCE were the most
prevalent. Other VOCs have also been detected in
trace quantities. In addition, nitrate, an inorganic
contaminant, has been detected consistently at levels

in excess of the MCL (45 mg/l) in the groundwater of
the Glendale Study Area. Nitrate contamination can
be the result of past agricultural practices and/or
spetic systems in the San Fernando Valley.

As a result of the groundwater contamination, the
majority of the City of Glendale’s wells have been
taken out of service. The most prevalent contaminants
are TCE and PCE. To date, the highest measured
levels of TCE and PCE in Glendale’s wells are 186 ppb
and 8.3 ppb, respectively. If should be noted that the
City of Glendale closely monitors the quality of drinking
water delivered to residents. The water meets all
federal and state requirements. Currently, nearly all of
the water delivered by the City of Glendale is pur-
chased from the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) of
Southern California.

The RI report for the Glendale Study Area was
completed in January 1992. The FS for the Glendale
North OU was completed in April 1992.  Both the RI
Report for the Glendale Study Area (January 1992)
and the FS for the Glendale Study Area North Plume
OU (April 1992) are available for review at the informa-
tion repositories identified on page 14.
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INSIDE: Proposed Plan for Cleanup at San Fernando Valley Superfund Site

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY INFORMATION REPOSITORIES

Copies of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Glendale Study Area (January 1992), the Feasibility Study for
the Glendale Study Area North Plume Operable Unit (April 1992), and other study-related documents are
available for public review at the following five locations. If the copies are not available, contact Fraser Fetter,
Community Relations Coordinator, at (415) 744-2181.

City of Burbank Public Library California State University City of Glendale Public Library
110 North Glenoaks Boulevard Northridge Library 222 East Harvard Street

Burbank, CA 91502 18111 Nordhoff Street Glendale, CA 91205
(818) 953-9741 Northridge, CA 91330 (818) 548-2021

Contact: Helen Wang (818) 885-2285 Contact: Lois Brown
Contact: Mary Finley

(Note: This library will be closed July Hours: M-Th 10:00 am-8:55 pm
and August, 1992 for renovations.) Hours: M-Th 8:00 am-10:00 pm F-Sat 10:00 am 5:55 pm
Hours: M-Th 9:30 am-9:00 pm    F 8:00 am-5:00 pm

F 9:30 am-6:00 pm Sa t. 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Sat 10:00 am-6:00 pm

Los Angeles Department of Wate The University of  Research Library/U.C.L.A
and Power (LADWP) Library Public Affairs Service

111 North Hope Street, Room 518 405 Hilgard Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Los Angeles, CA 90024

(213) 481-4612 (310) 825-4003
Contact: Joyce Purcell Contact: Barbara Silvernall

Hours: M-F 7:30 am-5:30 pm Hours: M-F 10:00 am-7:00 pm
Sat. 1:00 pm-5:00 pm

For further information about this site, contact:

Claire Trombadore Fraser Felter
Remedial Project Manager Community Relations Coordinator

U.S. EPA, Region IX U.S. EPA, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (H-6-4) 75 Hawthorne St. (H-1-1)
San Francisco, CA 94105 San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 744-2249 (415) 744-2181

Media Contact: Paula Bruin, (415) 744-1587

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street (H-1-1)
San Francisco, CA 94105
Attn: Fraser Felter
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Look for recycling symbols on prod-
ucts you buy. Such symbols identify
recycled or recyclable products. Sup-
port recycling markets by buying prod-
ucts made from recycled material.


