
CERCLA Phase

   alternatives

Remedy Implementation

Activities

    National priorities listing

    Preliminary assessment
    Site investigation
    Hazard ranking system evaluation

Proposed Plan
Present preferred alternative.

    Baseline risk assessment
    Site Characterization Gather information sufficient to support an informed risk management decision regarding 

which remedy appears to be the most appropriate for a given site.
   Treatability studies

    Scoping the RI/FS 

Pre-Remedial Process

Design and construct remedy utilizing information contained in the ROD and other relevant
documents.  Write Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD) or ROD Amendments (of 

    Development  and 
    screening of alternatives    
    Detailed analysis of 

Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) Tasks and Subtasks

Public Comment

Preliminary identification of site hazards and evaluation of the need for action under 
Superfund remedial program.

    Remedial Action
    Remedial Design

Minimum 30-day public comment period held on the Proposed Plan, RI/FS, and other 
contents of the Administrative Record file.

Remedy Selection Process

Record of Decision (ROD)

Make final determination on remedy.
Remedy Selection

Certify that the remedy complies with CERCLA, outline the technical goals of the remedy, 
provide background information on the site, summarize the analysis of alternatives, and 
explain the rationale for the remedy selected.

Make initial identification of preferred alternative based upon preliminary balancing of 
tradeoffs among alternatives using the nine criteria.

Notes:
The RI has been completed for Area 3.  The feasibility study is the next step.
Remedial designs are being completed for other San Gabriel Basin Operable Units including Baldwin Park, El Monte, 
Puente Valley, South El Monte, and Whittier Narrows1. 
CERCLA – The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act.
Hazard Ranking System is an EPA scoring system to prioritize sites under the Superfund program. 

Figure 1-2
CERCLA Process for Area 3

Remedial Investigation
San Gabriel Valley Area 3 Superfund Site

Operate and maintain the remedy and ensure protectiveness through 5-year reviews

docu e ts te p a at o o S g ca t e e ces ( S ) o O e d e ts (o
appropriate) 

Modified from the Guide to Preparing Superfund Proposed Plans, Records of Decision, and Other Remedy Selection Decision Documents (EPA, 1999). 
    

    Remedial Action

   5-Year Reviews

Long-term Remedy Maintenance
   Operation and Maintenance

1Whittier Narrows Remedial Design and Construction are complete.
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