From: James Egged 
Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 10:20 AM
To: Hanlon, Edward
Subject: Public Comments
 
My Name is Jim Egged. I am retired Firefighter from Michigan and one of  two firefighter assigned to the Western Wayne County Hazardous Incident Response Team. 
 
My prospective on this process is that of a public safety first responder. As a first responder it has been part of the responsiblity has been prevention. Looking at the technology involved with this process having the background and education that I do I find it difficult to see how the prevention of incidents such as releases and spills can be adequately addressed. 
 
As result contamination of the drinking water supply would seem to be enevitable. I have submitted the Summary Report Human Health Risks and Exposure Pathways of Proposed Horizontal Hydrofracking in New York State which identifies 20 areas of concerns as far as the Risks to health and theidentification of exposure pathways that the Horizonital Hydrolic Fracturing presents. 
 
Our own Department of Evironmental Quality Geological survey has identified five specific conerns, specifically methane and chemical migration, as well as (pardon the pun) water withdrawal.  After listening to all the presentations it is obvious that the panel has been inundated with all the pros and cons of this process. Here in is my prospective. 
 
Firefighting and the history of public safety has a torrid reputation for reacting in retrospect. It is very easy to identify the, would have, could have and should haves with 20/20 hind sight. Given the science and technology that we have, we can look upon this process with the forsight that the panels are have equiped themselves with by virtue of the educations and experiences. For example Exit signs are a result of people dieing in the Coconut Grove Fire in Boston. In 2011 we celebrate the most inauspicous anniversary of the Triangle Shirt Waste Factory fire in New Yorkand now their are workplace fire safety regulations and laws in place. Finally the Our Lady of Angels fire in Chicago were children died because of the chaos created by the fire. Oh, only if they knew of and an orderly evacuation plan in place the tragedy could have been avoided. 
 
My point is do we as a society want to wait for a tragedy to take place before we say to ourseleves, we could have done this, we should have one that, or if only we would have done something else. I am only trying to avoid a repeat history that we as humans seemed to doomed to do. 
 
Jim Egged
