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U.S. EPA COMPLETES REMOVAL ASSESSMENT

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Emergency Response Section completed a Removal 
Assessment in August 2005 in Humboldt, Yavapai 
County, Arizona. The assessment consisted of soil 
sampling and analyses at privately owned, residen­
tial parcels located along the stream corridor known 
as the Chaparral Gulch.  The Chaparral Gulch 
passes beneath the highway and flows to the east 
southeast. The Site is divided by Highway 69. 

The parcels are believed to be impacted by erosion of 
mine tailings from the nearby Iron King Mine during 
rain and flood events and potentially air dispersion. 
Historical soil sampling results from the Chaparral 
Gulch collected by the Arizona Department of Envi­
ronmental Quality (ADEQ) demonstrated that Ar­
senic and Lead levels could be a cause for concern at 
the Site. 

Sampling Activities 
In August 2005, EPA assessed 17 properties along 
the Chaparral Gulch. The EPA collected nine soil 
samples from 0-6 inches below ground surface, and 
one sample at 1.5 feet below ground surface. The 
samples were analyzed for Arsenic and Lead in a 
laboratory. Statistical analyses were performed on 
the sampling results to determine representative 
concentrations of Arsenic and Lead on the surface of 
each property. 

U.S. EPA Contacts 
If you have questions or concerns, please contact 
either of the following individuals: 

Harry Allen 
On-Scene Coordinator (SFD-9-2) 
415-972-3063 or toll-free (800) 231-3075 
allen.harryL@epa.gov 

André Villaseñor 
Community Involvement Coordinator (SFD-3) 
(415) 972-3238 or toll-free (800) 231-3075 
villasenor.andre@epa.gov 

75 Hawthorne St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Sampling Results 
Soil sampling results allowed EPA to quickly identify 
whether or not the levels of Arsenic and Lead pose a 
potential human health risk. EPA has observed 
elevated arsenic levels on some of the properties. 
EPA will contact those property owners individually 
to discuss possible next steps. 

The EPA provided the results specific for each prop­
erty to the property owners and authorized person­
nel, including town, State and Federal officials. In 
order to protect the privacy of each property owner, 
the results are not available to the general public. 

EPA, in collaboration with the ADEQ, collected 8 soil 
samples in the Town of Dewey-Humboldt to search 
for potential contamination resulting from air deposi­
tion. Results from these samples may not be repre­
sentative of risk but may justify additional assess­
ment activities in the vicinity of the Humboldt 
smelter. 

More information pertaining to all of the soil sam­
pling is available in the October 2005 Removal 
Assessment Final Report at the site repositories 
listed below. The Final Report contains all of the 
sampling data. 

Please feel free to contact your EPA representatives 
with any concerns or questions you may have. 

Site Repositories 

EPA Superfund Records Center 
95 Hawthorne St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
415-536-2000 
Hours: M-F, 8AM-5PM 

Town of Dewey-Humboldt 
Town Hall 
2735 S. Highway 69, Suite 11 
Humboldt, AZ 
928-632-7362 
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