
EPA Science Advisory Board 
Hydraulic Fracturing Research Advisory Panel 

Public Teleconference February 1, 2016 
Oral Statement of Louis Allstadt 

 
 

 
February 2, 2016 

  

Statement to EPA Science Advisory Board Regarding 

Assessment of the Potential Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing for Oil and Gas on Drinking 
Water Resources  

 

My name is Lou Allstadt. I live in Cooperstown, NY. 

 

I am a former Executive Vice President of Mobil Oil Corporation and was a member of its 
Executive Committee. In the late 1990s I was Operating Officer in charge of Exploration and 
Production in the Western Hemisphere.  I am now retired. 

 

I support the Science Advisory Board’s work and urge the SAB to continue pressing the U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to revise its report.   

 

I have been following hydraulic fracturing developments for many years. In my view lax state 
laws and regulations, and current industry practices, have repeatedly failed to protect water 
resources.  They have proven inadequate through the entire process, from drilling through well 
completion, disposal of flowback fluids and drilling waste, gathering, processing and 
transportation.  In addition, they have proven inadequate to protect against greenhouse gas 
emission, again throughout the entire process,  

 

The hydraulic fracturing process needs to be viewed in its entirety, not for just the short period 
during well completions when the actual hydraulic fracturing (fracking) takes place. 

 



Industry statements claiming that the fracking process has been used for decades are misleading 
at best.  The current process uses 50 to100 times the amounts of fluids and chemicals than the 
earlier conventional wells used. 

 

I believe the current EPA report on fracking seriously understates the impact on drinking water 
and greenhouse gas emissions.  The EPA report needs to be revised to reflect the preponderance 
of the most recent peer-reviewed data, including full reporting on Parker County, TX, Pavillion, 
WY, and Dimmock, PA. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

 

Louis W. Allstadt 

 


