Science Advisory Board Staff Office
Public Involvement In Advisory Process

June 1, 2011
1:00-5:00 PM
Crystal City, Virginia




SAB Staff Office

P Provides technical and administrative
support to three Congressionally-mandated
science advisory committees

» Enforces committees compliance with
regulations under Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA), the Ethics in
Government Act, and EPA policies

P Interfaces between the advisorK
committees, EPA Offices, and the public.

» Conducts scientific outreach on
membership appointments, advisory
activities and products




Clean Air Scientific Advisory
Committee (CASAC)

» Established in 1977 under the Clean Air Act
Amendments (CAAA) to provide advice to
the Administrator regarding:

o Air quality standards of criteria pollutants
o Research related to air quality
> Source of air pollution

o Strategies to attain air quality standards and to
prevent significant deterioration of air quality

» The chartered Committee is composed of 7
members




Science Advisory Board (SAB)

» Established in 1978 by the Environmental
Research, Development, and Demonstration
Authorization Act (ERDDAA)

» Provides independent advice to the
Administrator on a range of scientific and

technical matters underlying key
environmental policies and risk management

decisions under various statutes (e.g.
CAA,TSCA, SDWA, CWA, RCRA)
» The chartered SAB is composed of at least 9
members; presently there are 48 members




Advisory Council on Clean Air
Compliance Analysis (the Council)

» Established as mandated by the 1990 CAA
Amendments to provide advice to the
Administrator regarding EPA’s analyses of
the impacts of CAA on public health,
economy, and the environment

» The chartered Council is composed of at
least 9 members; presently there are 15
members




SAB, CASAC and Council
Membership

Each year in May, the SAB Staff Office invites public
nomination of experts when openings arise or
expertise is needed

The Administrator appoints members of the SAB,
CASAC, and Council for three year terms generally
at the beginning of the fiscal year

SAB Director appoints consultants as needed

Appointed members and consultants serve as
Special Government Employees (SGEs)

SGEs are subjected to federal ethics requirements




Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA)

» SAB, CASAC and Council are subject to
regulations under FACA:

- Hold open public meetings; may close only in
limited circumstances

- Allow the public an opportunity to file written
statements and to speak at public meetings

- Develop public meeting minutes and provide all
committee documents for public inspection

- Maintain a balanced membership in terms of points
of view




Science Advice

» Consultation - non-consensus, oral advice on a
technical issue before EPA begins substantive
work on that issue

» Advisory - written advice on EPA's technical
works-in-progress

» Peer review - review of EPA's final draft technical
reports (e.g., guidelines, assessments, research

strategies) or work products (e.g., analytical
methods, models, databases)

» Original study - de novo work on an emerging or
overarching topic of importance to EPA




Lifecycle of an Advisory Activity:
Opportunities for Public Input
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Current Process for Public
Involvement

» SAB Staff Office process exceeds FACA
requirements:
> Public process for nomination of experts

- Web posting of all meeting materials related to
advisory activities

> Public comments accepted throughout the advisory
process
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Communication tools

» Federal Register notices
» Committees Web sites

o
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o

Really Simple Syndication (RSS) news feeds that deliver
committee news and information to users’ RSS readers

» Guidance on staff office websites
o Qverview of the Panel Formation Process

o Advisory Committee Meetings and Report Development:
Process for Public Involvement

o Frequently Asked Questions about SAB, CASAC, and

Council Membership and Establishment of Ad Hoc Panels
and Committees
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http://www.epa.gov/sab�
http://www.epa.gov/casac�
http://www.epa.gov/advisorycouncilcaa�

Purpose of Public Session

» Receive public input and feedback on:

> Public involvement in nomination of experts for
committees and panels

> Public involvement in meeting and report
development

> Public access to Committees Web sites
- Other topics of interest to the public
» Written comments requested by June 30, 2011

» Public comments will be considered by chartered
committees for the development of additional
guidance as appropriate
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