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Halaco:  EPA Update

- Site contamination and potential health risks

- Adding Halaco to the Superfund “National 
Priorities List”

- EPA emergency response 
actions

- Current and future work



Halaco  Site
• Halaco operated a 

metal smelter from 
1965 to 2004

• Halaco processed  
scrap metal to 
recover aluminum, 
magnesium,and zinc 

• Oxnard Industrial Drain divides the site



Halaco:  Ownership and Liability
• Halaco is bankrupt (in chapter 7

liquidation)

• The Haack family owns 
the smelter parcel

• Alpha and Omega Development 
LLC owns the waste 
management area and 
leases the smelter parcel

• “PRP” and “BFPP” (Who will pay?)



Halaco:  Local Environment

• Adjacent Ormond Beach 
wetlands provide critical 
habitat 



Halaco:   Site Contamination

• Halaco generated 
more than 700,000 
cubic yards of waste

• Waste has elevated 
levels of metals,
radioactive thorium

• Elevated levels do 
not necessarily mean 
unsafe levels



Risk Assessment
• EPA mandate is to reduce health risks

• EPA has begun human health and ecological 
risk assessments 

• California Dept. of Public Health is also  
conducting a health risk assessment



Halaco:  Extent of Contamination

• Most waste remains onsite

• Some wastes have moved 
into adjacent soils, sediments, 
and groundwater

• To minimize risks, stay off the 
site!



Halaco: Status of Superfund  Listing

• Halaco site was added to the Superfund 
National Priorities List on September 19, 
2007

• Superfund status…
– commits EPA Superfund resources to site
– makes funds available for long-term cleanup



Halaco:   Emergency Response Activities
• In 2006, site owners removed drums and 

chemicals

• In 2007, EPA took further 
action to:
– stabilize the waste pile 
– remove wastes from wetlands
– improve site security



Halaco: Current and Future Work

• Risk Assessment is underway

• Risk Assessment is part of 
Remedial Investigation/
Feasibility Study (RI/FS) 

• EPA is working with the city, owners, and lessee 
on building demolition and site security



Questions?
• Wayne Praskins, EPA Project Manager

praskins.wayne@epa.gov
(415) 972-3181

• Jose Garcia, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator 
garcia.jose@epa.gov
(415) 972-3331 or  (800) 231-3075

• Sara Goldsmith, EPA Asst. Regional Counsel      
goldsmith.sara@epa.gov
(415) 972-3931

Visit:   http://www.epa.gov/region9/halaco


