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Good Afternoon Thomas,

As per our phone conversation, please find attached my public comment on the SAB
 quality review of the Draft 4-26-16 SAB Review of the EPA's draft Assessment of the
 Potential Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing for Oil and Gas on Drinking Water
 Resources.

Thank you and have a great weekend!

Marigrace Butela PQMC
Dunbar Twp Tax Collector

mailto:Carpenter.Thomas@epa.gov



Marigrace Butela, Public Comment 

SAB Review of the EPA’s draft 4-26-2016 Assessment of the Potential Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing for Oil and Gas on Drinking Water Resources

June 14, 2016 Public Teleconference







Mr. Thomas Carpenter, Federal Officer

EPA Science Advisory Board

Carpenter.Thomas@eap.gov





I would like to thank the board for the opportunity to provide my public comment on the SAB’s Draft Report for Quality Review of the EPA’s draft Assessment of the Potential Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing for Oil and Gas on Drinking Water Resources.



As a local elected official (tax collector of real estate), I am fortunate in that I am able to discuss issues with people on a daily basis that impact our community, state and country. Through these conversations, I have learned that water contamination is affecting nearly every person who has had drilling occur on his or her property.  It is essential that the EPA thoroughly investigate the source of these numerous water contamination cases. The logs and manifests of fresh water haulers must be retrieved in order to track the source of contamination, and all oil & gas records should be seized along with all signed non-disclosures.  The good Senator Whitehouse of Rhode Island once said that Big Oil seems to be acting like Big Tobacco.  We need to peel back the layers of deceit and denial and see what the industry is hiding from the EPA and the public concerning the contamination of water due to the hydraulic fracturing.  In my previous comment, I talked about public water contamination that occurred during 2011 in Greene County, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Dan Bailey, chairman for the Carmichaels Municipal Authority stated in a news article (see attached with permission) that the bromide in the Monongahela River, the authority’s water source, is causing a TTHM problem.  He said bromide does not naturally occur in fresh water and the DEP didn’t require public water authorities to test for bromide until gas drilling wastewater, known as frac water, started being dumped into the river (see attached news article “ Carmichaels Water Contaminated Again” by Steve Ferris, Greene County Messenger, July 17, 2011 with permission to copy).  Mr. Bailey confided in me that his life had been threatened, and he was told that his family would find him faced down dead in a so called frac pit if he continued to blame the industry for their water contamination.  Several months later, he resigned from his position as chairman.



Many water wells have been and continue to be contaminated, but the EPA is unaware of these issues due to the non-disclosure statements these companies are forcing people sign in exchange for obtaining clean drinking water.  Coercion in order to access safe water supplies is not something Americans should be facing in 2016, but here we are. Our US Justice Department should investigate this industry under the RICO act (Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act) for their deceitful business practices and gross negligence.  A recent article entitled “Duke Study Finds A Legacy of Radioactivity,” Contamination from Thousands of Fracking Wastewater Spills” published by DeSmog Blog and Sharon Kelly www.commondreams.org, (copy attached with permission) raises additional alarms to this situation.



[bookmark: _GoBack]These authors show that widespread contamination from radioactive materials, heavy metals, and corrosive salts are placing the health, safety, and well being of the people in North Dakota at risk. We need immediate studies concerning fracking wastewater spills in all states.  These studies need to be fair, accurate, and should not be influenced by the Oil & Gas Industry or former and current political appointees, as supported in the March 3, 2015 article, “Internal Documents Reveal Extensive Industry  Influence Over EPA’s National Fracking Study,” by DeSmog Blog and Sharon Kelly www.commondreams.org  (copy attached with permission). We must encourage Congress to initiate hearings on the contamination of water from drilling and waste water spills.  The American people have the right to clean water and no industry, no matter what their stock price, wealth, or influence, has the right to destroy it.




























































