
 
 
 

 

 
       June 20, 2014 
       File No. 43S0124 (dib) 
 
Honeywell, Inc. 
Attn: Benny DeHghi 
2525 West 190th Street 
Torrance, CA  90504-6099 
Benny.dehghi@honeywell.com 
 
SUBJECT: Synertek Building One Superfund Site, 3050 Coronado Drive, Santa Clara, Santa 

Clara County – Approval of Additional Vapor Intrusion Evaluation Workplan, 
 
Dear Mr. DeHghi: 
 
This letter responds to the April 15, 2014 report, Additional Vapor Intrusion Evaluation 
Workplan.  As explained below, I approve this workplan. 
 
Honeywell previously completed and the Regional Water Board approved a Vapor Intrusion 
Evaluation for the on-property building at 3050 Coronado Drive.  In a December 16, 2013, letter, 
the Regional Water Board required a workplan for an additional vapor intrusion evaluation to 
address new guidance from the U.S. EPA about potential vapor intrusion concerns posed by 
trichloroethene (TCE) contamination in soil and/or groundwater at cleanup sites.  The letter 
required that the evaluation include any buildings overlying areas where groundwater exceeds a 
concentration of 5 µg/L of TCE and required that the evaluation take place with the ventilation 
systems of the buildings turned off.  
 
The workplan proposes evaluating two buildings for vapor intrusion:  The on-property building 
that was previously evaluated only with the heating ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) 
system on, and an off-property building that overlies an area of the pollutant plume exceeding 5 
µg/L of TCE has not been evaluated previously. 
 
The Regional Water Board provides the following comments for clarification of some elements 
of the workplan.  

• The proposed sample locations may change and more locations may be added based on 
the building walk-through 

• For the sampling that will occur during the HVAC system off, the HVAC should remain 
off for 36 hours prior to sampling and remain off for the 10 hour sampling period 

• The building should be closed up during the HVAC-off sampling period including 
closure of windows, doors, intake vents, and other openings. The HVAC-off sampling is 
meant to be a worst-case scenario for vapor intrusion. 
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The workplan satisfies the requirements of the Regional Water Board’s December 16, 2013, 
letter.  I hereby approve it.  You are required to submit a vapor intrusion evaluation report, 
including conclusions and recommendations, by October 31, 2014. 
 
This requirement for a report is made pursuant to Water Code Section 13267, which allows the 
Regional Water Board to require technical or monitoring program reports from any person who 
has discharged, discharges, proposes to discharge, or is suspected of discharging waste that could 
affect water quality.  The attachment provides additional information about Section 13267 
requirements. Any extension in the above deadline must be confirmed in writing by Regional 
Water Board staff. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact David Barr of my staff at (510) 622-2313 [e-mail 
dbarr@waterboards.ca.gov]. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Bruce H. Wolfe 
       Executive Officer 
 
 
Attachment:  13267 fact sheet 
cc w/attachment:  
 
Jim Lindsey 
jim@jlindsey.com 
 
Kalil Jenab 
Cassidy Turley BT Commercial 
kjenab@ctbt.com 
 
Melanie Morash 
U.S. EPA 
Morash.melanie@epa.gov 
 
Teresa Tamburello 
CH2MHill 
Teresa.tamburello@ch2m.com 

 
George Cook 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
gcook@valleywater.org 
 
Mr. David Parker 
Santa Clara City Fire Department 
Hazardous Materials Division 
dparker@ci.santa-clara.ca.us 
 
Allen Louie 
Crystal Solar 
alouie@xtalsolar.com

 



 
 

 

Fact Sheet – Requirements for Submitting Technical Reports 
Under Section 13267 of the California Water Code 

 
 

 
What does it mean when the Regional Water 
Board requires a technical report? 
Section 132671 of the California Water Code 
provides that “…the regional board may require 
that any person who has discharged, discharges, or 
who is suspected of having discharged or 
discharging, or who proposes to discharge 
waste...that could affect the quality of waters...shall 
furnish, under penalty of perjury, technical or 
monitoring program reports which the regional 
board requires.” 
 
This requirement for a technical report seems to 
mean that I am guilty of something, or at least 
responsible for cleaning something up. What if 
that is not so? 
The requirement for a technical report is a tool the 
Regional Water Board uses to investigate water 
quality issues or problems. The information 
provided can be used by the Regional Water Board 
to clarify whether a given party has responsibility. 
 
Are there limits to what the Regional Water 
Board can ask for? 
Yes. The information required must relate to an 
actual or suspected or proposed discharge of waste 
(including discharges of waste where the initial 
discharge occurred many years ago), and the 
burden of compliance must bear a reasonable 
relationship to the need for the report and the 
benefits obtained. The Regional Water Board is 
required to explain the reasons for its requirement. 
 
What if I can provide the information, but not 
by the date specified? 
A time extension may be given for good cause. 
Your request should be promptly submitted in 
writing, giving reasons. 

 
Are there penalties if I don’t comply? 
Depending on the situation, the Regional Water 
Board can impose a fine of up to $5,000 per day, 
and a court can impose fines of up to $25,000 per 
day as well as criminal penalties. A person who 
submits false information or fails to comply with a 
requirement to submit a technical report may be 
found guilty of a misdemeanor. For some reports, 
submission of false information may be a felony. 
 
Do I have to use a consultant or attorney to 
comply? 
There is no legal requirement for this, but as a 
practical matter, in most cases the specialized 
nature of the information required makes use of a 
consultant and/or attorney advisable. 
 
What if I disagree with the 13267 requirements 
and the Regional Water Board staff will not 
change the requirement and/or date to comply? 
You may ask that the Regional Water Board 
reconsider the requirement, and/or submit a petition 
to the State Water Resources Control Board. See 
California Water Code sections 13320 and 13321 
for details. A request for reconsideration to the 
Regional Water Board does not affect the 30-day 
deadline within which to file a petition to the State 
Water Resources Control Board.   
 
If I have more questions, whom do I ask? 
Requirements for technical reports include the 
name, telephone number, and email address of the 
Regional Water Board staff contact. 
 
Revised March 2014 
 
 

 

 
1 All code sections referenced herein can be found by going to http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml.  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml
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