
February 13, 2015 

Yarissa Martinez, P. E. 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

Southern California District Office  

Region 9, Superfund Division 

600 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1460 

Los Angeles, California   90017  

 

Del Amo Action Committee’s Comments on Proposed Plan for the Montrose 

Superfund Site Dense Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid Remediation 

 

Dear Yarissa Martinez, 

Thank you for extending the public comment period.  Additionally, we 

appreciate that EPA will accept additional comments and not move forward 

with finalizing the ROD until an EPA supported technology screening occurs, 

prior to September 30, 2015 as stated in your email of February 7, 2015. 

 

We remain concerned that there is not a clear understanding of the extent of 

contamination in the groundwater underneath the communities adjacent to the 

Montrose property.  We are extremely anxious about the increasing 

contamination levels in the shallow groundwater.  We believe there is a real 

possibility that these cancer causing chemicals could be seeping into the air 

under and in homes in the community, which EPA is currently investigating.  

The thought of using a technology that will encourage this very concentrated 

thick mass of chlorobenzene to volatize so it can be captured and treated is truly 

frightening considering the uncertainties.  We believe that more needs to be 

done to work with the community so we can understand the scenarios of what 

could happen if the treatment does not go as planned.  There are families living 

on top of these plumes and adjacent to these DNAPL masses.  Families that 

have endured decades of exposure to the various operable units of this site 

which are undergoing various remediation associated activities.  We feel there is 

a clear lack of coordination between these operable units, in some instances it 

seems the “cart has been put in front of the horse”. 

 

The Technical Impracticability (TI) Waiver Zone needs to be revisited.  We 

believe it is a clear environmental injustice and has created parts of the 

community which are now sacrifice zones.  We believe that there could be ways 

to clean groundwater in these areas and to not even try makes members of the 

community feel like their lives are not valued the same as others.  To 

emotionally inflict harm by creating this zone of containment is cruel and un-

necessary.  We would like to know when EPA will look at this issue with us, as 

we have made many requests for a firm date to do so. 

 

We remain confused about why many possible useful technologies were 

screened out early on in the process.  Since the Record of Decision (ROD) for 

the groundwater remediating was signed in 1999, over 15 years ago we believe 
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that there could be options available to us today that were not back then.  Had the treatment plant 

been built soon after the ROD was signed we would have undergone three five-year reviews 

which I believe would have had a component to them to revisit current technology practices to 

see if the treatment system was doing the best it can. 

 

The concerns we have raised here and that we have repeatedly stated verbally are why we remain 

terrified that impacts to our health, which we believe are due in some part to the exposure and 

combined effects of these chemicals, in our groundwater, soil, air, homegrown produce, chicken 

and eggs will increase.  The community is not as healthy and vibrant as it should be.  The Del 

Amo Acton Committee was formed by community residents in response to the diminished health 

conditions we observed back in 1993 and we have dedicated the past 23 years to make our 

community a healthier place to live, work and play.  A vision many of us believe may not be 

attainable for our community which is living at ground zero, we deserve better.  Relocation is a 

serious goal for us.  A plan to contain contamination under our homes over the next 5,000 years 

is not an option we can support. 

 

A holistic approach that pulls all the operable units back together so we can look at the whole 

picture and not the piece meal approach which is overly complicated and hard to grasp needs to 

be developed.  Until this time the pieces as proposed, like the DNAPL proposed plan, are 

fragmented and overwhelming to those that will be most impacted by the decisions made 

yesterday and today, the residents of this community. 

 

Our technical advisor, Markus Niebanck, has reviewed EPA documents for this piece of the 

puzzle and has made several comments which we are including here: 

 

1.  The technical advisor recommends that EPA more clearly state that the groundwater remedy 

selected to contain DNAPL outside the focused treatment areas is estimated to take over 3,000 

years at this site. 

 

2.  The advisor recommends that EPA state clearly that the proposed remedy will not remove the 

residual DNAPL trapped between soil particles, or the DNAPL located outside the “focused 

treatment area.”   

 

3.  The advisor recommends that the Proposed Plan reference all California agencies, including 

the Water Replenishment District, that have been engage in the Proposed Plan preparation to 

assure stakeholders that relevant agencies have been given an opportunity to participate in this 

important process. 
 

Just doing anything is not the same as doing something.  Precious lives are living on top the toxic 

soup created by the Montrose Chemical responsible parties. We are not safe living here and are 

scared things will get worse if “heated up”. 

 

Cynthia Babich     Cynthia Medina 

Director, Del Amo Action Committee  Assistant Director, Del Amo Acton Committee 
 

Florence Gharibian 

Chair of the Del Amo Action Committee Board of Directors 


