
 6-1-07 


Dr. Stallworth: 


Attached is a copy of my comments to the SAB for their consideration 

during the June meeting in New Orleans. A written copy will be mailed 

today. 


Thank you for your assistance. 


Steve Taylor 

CEO, Environmental Resources Coalition 

http://www.erc-env.org 
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The Corp is Dumping Huge Amounts of Farm Soil into the Missouri River 
 CWC Meeting will discuss this on May 16 

The Army Corp of Engineers is doing a series of 22 
projects in Missouri to create habitat for the pallid 
sturgeon in the Missouri River.  As a part of those 
projects, they are DUMPING HUGE QUANTITIES of 
soil into the Missouri River by digging huge ditches 
through nearby farmland.  This is not dredging.  They 
are digging through farmland that they have purchased 
along the river and dumping the soil into the river.   

At one of these projects, Jameson Island near Arrow 
Rock, they are dumping 4.5 million cubic yards of soil 
(5.4 million tons) directly into the river.  That project is 
300 feet wide, more than 9 feet deep and 1.85 miles 
long. If you put that in terms of 2 tons of soil per acres 
runoff, that would be 2.7 million acres (which is more 
than the total of 2.63 million acres of corn harvested in 
the entire state of Missouri last year).   

Calculating it in terms of nutrients, that is loading the river with 11.1 million pounds of nitrogen, 9.3 
million pounds of phosphorus, and 100 million pounds of carbon.  That is the same amount of 
fertilizer that you would have if you dumped 795 semi-trailers trucks (holding 46,000 pounds each) !!!! 
AND THAT IS JUST ONE OF 22 Projects.  The cost of all the projects is 54 million this year and 86 
million next year. 

When fingers are pointed at agriculture for hypoxia in the Gulf, I’d like the Corp to admit they are 
contributing a huge part of the pollution.  The USGS Survey for Missouri River Valley Sediment and 
Nutrients lists agricultural fertilizer as the top cause of nutrient loading.  The Corp dumping needs to 
be listed as one of the leading causes.  And doesn’t this all sound counter productive to all our 
efforts to stop erosion on farm ground???  Why have CREP, CRP, CSP and EQIP ???? 

I serve on the Missouri Clean Water Commission in the seat to represent knowledge of agriculture.  I 
am very concerned about what this dumping will do to the reputation of agriculture.  If the truth be 
told, apparently some in DNR and the Corp think it is okay for the Corp to do this dumping because 
they believe the sediment is needed in the Missouri River.  You can’t dump soil without dumping the 
nutrients in the soil.  If that is scientifically defensible, then everyone should be allowed to dump. 
Why do they make everyone else have a permit and clean the sediment OUT of the water?  Why 
does the Corp get to dump and no one else? 

On April 23 at the Clean Water Commission meeting, by unanimous vote, the Commission instructed 
our legal staff to “Notify the US Corp of Engineers to stop dumping soil into the Missouri River 
within one week of receipt of our notice.  If they fail to do so voluntarily, we instruct our legal 
staff to seek a temporary restraining order and injunction to stop them from dumping soil until 
the Corp proves they are not adversely affecting the quality of water in Missouri and further to 
have the Corp demonstrate why they do not have to abide by the same regulations affecting 
other land owners, municipalities, and industries in Missouri.”  

Last Friday the Corp issued a press release that they will cease dumping the soil until it is tested. 

The Clean Water Commission has invited the Corp to explain this dumping at the CWC 
meeting on May 16th at the Lewis and Clark State Office Building, 1101Riverside Drive in 
Jefferson City.  The meeting will start at 9 am. 

I encourage you to come. 

Kristin Perry, Vice-Chair 
Missouri Clean Water Commission 




