
         Clare Donohue 
         LIVING THE DRILL 
         459 Columbus Avenue, #512 
         New York, NY 10024 
Mr. Edward Hanlon 
Designated Federal Officer 
Environmental Protection Agency 
The Science Advisory Board Staff Office 
Ronald Reagan Building 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Suite 31150 
Washington, DC 20004       Feb. 25, 2011 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hanlon, 
Thank you for taking the time to review this email submission. A corresponding hard copy submission of 
public comments was sent to your office, via FedEx, arriving Monday, Feb. 28, 2011. This email contains 
the digital version of those comments, regarding the EPA’s Draft Hydraulic Fracturing Study Plan. 
Comments are drawn from those compiled via an online registry, LIVING THE DRILL.  
 
LIVING THE DRILL began in January, 2011, as a Community Page on Facebook. The registry serves to 
catalog, as the description states, “anyone, anywhere in the world, whose water, air quality, land, 
business, health, or community has been adversely affected by gas drilling or gas pipelines.” Members, 
primarily Americans in Arkansas, Pennsylvania, Texas and the Southwest, post their first-person 
experiences with drilling, compressor stations, and pipelines. They also post news stories, videos, and 
photo albums. In the 2 months since it began, 354 members have joined, with almost 9,000 post views. 
Members live as far away as Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Europe. No matter where they live, 
members of this community are suffering from the effects and threats of gas drilling.  
 
As the Science Advisory Board reviews the EPA’s Draft Study Plan for Hydraulic Fracturing, these 
personal accounts can be a valuable way for the members of the board to understand what it is like  
to live in a place where gas drilling has begun. Every one of these towns ought to be studied. 
 
A palpable sense of despair, anxiety, and helplessness is only one result of living with gas drilling; a 
component of the process that should not be taken lightly. Pollution of air, water and land are the most 
evident hazards of drilling; the stress from noise, fumes, greatly increased road traffic, loss of property 
value, and the inability to choose one’s own destiny, also take a physical toll. Cumulative impacts are 
physical, emotional and psychological, as well as environmental; all impacts must be included in the 
Hydraulic Fracturing Study. Please, as you read the testimony of the people and towns whose stories are 
attached, give it the full weight it deserves. These are stakeholders, whose health and welfare you are 
charged with protecting; I trust the Science Advisory Board will not take that responsibility lightly.  
 
As an open Community Page, LIVING THE DRILL is available for public viewing, you do not have be a 
member of Facebook to view the entries. Although some  links are not publicly available, most are. As 
you’ll see if you scroll through the posts (choose “Living the Drill + Others” to read all posts), the 
community of LIVING THE DRILL is a big fan of the EPA, frequently posting your help-lines and news 
items. We are, after all, a community that expects our government to protect our air, water and citizens.  
 
On behalf of all the people who are part of LIVING THE DRILL, I appreciate your consideration.  
My sincere thanks for reviewing these comments, 
 
Respectfully, 

Clare Donohue 
LIVING THE DRILL 
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http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/10/101022-energy-marcellus-
shale-gas-environment/ 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghAFPmpO2xg 
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http://www.the

 
courierexpress.com/courierexpresscourierexpresslocal/909034-

349/new-drilling-concerns-in-brockway.html
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Laura Flanders, continued: 

(Facebook Photo Album is not available for public viewing) 
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http://www.myfoxdfw.com/dpp/news/010411-gas-drilling-site-proposed-near-
cowboys-stadium 
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http://voicesweb.org/super-mister-fracking-side-effects-article-photos 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ww2Dpw7dEHQ 
 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-ZYqpVQwfI 
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http://lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/529606/3-400-gallons-of-frack-
water-spilled-in-accident.html?nav=5009 
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http://txsharon.blogspot.com/2007/12/how-i-became-far-left-radical-with.html 
 
http://archive.fwweekly.com/content.asp?article=7581 
 
http://earthworksaction.org/BarnettShaleCaseStudies.cfm 
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(Facebook Photo Album not available for public viewing, available upon request) 
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(The writer is Canadian, expressing concerns typical of someone who has been experiencing drilling) 
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http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2011/jan/23/compressor-noise-rattles-
quitman-residents/ 
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Feinberg, continued 
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http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2011/jan/23/compressor-noise-rattles-
quitman-residents/ 

 
 
 
 
 

Feinberg, continued: 
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http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2011/jan/23/compressor-noise-rattles-

quitman-residents/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clark and Tammy Hagy’s Story: 
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continues . . .  
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ADDENDUM: 
 
The following stories and hyperlinks were not mailed as hard copies, and are provided as additional 
background for the Board. Hard copies can be mailed upon request.  Posts to LIVING THE DRILL are 
added daily, please check the page anytime to see what the community concerns are.  
 
 
Barbara Guterl 
"Gas well explosion injures three workers" 
www.post-gazette.com 
Washington County and state officials are investigating the cause of an 
explosion  
at a gas well site in Avella Wednesday that injured three workers. 
Thursday, 2/24/2011 at 7:26am 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11055/1127660-503.stm 
 
 
Dory Hippauf  
"Drilling Pollutes Home and Groundwater" 
www.youtube.com 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6qWR8bjNS8 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6qWR8bjNS8 
"A young family struggles with methane contamination in their home and 
groundwater caused by Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling. Pa. State 
Representatives Mike Hanna and Camille "Bud" George say Pennsylvania needs a 
fair and reasonable severance tax." 
Wednesday at 3:34am  
 • 
"Drillers deny responsibility. home lost 85% of value, now worth $35k" 
Wednesday, 2/23/2011 at 3:41am 

• 
2010 People's Oil and Gas Summit: Panel 1- Health Impacts 
www.youtube.com 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_6klz1bwcY 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_6klz1bwcY 
This panel is the first discussion at the 2010 People's Oil and Gas Summit.  
Panelists share real-life stories of health impacts being felt by citizens 
living with gas development,  
information on drilling and fracking chemicals known to have health impacts. 
January 7, 2011 at 12:46pm  
 • 
“ This excellent video contains testimony by John Fenton, Lisa Parr, Wilm 
Subra,  
and Wes Wilson presenting on behalf of Dr. Theo Colborn ”  
January 7, 2011 at 11:02pm  

• 
http://www.postindependent.com/article/20110104/VALLEYNEWS/110109981/1083&Par
entProfile=1074 
http://www.postindependent.com/article/20110104/VALLEYNEWS/110109981/1083&Par
entProfile=1074 
Silt Mesa family claims gas fumes forcing them out | PostIndependent.com 
www.postindependent.com 
SILT, Colorado 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11055/1127660-503.stm�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6qWR8bjNS8�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_6klz1bwcY�
http://www.postindependent.com/article/20110104/VALLEYNEWS/110109981/1083&ParentProfile=1074�
http://www.postindependent.com/article/20110104/VALLEYNEWS/110109981/1083&ParentProfile=1074�


 44 

January 7, 2011 at 5:19am 
 
 
 
 
Denice Barnhart Grubb 
“ Hi from Clarion Pa  
I personally witnessed a residual waste frack truck leaking right on our main 
st. ”  
January 5, 2011 at 12:03am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Living the Drill 
“ Here are 42 incidents of contaminated water. “ 
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/amall/incidents_where_hydraulic_frac.html 
Incidents where hydraulic fracturing is a suspected cause of drinking water 
contamination | Amy Mall 
switchboard.nrdc.org 
January 6, 2011 at 12:16am 
 • 
“ In this report from Aug 2010, Washington, PA, a reporter is on screen 
taking a whiff of the fumes.  
Dead fish, stillborn calves, residents getting sick; one of the better videos 
to cover the issue:”  
http://www.marcellusprotest.org/onq-video 
What's in the Water? [WQED Video] | Marcellus Shale Protest 
www.marcellusprotest.org 
“ It may be the answer to the needs of an energy-hungry nation, but it's a 
different story for people who live close to drilling sites. WQED OnQ's Chris 
Moore talks with some western PA property owners in this report which 
examines the promise and heartbreak of Marcellus Shale drilling ”  
January 5, 2011 at 11:13am  
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