Public Herald Written Statement to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Science Advisory Board Hydraulic Fracturing Research Advisory Panel for the
Public Teleconferences Feb. 1-2, 2016

| am Melissa Troutman, the Executive Director of Public Herald, a nonprofit investigative news
organization who has investigated fracking’s impacts on water in Pennsylvania since 2011. Public
Herald would like to thank the Advisory Board for providing this opportunity and commend their
dedication to science in stepping forth to shed light on the disconnect between the evidence of water
contamination and the unscientific conclusions made in EPA’s final fracking report.

After four years of investigations, it has become absolutely clear to Public Herald and our colleagues
that there is in fact “widespread, systemic” risk to water where fracking occurs. Some of the evidence
is in EPA’s own report, as noted by the Advisory Board. And yet, even the evidence documented by
EPA so far is too narrow in scope and has failed to uncover the whole truth.

Public Herald has followed EPA’s research since the beginning, and our initial criticism is that by
limiting the study’s scope to the “hydraulic fracturing water cycle,” the majority of water contamination
cases fall outside the scope of the study, and the EPA creates a false, unscientific portrayal of
fracking’s effects on water. Why does the EPA’s study not include the drilling process? Every fracked
well first requires drilling, which includes the use of water. So why then is drilling not included in the
EPA’s study on the effects of oil and gas fracking on water?

Our second and biggest criticism of EPA’s study is that it failed to include the most important and
significant data set regarding water contamination related to fracking — citizen complaint
investigations. Since 2013, Public Herald has been aggregating and analyzing citizen water
contamination complaints related to fracking in Pennsylvania and their investigations by the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP.) PA DEP has informed us on multiple
occasions that our organization is the first entity to look at these records as a whole.

So far, EPA has used DEP’s “positive determinations” to study water contamination related to
fracking in Pennsylvania. This is a grave mistake, because PA DEP does not investigate all reports of
water contamination. Many cases are left “off the books” because PA DEP allows the oil and gas
companies to handle water contamination on their own. But this is not the only way PA DEP (and by
remaining ‘uninvolved’ also the EPA) has kept data about fracking’s impact to groundwater pollution
hidden: Published in a September 2015 report, Public Herald has identified nine specific patterns
used by PA DEP to “cook the books” on water contamination related to fracking in
Pennsylvania. All nine ways are backed up by different contamination cases and can be read
in Public Herald’s report: “COOKED: 30-month Report Finds DEP Fracking Complaints
Investigations Are Cooked & Shredded”

This complaint data is also mapped by our partners at FracTracker Alliance to show the density of
citizens complaints in relation to well pad locations in 17 counties across Pennsylvania. Public Herald
is in the process of collecting the remaining data sets for 23 drilled counties being impacted by
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http://publicherald.org/public-herald-30-month-report-finds-dep-fracking-complaint-investigations-are-cooked/
http://publicherald.org/public-herald-30-month-report-finds-dep-fracking-complaint-investigations-are-cooked/

fracking in the Commonwealth and will be updating the data sets at http://PublicFiles.org throughout
2016.

Thanks to Public Herald research, over 2,300 complaint cases are extracted from PA DEP’s offices
across the state and now available to the public online. But it never should have been us — a small
nonprofit with no annual budget — who first compiled and digitized this data. We believe, as well as
many of our sources, that EPA Region 3 is especially responsible for ignoring the evidence of
fracking’s impacts on water in Pennsylvania and everywhere downstream.
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[Screenshot of the Washington County, PA complaint map, below which are all 667 complaint records. Not all complaints are
related to water, however some complaints labeled by DEP as “general” are actually related to water contamination.]

Every data point in our investigation represents an American citizen who is potentially being impacted
by harmful contamination that is the responsibility of the EPA to regulate and prevent.

It is Public Herald’s recommendation that EPA take the opportunity to study all the complaint data
made available to the public so far at http://PublicFiles.org with consider the nine ways Public Herald
found DEP’s determinations could be challenged. While we are critical of the EPA’s handling of its
investigation thus far, we understand the tenuous position that the EPA is in and are happy to work
with the agency in an open and cooperative manner in order to share the remaining complaint data as
it is aggregated and digitized by our organization in an effort to protect the public interest.
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