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UPDATE ON SITE ACTIVITIES

Both the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and a group of potentially responsible
parties (PRPs) working under EPA’s oversight have made substantial progress on the investigations of
groundwater and soil contamination at the Omega Chemical Superfund Site in Whittier, CA (Figure 1).
This fact sheet discusses the ongoing investigations and clean up at the different operable units of the

Omega site.

Remedial Investigation Update

In October 2007, the PRP group known as the Omega
Chemical Site PRP Organized Group (OPOG) com-
pleted the Remedial Investigation (RI) and Human
Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) for soils in Operable
Unit 1 (OU-1) of the Omega site. The RI report de-
scribes the nature and extent of soil contamination in
the OU-1 area, which includes the former Omega prop-
erty and immediate vicinity. The HHRA report in turn
evaluates potential current and future risks to human
health posed by the contamination.

OPOG used the results of the OU-1 Rl and HHRA re-
ports to prepare the draft Feasibility Study (FS) report in
December 2007. The FS, which evaluates possible soil
cleanup alternatives, is currently being reviewed by EPA
and the State. The FS will serve as the basis for EPAs
identification of a preferred cleanup alternative for OU-
1 soils. The preferred alternative will be described in
greater detail in a Proposed Plan, which EPA expects to
issue later this year for public comment. As part of the
comment process, EPA will host a public meeting (cur-
rently scheduled for summer 2008) to solicit comments
on the proposed clean-up plan.

EPA is also conducting a RI for the area of groundwater
contamination (referred to as OU-2) that extends four
miles to the southwest of the Omega property. EPA ex-
pects to complete the RI for this part of the site during
first half of 2008. The results of the OU-2 RI will be
summarized in a future fact sheet.
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Figure 1: Location of former Omega Chemical
facility
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. In September 2005, EPA selected an
1" = 100° interim groundwater remedy for the
NOTE S — OU-1 area that will use a groundwa-

ter extraction and treatment system
to prevent highly contaminated
groundwater in the OU-1 area from
migrating into OU-2 (See Figure 2).
In September 2006, OPOG in-
stalled a series of groundwater ex-
traction wells along Putnam Street,
and construction of the treatment
system began in January 2008.
Startup of the extraction wells and
treatment plant is scheduled for late
2008.

ALL LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE.

Indoor Air
Investigation

Indoor air sampling was initially
conducted at five buildings on and
near the former Omega property in
May 2004. Sampling results revealed
.. - that volatile organic compounds

- - B— (VOCs), which are primary
Figure 2: Groundwater Extraction Well Locations

For Additional Information, Please Contact:

Lauren Berkman Christopher Lichens

Community Involvement Coordinator Remedial Project Manager

U.S. EPA Region 9 (SFD-3) U.S. EPA Region 9 (SFD-7-4)

75 Hawthorne Street 75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105 San Francisco, CA 94105

Direct Line (415) 972-3292 Direct Line (415) 972-3149
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You may also call the toll-free message line
at 800-231-3075. Your call will be returned.
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contaminants at the Omega site, have migrated from
contaminated soil and groundwater and accumulated in
these buildings. The indoor VOC levels were highest in
Skateland, adjacent to the former Omega property. In
April 2006, EPA directed OPOG to undertake an in-
door air cleanup action at Skateland. However, in Sep-
tember 2006, OPOG purchased the Skateland property
and in 2007 demolished the building, eliminating the
need for the proposed indoor air cleanup action.

In 2008, additional sampling will be conducted in a sec-
ond building on one of the original properties. EPA will
evaluate the results of all indoor air sampling to deter-
mine whether cleanup measures are needed at any of the
buildings on these properties.

Technical Assistance Program

A Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) is available for citi-
zens who live near the Omega site. The grant helps
qualified citizen groups affected by a Superfund site to
hire an independent technical advisor to help interpret
and comment on site-related information. An initial
grant of up to $50,000 is available. For further informa-
tion about the grant, please call us and request an appli-
cation (toll-free 800-231-3075) or get it from the TAG
web page by typing “TAG” in the search box at
www.epa.gov and pressing “GO.”

Glossary Terms

Remedial Investigation (RI): An in-depth study
to determine the nature and extent of contami-
nation at a Superfund site; assess risks to hu-
man health and the environment; and conduct
treatability testing as necessary to evaluate po-
tential treatment technologies. The remedial in-
vestigation often overlaps with preparation of
the feasibility study. Together they are usually
referred to as the “RI/FS”.

Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA):
Qualitative and quantitative evaluation of the risk
posed to human health by the specific pollut-
ants found at the site.

Information Repository: A location accessible
to community members (such as a local library)
that houses documents, reports and other site-
related information, general information about
Superfund, newspaper notices and the Admin-
istrative Record for the site. EPA also maintains
an information repository for all Superfund sites
at its offices in San Francisco.

Site Information Repository

web page for Omega Chemical at www.epa.gov/region09/0OmegaChemical.

The EPA maintains site information repositories at the Whittier Public Library and N\

at the EPA Superfund Records Center in San Francisco. These repositories contain == Q
project documents, fact sheets, and reference materials. The EPA encourages you ’
to review these documents to gain a more complete understanding of the site. The in-

EPA Superfund Records Center
95 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 536-2000

formation repositories’ locations are listed below. The EPA also has a site information %

I Whittier Public Library
7344 S. Washington Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602
(562) 464-3450
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