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EPA ANNOUNCES SAMPLING PROGRAM
TO BEGIN IN FEBRUARY 1990

INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has initiated soil and groundwater sam-
pling to determine the amount of contamination
present at the Brown & Bryant pesticide facility in
Arvin, CA.

Brown and Bryant formulated and distributed
pesticides at the plant from 1960 through 1988.
Accidental spillage and improper on-site disposal
methods resulted in soil and groundwater con-
tamination. Under orders from the State of Cali-
fornia, Brown & Bryant conducted alimited inves-
tigation and removed some of the soil contamina-
tion in the late 1980's. However, last year the firm
went out of business, leaving EPA and the Califor-
nia’s Department of Health Services (DHS) tosolve
the remaining contamination problems.

DHS began the initial phase of cleanup work
and will continue to assist EPA in on-going activi-
ties. In June 1988, EPA proposed that the site be
placed on EPA’s National Priorities List--a list of
hazardous waste sites nationwide which have been
identified for cleanup under the federal Super-
fund program. This decision was made because of
the potential for the pesticides ethylene dibromide
(EDB) and Dinoseb to enter the regional drinking
water source beneath the site. The listing was
finalized in October 1989.

The City of Arvin currently uses a well 1700
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Location of Superfund Site in Arvin, CA.

feet from the site, which the Arvin Community
Services District will continue monitoring along
with other city wells for the presence of pesticides.
No pesticides have been detected in these city wells.

SAMPLING PROGRAM SCHEDULE

WHaT's NexT:

Beginning in late February and continuing for
the next few months, EPA will drill groundwater
wells and take soil samples from several locations
at the site to determine the depth and range of pes-
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ticide contamination. Once samples are gathered,
EPA will analyze the results to determine if there
are any threats to public health and environment
that should be addressed immediately. Sampling
results will be available by July 1990.

PRECAUTIONS

As a precaution, workers will be wearing pro-
tective clothing while conducting sampling. The
threat of breathing pesticide vapors is no problem
beyond a few feet of each drilling location, and
there is no threat of a release of contaminants, fires
or explosions from site activities to any residents
in Arvin. Fences will surround the area to prevent
access by unauthorized people. Large drilling rigs
will be used to install water monitoring wells and
to collect core soil samples.

Testing will begin in the Summer of 1990 for
permanent soil and groundwater dean up measures.

WHAT IS SUPERFUND?

Superfund is the commonly used name
for the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act (CER-
CLA), a federal law enacted in 1980. Super-
fund enables EPA to respond to hazardous
waste sites that threaten public health or the
environment where owners or operators are
eitherunwilling or unable to address the con-
tamination themselves.

EPA ANUNCIA UN PROGRAMA DE ANALISIS

INTRODUCCION

La Agencia para la Proteccion
Ambiental de los EEUU (EPA)
empezara pronto una limpieza
de los suelos contaminados cerca
de la fabrica de pesticidas de
Brown y Bryant en Arvin, Cali-
fornia. Las primeras etapas de
limpieza incluiran el analisis
de los suelos y de las aguas
subterraneas para determinar la
cantidad de contaminacion pre-
sente.

En la fabrica de Brown y
Bryant se formularon y distribuy-
eron pesticidas desde 1960 hasta
1988. El derrame accidental y
metodos inadecuados de de-
shechar resultaron en la contam-
inaciondelatierraydelasaguas
subterraneas. Desdeluego, la
empresa ha cerrado dejando al
EPA y al Departamento de Sa-
lud-California (DHS) para solu-

EN FEBRERO 1990

cionarlos problemasde contam-
inacion.

DHS inicio la primera etapa
de limpieza y seguira apoyando
al EPA con las actividades futu-
ras. En junio 1988, la EPA pro-
puso que la fabrica fuese incor-
porada a la Lista de Prioridades
Nacionales (NPL) - una lista de
sitios con deshechos peligrosos
en los EEUU que son identifica-
dos para limpieza bajo el pro-

grama federal de ‘Superfund’.
Estadecision fue tomada debido
al potencial de contaminacion
que los pesticidas etilino di bro-
mido (EDB) y Dinoseb represen-
tan en las aguas subterraneas.

Actualmente la ciudad de
Arvin usa un pozo de agua po-
table situado a 1700 pies de la
fabrica. Este, junto con otros
pozos de dicha ciudad, continu-
aran siendo analisados para la
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detach and mail to:

NAME/NOMBRE:

If you would like to receive information about Brown and B

MAILING LIST/LISTA DE CORREOS

Andy Bain , Community Relations Coordinator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 1235 Mission Street, (H-1-1), San Francisco, CA 94103

ryant cleanup activites in the future, please complete this coupon,

AFFILIATION/ENTIDAD:

MAILING ADDRESS/DIRECCION:

presencia de pesticidas por el
Distrito deServicios Comunitar-
ios de Arvin.

No se han detectado pesti-
cidas hasta ahora.

CUALESSONLASPROXIMAS
ETAPAS?: CALENDARIO DE
ACTIVIDADES

A partir de febrero la EPA
perforara pozos de aguas sub-
terraneasy probaralos suelosde
varios sitios para determinar la
profundidad y extencion de la
contaminacion de pesticidas. Al
recibir los espiciminas, la EPA
analisara los resultados para de-
terminar si hay riesgos inmedia-

PHONE NUMBER/TELEFONO:

tos ala salud publica o ambiente
de Arvin. Los resultados es-
taran listos en junio de 1990.

Como precausionlosobreros
vestiran con ropa protectiva. El
riesgo de respirar vapores de pes-
ticidas no es problema a unos
pies de cada lugar perforado, y
no hay riesgo de escapes de con-
taminantes, incendios, ni ex-
plosiones por actividades en el
sitio a los residentes de Arvin.
Maquinas perforadoras grandes
seran usadas para instalar los
pozos y colectar pruebas de los
suelos.

Las investigaciones se inici-
aran en el verano de 1990 con el

'Process

Site
Studies

»

/ 1990

hout this process when needed.

Cleanup

fin de encontrar soluciones de
limpieza permanentes.

QUE ES SUPERFUND?

Superfund es el nombre
comunmente usado para identi-
ficar el Acto Comprensivo de
Respuesta o accion Ambiental,
Compensacion, y Liabilidad
(CERCLA), una ley federal de
1980. Superfund permiteal EPA
responder a los sitios contam-
inados con substancias peligro-
sas que amenazan la salud pub-
lica y ambiente donde los due-
nos o operadores no quieren o
no puedensolucionarlacontam-
inacion por si mismos.

PARA MAS INFORMACION

Usted puede pasar por el
proyecto y hablar con los direc-
toresensu oficinaen el 600South
Derby mientras que estan o Usted
puede llamar Andy Bain: 1-800-
231-3075 o 415/744-1760 - o
escribir nos en las direcciones
anotadas.



 THETAG PROGRAM

EPA has a community relations activity called the Technical iésis'i_ange Grants (TAG) Pr

the TAG programis ta assistcormmunity groups in interpreting technical information: Under this pr

munity group at each Superfund site may obtain one grant of up to $5 000 in federal

* Be incorporated;

. able}, or obtain a waive

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you are interested in seeing the project first-hand and talking with those responsible for cleanup activities, please stop
“by the office at 600 South Derby. If you have any questions or would like more information on the Brown and Bryant site,
please contact:

Bob Mandel Cynthia Wetmore Andy Bain
On-Scene Coordinator Remedial Project Manager Community Relations
U.S. EPA U.S EPA U.S. EPA
1235 Mission Street (H-8-3) 1235 Mission Street (H-6-2) 1235 Mission Street (H-1-1)
San Francisco, CA 94103 San Francisco, CA 94103 San Francisco, CA 94103
Please use our toll free phone number to leave messages for Andy Bain and he will return the call:
& 1-800-231-3075 or 415/744-1760
United States 1235 Mission St. (H-1-1)
Environmental Protection Agency San Francisco, CA 94103
Region 9 Attn: Andy Bain
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