
To: Edward Hanlon/DC/USEPA/US@EPA 
Date: 03/04/2011 03:49 PM 
Subject: <Comment(s)> RE: US-EPA Hydraulic Fracturing Study 
 
 
<Comment(s)>  NOTE:   
The SAB plans to review the draft plan March 7-8, 2011. Consistent with the operating 
procedures of the SAB, an opportunity will be provided for stakeholders and the public to 
provide comments to the SAB during their review.  
Source: http://water.epa.gov/type/groundwater/uic/class2/hydraulicfracturing/index.cfm 
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WV/PA MONONGAHELA AREA WATERSHEDS COMPACT  
330 Dream Catcher Circle 
Morgantown, WV 26508 
 
  
1. The WV/PA Monongahela Area Watersheds Compact involves over 40 organizations 
concerned for the air, water, land and public health in our Region. We recognize the urgent need 
for federal legislation to limit the negative impacts of Marcellus Shale natural gas development 
in West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Air pollution problems are very serious in our region, from 
leakage, venting, flares, blowdown, and other intentional and fugitive emissions.  Only by 
aggregating the wells, the gathering lines, the processing equipment, the storage tanks, the 
compressor stations, and the pipeline transfer equipment 
can the public be protected here in our region.  We have unusually high organic volatiles that 
accompany the methane from the Marcellus shale and other natural gas strata in northwestern 
West Virginia and southwestern Pennsylvania.   If flares burn for three days and monitoring is 
done the week before or the week after, then the monitoring data is not accurate or 
representative.  If production wells are vented for 48 hours, then monitoring at one or two 
locations will not pick up a representative result.  Yet, all these hydrocarbons are heavier than air 
and they easily drift into the various valleys and hollows of West Virginia and  Pennsylvania.  
The impacts on our people, on our wildlife, on our biosphere, and on our infrastructure are 
profound. 
  
2. The Monongahela River watershed and other watersheds in West Virginia and Pennsylvania 
are in a long-term crisis condition as a result of increasing levels of total dissolved solids and 
other effluents. Some of these streams have already been recognized as “impaired” and in need 
of comprehensive protection plans. The WV/PA Monongahela Area Watersheds Compact 
herewith requests that all the citizens of these States participate with us in contacting our 
Governor(s), our Legislators, and the various agencies of government to enact needed legislation, 
establish needed regulations and enforce the laws to conserve and protect our drinking water, our 
agricultural water, our industrial water, our aquatic life, as well as our recreational and 
commercial waterways.  
  



3. The current “boom” in natural gas development in West Virginia and Pennsylvania is a 
tremendous economic benefit to our States. This “boom” can and should provide the financial 
resources to maintain and protect the public roads, the public and private lands, the waterways 
and the atmosphere throughout the States. The public health is at risk in some areas as are the 
drilling team workers and the supporting work force personnel. We call upon state and federal 
governmental bodies to address these problems. In addition to legislation and regulations, an 
adequate number of inspectors and enforcement staff must be assigned to these problems as soon 
as it is possible to do so.  
  
4. The drilling, transportation and processing of Marcellus Shale gas in West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania will require the investment of billions of dollars and result in billions of dollars 
worth of gas being produced while generating thousands of jobs in both States. In order to ensure 
that the process is accomplished in an environmentally sound and safe manner that benefits the 
people and the economies of both WV and PA, the WV/PA Monongahela Area Watersheds 
Compact herewith endorses and promotes the hiring of fully-trained local workers with 
competitive wages and full benefits for work in Marcellus related projects. The Compact further 
supports apprenticeship and training programs for workers and contractors and for programs to 
ensure the health and safety of the workers involved. Worker training is tied to the public health. 
  
  
Duane G. Nichols, Ph.D. Chemical Engineer 
Co-Chair, WV/PA Monongahela Area Watersheds Compact 
330 Dream Catcher Circle, Morgantown, WV 26508 
 
 


