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The United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), in cooperation and consultation
with the Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency (NN EPA), is surveying homes that
may have been constructed with materials from uranium mining. These surveys will help the US
EPA and NN EPA determine if further action is necessary.

Past Surveys
In 1975 the US EPA conducted an initial survey in the Cane Valley area of Dennehotso and

Oljato Chapters on the Navajo Nation. The 1975 study identified 37 structures at 16 home-sites,
some with elevated levels of radiation.

In 1981 thru 2001 multiple agencies also conducted surveys across Teec Nos Pos, Red Valley,
Sweetwater and Cove Chapters. In 2006, Diné College compiled the results of these studies that
identified 33 structures, some with elevated levels of radiation, and submitted the report to US
EPA.

In total, 70 structures and dwellings were identified by these reports. Some of these structures
were demolished by the Navajo Nation, and others were demolished by the families themselves.
Other structures were simply locked, boarded-up and abandoned, or they are still occupied to this
day. Poor records exist regarding those structures that were either demolished by the families,
abandoned or remain inhabited. To ensure that all of these homes and home sites are free from
the hazards of the uranium mines, the US EPA will perform new surveys to determine if
additional steps need to be taken to protect the residents.

2008 Surveys
The US EPA will begin by focusing on the 70 structures that were initially identified in the past

surveys. It will take approximately three days to completely survey each structure.
US EPA will:

Day 1

Use a Global Positioning System (GPS) to identify the exact location of a dwelling. Place radon
detectors in structures. Take pictures of radon detector locations. Outline one-half-acre area
around the home site with measuring tape and markers (temporary stakes or flags).

Day 2

Place gamma detector near the center of the dwelling and take a measurement for approximately
five minute, and survey the ceiling, floor and walls of the dwelling. Furniture and other objects
in the dwelling will not be disturbed. This should take approximately one hour. Survey the one-
half-acre area around the home site with a gamma detector. Objects in the yard will not be
disturbed. This should take approximately one hour as well. Take photos of the outside of the
dwelling and its immediate surroundings.

Day 3

Pick up radon detectors and process the results for analysis. Follow up on any additional gamma
surveying that was not completed during Day 2.



Access Agreements

The US EPA needs your permission to enter your homes. You can refuse to have the survey
performed. US EPA and/or NN EPA representatives will contact you to ask you to sign an
access agreement that grants the US EPA permission to perform the duties identified on the
access agreement. Agency representatives will also ask questions about the number of structures
on the home site, the source of the building materials and where suspected materials are located

in the structures.

Final Report

The final report for each home site will consist of gamma survey results, radon results,
maps/diagrams of the dwelling and one-half-acre home site and photos. Personal information

regarding people living in the dwelling will be kept confidential.

The final report will be made available to residents and NN EPA as soon as possible. We
anticipate this will take less than six months.

Next Steps

If results of the survey show that further action is needed, US EPA will discuss options with you
in detail. US EPA will get your agreement before taking any additional action.

Questions

If you have additional questions about the surveys or you would like to have your home surveyed
in the future please contact your Chapter Community Services Coordinator, NN EPA or US EPA

representative.

Contact Information

US EPA
Harry L. Allen
On-Scene Coordinator
US EPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne St.(SFD9-2)
San Francisco, CA 94105
415-972-3063
allen.harryl @epa.gov

Luis Garcia-Bakarich
Community Involvement
Coordinator
US EPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne St.(SFD-3)
San Francisco, CA 94105
415-972-3237 or
800-231-3075

garcia-bakarich.luis@epa.gov

Navajo Nation EPA
Stanley Edison
Navajo Superfund Program
PO Box 2946
Window Rock, AZ 86515
928-871-6861
800-314-1846
pasi_swa@hotmail.com

Lillie Lane
Public Information Officer
PO Box 339
Window Rock, AZ 86515
928-871-6092
lane_lillie5S0@hotmail.com

Navajo Nation Chapters
Teec Nos Pos
928-656-3662

Dennehotso Chapter
928-658-3300
Oljato Chapter
435-727-5850
Kayenta Chapter
928-697-5520
Red Valley Chapter
928-653-5800
Cove Chapter
928-653-5806
Beclabito Chapter
928-656-3265
Tuba City Chapter
928-283-3284
Sweet Water Chapter
305-351-9219
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