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Remediation of OII North Parcel Begins

P
This update is provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to advise community members

and other interested parties of upcoming activities at the Operating Industries, Inc. Landfill (OII) Superfund
site.  In this fact sheet you will find information on the planned remediation and redevelopment of the North

arcel of the OII Landfill.  Plans by the City of Monterey Park call for redeveloping this part of the OII site as a regional
retail shopping center.

Remediation of North
Parcel in Preparation
for Redevelopment
The 45-acre North Parcel was impacted to a much
lesser degree from landfill operations than the South
Parcel (see Site History page 2). A portion of the North
Parcel (the western 10 acres) is a former landfill con-
taining municipal waste and construction debris.  The
remedy for this 10-acre area is a relatively flat cap,
while the remaining 35 acres do not require any
cleanup action.  As a result, development of the North
Parcel for commercial uses will be possible.

In October 2004 the Work Defen-
dants began the pre-design phase of
the cleanup.  Pre-design work, in-
tended to help better understand
site characteristics and provide a
sound basis for final design, in-
cluded: geotechnical and chemical
characterization; gas sampling; and
preliminary configuration of the
cleanup components (excavation,
landfill cover, gas control system,
surface water management system,
etc.).  The Work Defendants and
EPA worked with other parties in-
volved with aspects of the final en-
gineered design such as the City of
Monterey Park, CalTrans, the Cali-
fornia Department of Toxic Sub-
stances Control and the potential
site developers.

EPA approved the remedial design for the North Parcel
in May 2008, and mobilization for the work has begun.
The public may already be seeing equipment and reme-
dial construction activity on site.  Remediation for this
part of the OII site is expected to take 6-12 months and
must be completed before redevelopment activities can
begin.

The remediation of the OII Landfill North Parcel is ex-
pected to be protective of human health and the envi-
ronment.  Permanent institutional controls (restrictions
to ensure the cap remedy is not compromised) on the
North Parcel will assure long-term protectiveness.
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North Parcel
Remedial Phases
Remediation of the North Parcel is
divided into phases, from pre-mobi-
lization to demobilization.

$ Pre-mobilization – This work
has included conducting field
investigations in specific areas
to refine the cleanup approach,
bringing in soil for the environ-
mental cover and finalizing the
selection of qualified
contractors.

$ Mobilization – This phase in-
cludes bringing onto the site
the equipment needed to do
the work, clearing vegetation,
installing stormwater and runoff
controls and the temporary re-
location of utilities.  Equipment
will include earth-moving ve-
hicles, cranes, worker and
agency vehicles and haul
trucks.

$ Excavation and remediation –
Portions of the 10-acre landfill
extend into an area near the
freeway.  Waste material will be
removed near the freeway to
create a clean corridor for pos-
sible future freeway expansion.
In addition, a few areas along
the freeway contain lead-im-
pacted surface soil resulting
from decades of vehicle ex-
haust.  These areas will be ex-
cavated and the soil placed
within the North Parcel landfill
prior to landfill cover
construction.

$ Preparation for site redevelop-
ment – The North Parcel
cleanup is planned to provide a
site ready for development.
The environmental work will
provide final site grades that
will meet the requirements for
federal and state laws and be
compatible with developers’ re-
quirements for a buildable site.
This includes utility corridors
above the landfill cover and a
landfill gas monitoring and col-
lection system.  After the envi-
ronmental work is complete, in

the future it is expected that
this portion also will be used for
development, with all required
and appropriate protections.

$ Restoration and demobiliza-
tion – In the final phase, site
surveys and operations and
maintenance testing are con-
ducted.  After EPA considers
the work complete, the equip-
ment, materials and workers on
the remedial team are removed
to make way for the City’s de-
velopment team.

OII Landfill Site History
In 1948 landfill operations began at the Operating Industries, Inc. (OII)
site, located between the cities of Montebello and Monterey Park.  Con-
struction of the Pomona (60) Freeway in the mid-1960s physically divided
the landfill into two parcels, the South Parcel and North Parcel.

The South Parcel, approximately 145 acres in size, received the majority
of wastes including residential and commercial refuse, liquid wastes, and
various hazardous wastes. The North Parcel is about 45 acres in size, and
approximately 10 acres of the western side of the North Parcel were used
as a landfill and received primarily construction and debris waste. The
majority of this waste on the North Parcel is composed of wood, glass,
metal, paper, cardboard, brick, asphalt, concrete and plastic.

In 1984 the landfill, still owned by OII, stopped accepting wastes.  The
OII Landfill was placed on EPA’s National Priorities List (NPL or Super-
fund list) two years later, in May 1986.  Following that, EPA finalized
cleanup remedies for the site (Records of Decision or RODs) in 1988 and
1996 and has entered into Consent Decrees with the Potentially Respon-
sible Parties (PRPs) to implement those remedies.  This was accomplished
under the authority of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA or Superfund law).  Some of the
PRPs agreed to undertake the work required to implement the remedies
and are referred to as Work Defendants.   EPA and the Work Defendants
have worked to implement the cleanup remedies for the South Parcel
which include a protective landfill cover along with leachate (landfill liq-
uids) and landfill gas control systems.
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Construction and
Minimizing Its Effects
During the North Parcel’s cleanup, there will be in-
creased dust, noise and traffic on the site.  However,
there will also be ongoing dust control and site traffic
management.  Construction vehicles will be stationed
within the North Parcel property and not on city
streets.  Hours of operation for remedial work on the
North Parcel will be Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. – 5
p.m., and Saturday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Residents should
be assured that every attempt will be made to minimize
any effects this work might have on the nearby commu-
nity.  Although we do not expect any impact on resi-
dents, we encourage anyone with questions or concerns
regarding this phase of the OII site cleanup to contact
any of the EPA representatives listed below.

For More Information
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthorne St.
San Francisco, CA  94105

Vicki Rosen
Community Involvement Coordinator (SFD-3)
(415) 972-3244
rosen.vicki@epa.gov

Pankaj Arora
Remedial Project Manager (SFD-7-4)
(415) 972-3040
arora.pankaj@epa.gov

Shiann-Jang Chern
Remedial Project Manager (SFD-7-4)
(415) 972-3268
chern.shiann-jang@epa.gov

You may reach any of the above EPA staff
toll-free at (800) 231-3075.  Please leave a
message and your call will be returned.

Information Repositories
Copies of documents pertaining to the OII Landfill site
investigation and cleanup are available at the following
locations.  The Administrative Record for the site is lo-
cated at the Monterey Park Library and the Superfund
Records Center.

Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library
318 South Ramona Avenue
Monterey Park, CA 91754
(626) 307-1333

Hours: Mon., Tues. Noon - 9 P.M.
Wed. - Fri. 10 A.M. - 6 P.M.
Sat. 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.
Sun. 1 P.M. - 5 P.M.

Montebello Public Library
1550 W. Beverly Blvd.
Montebello, CA 90640
(323) 722-6551

Hours: Mon., Tues. 10 A.M. – 8 P.M.
Wed., Thurs. 10 A.M. – 6 P.M.
Fri., Sat. 10 A.M. – 5 P.M.

Superfund Records Center
95 Hawthorne St., 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 A.M. – 5 P.M.

EPA Superfund Website,
http://www.epa.gov/region09/operatingindustries
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