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BOSC Mission

BOSC provides advice, information, 
and recommendations to ORD 
related to its research programs

• Includes: evaluating and advising on programs, plans, 
laboratories, strategic planning, peer review process

“SAB: Is EPA doing the right science?

BOSC: Is EPA doing the science right?”
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Aligning Research with EPA Strategic 
Goals

Cross‐Agency Strategies                     EPA Goals 2014‐2018                                        Research Programs

Addressing Climate Change and 
Improving Air Quality

Protecting America’s Waters

Cleaning Up Communities and 
Advancing Sustainable Development

Ensuring the Safety of Chemicals and 
Preventing Pollution
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• Sustainable 
Future

• Visible 
Difference in 
Communities

• New Era of 
Partnerships
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Enforcing Laws, Ensuring Compliance
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BOSC Re‐alignment with ORD
• Executive Committee

• Five Standing 

Subcommittees
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Safe & Sustainable Water Resources

Sustainable & Healthy Communities
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Air, Climate & Energy

Homeland Security

BOSC Executive Committee Members
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Subcommittee Activities:
Reviewed StRAPs 

(Strategic Research Action Plans)
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Executive Committee Activities
• Reviewed Roadmaps of Crosscutting Programs

• Nitrogen and Co‐Pollutants
• Children’s Environmental Health
• Climate Change
• Environmental Justice

• Reviewed and approved Subcommittee reviews of 
StRAPs

• Submitted first report to ORD in February, 2016
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Report to ORD: 
“Common Threads”
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• Develop quantitative and qualitative measures of success for outputs & outcomes
• Build translational capacity
• Expand cross-program and transdisciplinary integration
• Create audience-specific decision-making support tools
• Clarify specificity in use of social sciences
• Align research by: 1) partner vs. program driven; 2) short vs. long term; 3) reactive vs. proactive

• Define ‘partner’ and ‘stakeholder’
• Identify partners and describe engagement process used for each with metrics of success
• Develop communication strategy for engagement
• Identify and train staff for outreach and engagement

• Invest in IT capacity
• Increase tool interoperability

Research Portfolio

Partner Engagement

Support

Moving Forward
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• BOSC Executive Committee 

• review of Subcommittee products

• focus on cross‐cutting issues
• Potential topics:  social sciences, metrics of success

• Subcommittees in place for next ~4 years

• Interactions will be variable by Program

• May focus on full Program or specific topics

• At least 3 meetings of each subcommittee over the course 
of the StRAPs (2016‐ 2019)

• NPDs are developing a multi‐year calendar for engagement
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A Note on 
Social Sciences Incorporation
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• BOSC has had considerable discussion of the role and value of 
social sciences in ORD research

• BOSC recommends a strategic assessment of the social 
sciences that may be of use to EPA by evaluating:

• What specific disciplines can and cannot do

• What questions these disciplines can answer for EPA

• First steps:  
• Coordinate ongoing efforts at EPA in ORD, OSA, OECA, OP

• Propose an inter‐agency effort to move along this area (e.g., white 
paper or workshop)


