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The United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), in cooperation and consultation 
with the Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency (NN EPA), is surveying homes that 
may have been constructed with materials from uranium mining.  These surveys will help the US 
EPA and NN EPA determine if further action is necessary. 

Past Surveys 
In 1975 the US EPA conducted an initial survey in the Cane Valley area of Dennehotso and 
Oljato Chapters on the Navajo Nation.  The 1975 study identified 37 structures at 16 home-sites, 
some with elevated levels of radiation.    

In 1981 thru 2001 multiple agencies also conducted surveys across Teec Nos Pos, Red Valley, 
Sweetwater and Cove Chapters.  In 2006, Diné College compiled the results of these studies that 
identified 33 structures, some with elevated levels of radiation, and submitted the report to US 
EPA. 

In total, 70 structures and dwellings were identified by these reports.  Some of these structures 
were demolished by the Navajo Nation, and others were demolished by the families themselves.  
Other structures were simply locked, boarded-up and abandoned, or they are still occupied to this 
day.  Poor records exist regarding those structures that were either demolished by the families, 
abandoned or remain inhabited.  To ensure that all of these homes and home sites are free from 
the hazards of the uranium mines, the US EPA will perform new surveys to determine if 
additional steps need to be taken to protect the residents.   

2008 Surveys 
The US EPA will begin by focusing on the 70 structures that were initially identified in the past 
surveys.  It will take approximately three days to completely survey each structure. 

US EPA will: 

Day 1 
Use a Global Positioning System (GPS) to identify the exact location of a dwelling. Place radon 
detectors in structures. Take pictures of radon detector locations. Outline one-half-acre area 
around the home site with measuring tape and markers (temporary stakes or flags). 
Day 2 
Place gamma detector near the center of the dwelling and take a measurement for approximately 
five minute, and survey the ceiling, floor and walls of the dwelling. Furniture and other objects 
in the dwelling will not be disturbed. This should take approximately one hour. Survey the one-
half-acre area around the home site with a gamma detector. Objects in the yard will not be 
disturbed. This should take approximately one hour as well. Take photos of the outside of the 
dwelling and its immediate surroundings. 
Day 3 
Pick up radon detectors and process the results for analysis.  Follow up on any additional gamma 
surveying that was not completed during Day 2. 



Access Agreements 
The US EPA needs your permission to enter your homes.  You can refuse to have the survey 
performed.  US EPA and/or NN EPA representatives will contact you to ask you to sign an 
access agreement that grants the US EPA permission to perform the duties identified on the 
access agreement.  Agency representatives will also ask questions about the number of structures 
on the home site, the source of the building materials and where suspected materials are located 
in the structures. 

Final Report 
The final report for each home site will consist of gamma survey results, radon results, 
maps/diagrams of the dwelling and one-half-acre home site and photos. Personal information 
regarding people living in the dwelling will be kept confidential. 

The final report will be made available to residents and NN EPA as soon as possible. We 
anticipate this will take less than six months.  

Next Steps 
If results of the survey show that further action is needed, US EPA will discuss options with you 
in detail. US EPA will get your agreement before taking any additional action. 

Questions 
If you have additional questions about the surveys or you would like to have your home surveyed 
in the future please contact your Chapter Community Services Coordinator, NN EPA or US EPA 
representative. 

Contact Information 

US EPA 
Harry L. Allen 

On-Scene Coordinator 
US EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne St.(SFD9-2) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

415-972-3063 
allen.harryl@epa.gov 

Luis Garcia-Bakarich 
Community Involvement 

Coordinator 
US EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne St.(SFD-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

415-972-3237 or 
800-231-3075 

garcia-bakarich.luis@epa.gov 

Navajo Nation EPA 
Stanley Edison 

Navajo Superfund Program 
PO Box 2946 

Window Rock, AZ 86515 
928-871-6861 
800-314-1846 

pasi_swa@hotmail.com 

Lillie Lane 
Public Information Officer      

PO Box 339                  
Window Rock, AZ 86515       

928-871-6092 
lane_lillie50@hotmail.com 

Navajo Nation Chapters 
Teec Nos Pos 
928-656-3662 


Dennehotso Chapter

928-658-3300 


Oljato Chapter 

435-727-5850 


Kayenta Chapter 

928-697-5520 


Red Valley Chapter 
                               928-653-5800 

                       Cove Chapter 

                928-653-5806 


Beclabito Chapter 

928-656-3265 


Tuba City Chapter 

928-283-3284 


Sweet Water Chapter 

305-351-9219 



	US EPA to Survey Construction Materials inHomes on the Navajo Nation
	Past Surveys
	2008 Surveys
	US EPA will:
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3

	Access Agreements
	Final Report
	Next Steps
	Questions
	Contact Information
	US EPA
	Navajo Nation EPA
	Navajo Nation Chapters



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


