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THE ADMINISTRATOR 

Dr. Thomas L. Theis 
Science Advisory Board 
U.S . Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W . 
Washington, D.C . 20460 

Dear Dr. Theis: 

Thank you for your report on the Fiscal Year 2008 U.S . Environmental Protection 

Agency Scientific and Technological Achievement Awards . I appreciate the STAA Committee's 

participation in this important activity and its efforts to screen and 
review the 2008 nominations. 

I am pleased to adopt the Committee's award 
recommendations and have taken steps to formally 

announce the winners and release the congratulatory letters, 
certificates, and monetary awards. 

I also appreciate receiving the Committee's administrative 
recommendations . With the 

2009 announcement, steps were already being taken to 
encourage principal authors to be more 

strategic in their submission of multiple publications . The guidance in your report will help 

strengthen these nomination requirements . In addition, STAA database upgrades are already in 

process. These upgrades should enable generation of the index of 
publications that have received 

awards and honorable mentions well within the two years 
requested in your report . 

Again, thank you for your continued assistance with this 
important program. 
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THE ADMINISTRATOR 

Dr. Deborah L. Swackhamer 
Chair 
Science Advisory Board 
U.S . Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C . 20460 

Dear Dr. Swackhamer : 

Thank you for your report on the Fiscal Year 2008 U.S . Environmental Protection 

Agency Scientific and Technological Achievement 
Awards. I appreciate the STAA Committee's 

participation in this important activity and its efforts to 
screen and review the 2008 nominations. 

I am pleased to adopt the Committee's award 
recommendations and have taken steps to formally 

announce the winners and release the congratulatory 
letters, certificates, and monetary awards . 

I also appreciate receiving the Committee's 
administrative recommendations . With the 

2009 announcement, steps were already being taken 
to encourage principal authors to be more 

strategic in their submission of multiple publications . The guidance in your report will help 

strengthen these nomination requirements . In addition, STAA database upgrades are already in 

process. These upgrades should enable generation of 
the index of publications that have received 

awards and honorable mentions well within the two years 
requested in your report . 

Again, thank you for your continued assistance with 
this important program. 
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