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 The most common source of lead exposure for children today is lead 
paint in older housing and the contaminated dust and soil it generates. 
Housing units constructed before 1950 are most likely to contain lead-
based paint (LBP). The most recent national survey estimated that 37 
million homes in the United States have some LBP.

 As of 2013-2016, based on NHANES data, there were approximately 
200,000 children ages 1-5 years with blood lead levels at or above 5 
μg/dL.

 In 2013-2014: median blood lead level in children ages 1-5 years was 
0.7μg/dL. 

 Childhood blood lead levels have declined substantially since the 1970s, 
due largely to the phasing out of lead in gasoline and to the reduction in 
the number of homes with lead-based paint hazards.
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 Federal response to the “national crisis” of 
childhood lead exposure.

 Assigns responsibilities to Federal agencies with 
the overall goal of developing a “...national strategy 
to build the infrastructure necessary to eliminate 
LBP hazards in all housing as expeditiously as 
possible.”

5/25/2018 3



 Regulate LBP activities (abatement, inspection and risk 
assessment) in target housing and child-occupied facilities 
pursuant to TSCA § 402.

 Regulate renovation, repair and painting (RRP) in target 
housing and child-occupied facilities pursuant to TSCA §
402.

 Evaluate if hazards are created by RRP activities in public and 
commercial buildings (P&CBs) with LBP; if so, promulgate 
regulations pursuant to TSCA § 402.

 Regulate the identification and/or removal of lead-based 
paint from bridges, or other structure or super-structures 
pursuant to TSCA § 402.
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 Establish hazard standards pursuant to TSCA § 403. 

 Authorize State and Tribal programs interested in 
administering the LBP program, pursuant to TSCA § 404.

 Work with HUD and CDC to educate the public about lead 
poisoning pursuant to TSCA § 405.

 Regulate information disclosure standards (with HUD) 
pursuant to § 1018 of Title X.
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 HUD
 Regulate lead-based paint activities in assisted and insured 

housing.
 Give grants for lead-based paint hazard identification and 

reductions in low-income housing.   
 Regulate information disclosure standards (with EPA).

 CDC
 Define elevated blood lead level for children.
 Collect statistics on children’s blood lead levels.
 Provide blood lead screening grants to states.  
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 EPA has issued two major regulations that address the 
identification and abatement of lead hazards (the Abatement 
program), and the hazards created by renovations in homes with 
LBP (the RRP program).

 Both regulations establish certification and training requirements 
for individuals and firms, accreditation requirements for training 
providers and work practice standards.

 Both are delegable to State, Tribes and Territories.
 The Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assistance is 

responsible for enforcement of the regulatory requirements.  
 Each regional office has a Regional Lead Coordinator who works 

directly with States, Tribes and Territories.  
 Grants are available to support authorized States & Tribes.
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 Requires individuals conducting paint inspections, 
risk assessments and abatements in most 
residential housing to be trained and certified.

 All work must be conducted according to work 
practice standards.

 39 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
and 4 tribes are authorized to administer this 
program.

 States must be authorized to qualify for HUD 
Lead Abatement Grant Funds.

5/25/2018 8



 Firms performing RRP projects that disturb LBP in 
homes and child-occupied facilities built before 
1978 must be certified and use trained renovators.

 Lead-safe work practices must be followed during 
the project. Work practices are straightforward 
methods to contain, minimize and clean-up lead-
contaminated dust in a work area. 

 14 States and the Bois Forte Tribe are currently 
authorized to administer this program.

 As of April 2018, there are over 90,000 certified 
firms.
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 Requires renovation contractors to give a pamphlet 
on lead hazards to tenants and homeowners no 
more than 60 days prior to beginning work.

 Joint EPA and HUD regulation requires seller or 
lessor to disclose information on presence of lead 
to prospective buyer or lessee.
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Goals are to:
 Increase public awareness of lead exposure hazards and lead poisoning 

prevention.
◦ Lead information brochures and materials.
◦ National Lead Information Center (bi-lingual toll-free hotline) co-funded with HUD; handles more 

than 20,000 calls and distributes 120,000 documents per year.
◦ Annual October recognition of National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week; coordinate with HUD, 

CDC, EPA Regional Offices, EPA Office of Children’s Health, and lead advocacy organizations. Flyers 
and web banners developed; world-wide Lead Week event registration.

◦ International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week; coordinate with WHO and UNEP.
◦ Lead web site (www.epa.gov/lead)

 Increase the number of lead-safe certified firms & Promote consumer 
demand for lead-safe certified contractors.
◦ Marketing tools developed for contractors and consumers

 Flyers, web banners, radio ads, buck slip ads, magazine ads, pamphlet, magazine articles, TV 
segment, and mass emails.

◦ Partnerships with national contractor locator organizations (webpage, and flyers), including Angie’s 
List, Consumers’ CHECKLIST, and Best Picks. 

◦ Regional RRP Lead-Safe Certification training and outreach events in 6 cities in 2016/2017. Follow-
up enforcement activities planned for Spring/Summer of 2017. 
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Dust-Lead Hazard Standards
 In 2009, EPA was petitioned, among other things, to lower the 

standard for lead in dust and granted the petition. 
 As a result of a subsequent court order in 2017, EPA is currently 

working on a proposed rule.

Public & Commercial Buildings
 As the result of litigation over the 2008 RRP rule, EPA agreed to 

establish a timeline for action on renovations in P&CBs; the 
agreement has been amended several times. 

 EPA is currently conducting an industry survey on renovations 
performed in P&CBs. 
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 symmes.brian@epa.gov

 https://www.epa.gov/lead
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