
March 21, 2013 
 
 
 
David Allen, Ph.D. 
Chair 
US EPA Science Advisory Board 
200 E Dean Keeton St. Stop C0400 
Austin, TX 78712-1589 
 
RE:  SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY COMMENTS ON THE SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD 
DRAFT ADVICE ON APPROACHES TO DERIVE A MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL GOAL FOR 
PERCHLORATE DOCKET ID NO. EPA-HQ-OW-2009-0297. 
 
The Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Science Advisory Board’s 
(SAB) Advice (02/25/13 Draft) on Approaches to Derive a Maximum Contaminant Level Goal for Perchlorate. SNWA is 
the water wholesaler responsible for the treatment and delivery of potable drinking water to metropolitan Clark County, 
Nevada, established in 1991 as a special district by an act of the Nevada Legislature.  SNWA has the capacity to process 
900 million gallons of water per day (MGD) from Lake Mead to service a population of approximately 2 million.  This 
represents 90 percent of the local water supply with the remaining 10 percent supplied by local groundwater.  Lake Mead 
was contaminated with perchlorate by an industrial plume that intercepts the Las Vegas Wash and then flows into Lake 
Mead.  Remediation efforts, since the discovery of the plume, have lowered ambient concentrations in Lake Mead to 
approximately 2µg/L. 
 
SNWA is concerned about the methodology utilized to develop the MCLG for perchlorate.  The very conservative 
approach to derive the MCLG could have an enormous economic impact on very large drinking water systems.   
 
For the SAB’s consideration, and by extension, EPA’s attention, SNWA contracted with a consulting firm to develop cost 
analysis for treating water to meet a perchlorate MCL of 1µg/L.  They have estimated that the cost to treat 900 MGD to a 
perchlorate concentration of 1µg/L by anion exchange to be 512 million dollars in capital, and 64 million dollars per year 
in operating costs.  There are a number of large water systems on the Colorado River that treat water for 22 million 
people; each would be impacted with similar costs.  The consulting firm’s analysis is included as an attachment to this 
letter. 
 
SNWA appreciates the opportunity to comment on these important drinking water issues.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patricia Mulroy 
General Manager 
Southern Nevada Water Authority 
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