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Shipments of Decommissioned Material to Kettleman Hills 

Statement 

Decommissioned material (building debris) from buildings 4059 and 4024 has been sent to 
Kettleman Hills in full compliance with the Governor's 2002 Executive Order D-62-02.  The 
material has been surveyed and verified clean by the Department of Health Services Radiologic 
Health Branch.  Documented evidence that the material met federal and state cleanup standards 
was provided to Kettleman Hills prior to their acceptance of the material.

Background 

In September 2002, following his veto of Senate Bill 1970, Governor Gray Davis issued Executive 
Order D-62-02, known as the “Governor’s Moratorium.”  The Executive Order imposed a 
“moratorium on the disposal of decommissioned materials into Class III landfills and unclassified 
waste management units.”  The Executive Order defined decommissioned materials as “materials 
with low residual levels of radioactivity that, upon decommissioning of a licensed site, may 
presently be released with no restrictions upon their use.”   The Executive Order acknowledged 
that “no other state or the federal government monitors the disposal of residual radioactive 
materials once a site is decommissioned and released for unrestricted use.”  

In his SB 1970 veto message to the Senate, Governor Davis stated, “This bill [SB 1970] redefines 
the term ‘radioactive waste’ to include any discarded decommissioned material with the slightest 
trace of detectable radioactivity not attributable to background sources, and prohibits all such 
material from being disposed of at all existing hazardous or solid waste disposal facilities in the 
State of California. As written, this bill is overly broad, unworkable and would do little to 
significantly enhance protection of the public health.” 

The Executive Order was implemented by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)1

Since implementation of Executive Order D-62-02, Boeing has complied with the Order and 
disposed of decommissioned materials to Class I hazardous waste landfills. 

Building 4059 SNAP Facility 

The remediation/demolition of Building 4059 was split into two phases – Phase I included portions 
of the building that would be surveyed to demonstrate compliance with federal and state cleanup 
standards and be “released for unrestricted use.”  Material from this Phase I would be 
subsequently classified as decommissioned material.  Phase II would encompass the remaining 
residually contaminated shielding concrete in the building basement.  Material from Phase II 
would be managed as low level radioactive waste (LLRW) and shipped to the Department of 
Energy’s Nevada Test Site (NTS). 

In September 1999, Boeing completed a radiological survey of Phase I2 of 4059 using MARSSIM 
protocols3.
                                                          
1 Letter from Celeste Cantu, Executive Director of the State Water Resources Control Board to 
Radioactive Materials Licensees – Facility Owners and Operators, October 11, 2002 
2 RS-0008, “Building 4059 Final Status Survey Report (Phase I)”, September 11, 1999
3 MARSSIM - Nuclear Regulatory Commission NUREG-1575, Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA 402-R97-016, "Multi-Agency Radiation Survey and Site Investigation Manual",  Rev. 1, 
August 2000 
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Shipments of Decommissioned Material to Kettleman Hills 

Statement 

Decommissioned material (building debris) from buildings 4059 and 4024 has been sent to 
Kettleman Hills in full compliance with the Governor's 2002 Executive Order D-62-02.  The 
material has been surveyed and verified clean by the Department of Health Services Radiologic 
Health Branch.  Documented evidence that the material met federal and state cleanup standards 
was provided to Kettleman Hills prior to their acceptance of the material.

Background 

In September 2002, following his veto of Senate Bill 1970, Governor Gray Davis issued Executive 
Order D-62-02, known as the “Governor’s Moratorium.”  The Executive Order imposed a 
“moratorium on the disposal of decommissioned materials into Class III landfills and unclassified 
waste management units.”  The Executive Order defined decommissioned materials as “materials 
with low residual levels of radioactivity that, upon decommissioning of a licensed site, may 
presently be released with no restrictions upon their use.”   The Executive Order acknowledged 
that “no other state or the federal government monitors the disposal of residual radioactive 
materials once a site is decommissioned and released for unrestricted use.”  

In his SB 1970 veto message to the Senate, Governor Davis stated, “This bill [SB 1970] redefines 
the term ‘radioactive waste’ to include any discarded decommissioned material with the slightest 
trace of detectable radioactivity not attributable to background sources, and prohibits all such 
material from being disposed of at all existing hazardous or solid waste disposal facilities in the 
State of California. As written, this bill is overly broad, unworkable and would do little to 
significantly enhance protection of the public health.” 

The Executive Order was implemented by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)1

Since implementation of Executive Order D-62-02, Boeing has complied with the Order and 
disposed of decommissioned materials to Class I hazardous waste landfills. 

Building 4059 SNAP Facility 

The remediation/demolition of Building 4059 was split into two phases – Phase I included portions 
of the building that would be surveyed to demonstrate compliance with federal and state cleanup 
standards and be “released for unrestricted use.”  Material from this Phase I would be 
subsequently classified as decommissioned material.  Phase II would encompass the remaining 
residually contaminated shielding concrete in the building basement.  Material from Phase II 
would be managed as low level radioactive waste (LLRW) and shipped to the Department of 
Energy’s Nevada Test Site (NTS). 

In September 1999, Boeing completed a radiological survey of Phase I2 of 4059 using MARSSIM 
protocols3.
                                                          
1 Letter from Celeste Cantu, Executive Director of the State Water Resources Control Board to 
Radioactive Materials Licensees – Facility Owners and Operators, October 11, 2002 
2 RS-0008, “Building 4059 Final Status Survey Report (Phase I)”, September 11, 1999
3 MARSSIM - Nuclear Regulatory Commission NUREG-1575, Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA 402-R97-016, "Multi-Agency Radiation Survey and Site Investigation Manual",  Rev. 1, 
August 2000 
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