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After Site restoration: 

We would like to have: 
Monitoring of Air, Water, Vegetation (Plants) and Grounds 

after the restoration for "Long-Term Protection" of Human Health 
for many more generation. 

As stated in the US EPA announces Public Release of Engineering 
Evaluation and Cost Analysis and announcement of 30-day Public Comment 
period. USEPA has developed a cleanup plan to address potential exposure risk to 
Human Health. 
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Conduct Comprehensive Studies of Health Conditions 
among populations in uranium-impacted communities 

I have talk to some of your family members to "fill in the holes" of the story, which definitely 
has some gaps. Some of the questions I've asked are about basic facts, and some are more 
philosophical, about the big picture issue: the cultural impact of mining. 

I have an outline of what I've been calling "Long-Term Protection": I've been writing and 
rewriting to try to find the best way to explain to people how this mining industry impacts 
the community, psychologically and culturally. And, after a lot of thinking, I am 
considering beginning the story with my grand-daughter being the 7th generation (I think) to 
live on this land, and the fact that she's chosen not to continue living there. The fact that she 
was worried enough to move out of the area because of the health concerns tells us a lot 
about the dilemma your family faces. And it also shows the sacrifice ~ the ways in which 
living in a tribal housing community is difTerent from living among family in a more 
traditional Navajo way. Painting a picture of that contrast ~ the difference that the 12 miles 
makes between Church Rock and Redwater Pond Rd. ~ will help people understand that 
tradeoff between health and family/culture connections. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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1. Continuous air monitoring must be conducted during all clean-up activities 
and Monitoring of Air, Water, Vegetation (Plants) and Grounds after the 
reclamation for "Long-Term Protection" of Human Health. 

2. A local resident or two should be trained, certified and paid to observe all 
clean-up activities. General Electric/UNC should hire local individuals as 
clean-up workers, subject to proper training and health and safety protection. 
An outreach educational program on the effect of Uranium waste should be 
created to show the rest of the Navajo Nation what is being done at the 
NECR Mine Site and how its results will benefit clean up of abandoned 
mines in other areas of the Navajo Nation and the Grants Mineral Belt. A 
community center could be built in an uncontaminated area to serve an 
Educational Center with roads and a meeting facility. 
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Continuous Monitoring 
After Restoration AUM 

COMPREHSENIVE PLAN (5 year plan to WAXMAN) 
COMPREHSENIVE PLAN in FUNDING $ 

1. Revegetation of the effect area and the mine site will not be 
successful unless the area receives enough water and care. Some of 
us have seen how re-vegetation of the Jackpile Mine at Laguna 
Pueblo has been largely unsuccessful. The Residential Time-Critical 
Removal Action (TCRA) re-vegetation was unsuccessful. We want 
to be included in post-reclamation care for the land. A water supply 
sufficient to sustain vegetative growth should be installed at the site. 

2. We want assurances that enough money will be available for the fiill 
completion of this project. We do not want to be informed in three 
or four years that the money has run out, but the job is not yet 
completed. UNC left its mess for us to live with for more than 25 
years, and we want assurances that this won't happen again. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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Continuous Monitoring 
After Restoration AUM 

Report back to the Communities 
Every six months, Annual report back 

Not every 5 years 

Welcome to this congregation, President of NN and other dignitary 

We are committed in this Commencement, to commemorate the 30 
Anniversary of the Church Rock Uranium Tailing Spill, which is the 
worst that the world has known. 

Commencement of the Grassroots people and other organizations, to say, 
We need long-term Protection: for Human Health as a first priority, the 
Air, The Water, Mother Earth, Father Sky. 

We asked for Long-term Protection for many Generations to come. 

We asked to be included in a Nation, States, and Navajo Nation 
Health Care, 

We want the Govemment, at all levels. Federal, State, and Navajo Nation 
in Window Rock and at the Chapter level to consider our Traditional 
Medicine in our Human Health Care issues. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for cleanup of the Northeast Church Rock Mine — the highest priority 
abandoned uranium mine on the Navajo Nation. Based on our initial review, we have three immediate requests of 
USEPA Region 9: 

1. Grant an extension of the comment period on the EE/CA from July 13 to October 13, 2009. 
2. Schedule and hold public information meetings and public hearings in Churchrock Chapter and in the city of 

Gallup, N.M. 
3. Place copies of the EE/CA and other supporting documents in additional repositories, specifically at the 

Pinedale, Churchrock and Mariano Lake chapter houses and at the New Mexico Environment Department in 
Santa Fe. 

Residents of the Red Water Pond Road community and their neighbors in surrounding chapters actively 
participate in MASE and sought MASE's assistance in responding to the release of the EE/CA. MASE intends 
to deliver this letter to you at the public meeting at Pinedale Chapter on June 23, and we will provide 
testimony at the July 7 public hearing. For now, we offer the following reasons for these requests: 

First, the original 30-day comment period is far too short for the affected communities to provide informed comments. 
That EPA has been working on the EE/CA for two to three 
years is immaterial. This is the first opportunitj' for the public to comment on the clean-up plan, and one month is simply 
too little time for the public to review and understand the clean-up alternatives. Furthermore, the principles of 
environmental justice require early and frequent participation of affected communities; the 30-day comment period 
thwarts this objective. 

Second, the clean-up plan could affect a much larger segment of the local community than simply the Red Water Pond 
Road and Pipeline Road areas. If Alternative 2 is chosen, the entire Route 566 corridor from the mine site to Old Route 
66 at Church Rock Village would be affected by several years of increased traffic of trucks hauling contaminated 
materials from the site. The truck traffic could affect the east side of the city of Gallup if the waste trucks take Exit 26 
on Interstate 40. The communities of lyanbito Chapter and Ft. Wingate would be affected if waste trucks are routed east 
on Old Route 66 to Interstate 40 at Exit 33. Furthermore, residents of the area say that few people who live near Rt. 566 
have any information on the possibility that waste trucks would be traveling past their homes and businesses. Meetings 
and hearings in these communities are needed to properly inform and obtain participation from the affected residents. 
Even if EPA's preferred altemative, 5 A, is selected, the larger community could be affected by the off-site and out-of-
region transportation and disposal of the higher radiation wastes. Alternative 5 A would create an even larger permanent 
radioactive waste disposal facility than already exists at the United Nuclear Corp. uranium mill tailings facility. 

Third, wider distribution of the draft EE/CA is critical to informing the public about the cleanup. MASE stands firm in 
its support for addressing the Uranium Legacy by cleaning up abandoned uranium mines, restoring polluted water 
supplies and conducting needed population health studies. But govemment must fully infonn the affected communities 
about all remediation plans before decisions are made. We do not believe that EPA has done this effectively for the 
NECR Mine cleanup. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for cleanup of the Northeast 
Church Rock Mine — the highest priority abandoned uranium mine on the Navajo 
Nation. Based on our initial review, we have three immediate requests of USEPA 
Region 9: 

1. Grant an extension of the comment period on the EE/CA from July 13 to 
October 13, 2009. 

2. Schedule and hold public information meetings and public hearings in 
Churchrock Chapter and in the city of Gallup, N.M. 

3. Place copies of the EE/CA and other supporting documents in additional 
repositories, specifically at the Pinedale, Churchrock and Mariano Lake 
chapter houses and at the New Mexico Environment Department in Santa Fe. 

Residents of the Red Water Pond Road community and their neighbors in 
surrounding chapters actively participate in MASE and sought MASE's assistance 
in responding to the release of the EE/CA. MASE intends to deliver this letter to 
you at the public meeting at Pinedale Chapter on June 23, and we will provide 
testimony at the July 7 public hearing. For now, we offer the following reasons for 
these requests: 

First, the original 30-day comment period is far too short for the affected 
communities to provide informed comments. That EPA has been working on the 
EE/CA for two to three years is immaterial. This is the first opportunity for the 
public to comment on the clean-up plan, and one month is simply too little time for 
the public to review and understand the clean-up alternatives. Furthermore, the 
principles of environmental justice require early and frequent participation of 
affected communities; the 30-day comment period thwarts this objective. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for cleanup of the Northeast Church Rock 
Mine — the highest priority abandoned uranium mine on the Navajo Nation. Based on our 
initial review, we have three immediate requests of USEPA Region 9: 

1. Grant an extension of the comment period on the EE/CA from July 13 to October 13, 
2009. 

2. Schedule and hold public information meetings and public hearings in Churchrock 
Chapter and in the city of Gallup, N.M. 

3. Place copies of the EE/CA and other suppoiting documents in additional repositories, 
specifically at the Pinedale, Churchrock and Mariano Lake chapter houses and at the 
New Mexico Environment Department in Santa Fe. 

Residents of the Red Water Pond Road community and their neighbors in suiTounding chapters 
actively paiticipate in MASE and sought MASE's assistance in responding to the release of the 
EE/CA. MASE intends to deliver this letter to you at the public meeting at Pinedale Chapter 
on June 23, and we will provide testimony at the July 7 public hearing. For now, we offer the 
following reasons for these requests: 

Second, the clean-up plan could affect a much larger segment of the local community than 
simply the Red Water Pond Road and Pipeline Road areas. If Altemative 2 is chosen, the 
entire Route 566 corridor from the mine site to Old Route 66 at Church Rock Village would be 
affected by several years of increased traffic of trucks hauling contaminated materials from the 
site. The truck traffic could affect the east side of the city of Gallup if the waste trucks take 
Exit 26 on Interstate 40. The communities of lyanbito Chapter and Ft. Wingate would be 
affected if waste trucks are routed east on Old Route 66 to Interstate 40 at Exit 33. 
Furthermore, residents of the area say that few people who live near Rt. 566 have any 
information on the possibility that waste trucks would be traveling past their homes and 
businesses. Meetings and hearings in these communities are needed to properly inform and 
obtain participation from the affected residents. Even if EPA's preferred altemative, 5A, is 
selected, the larger community could be affected by the off-site and out-of-region 
transportation and disposal of the higher radiation wastes. Altemative 5 A would create an 
even larger permanent radioactive waste disposal facility than already exists at the United 
Nuclear Corp. uranium mill tailings facility. 

We are for OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for cleanup of the Northeast 
Church Rock Mine — the highest priority abandoned uranium mine on the Navajo 
Nation. 

1. Grant an extension of the comment period on the EE/CA from July 13 to 
October 13, 2009. 

2. Schedule and hold public information meetings and public hearings in 
Churchrock Chapter and in the city of Gallup, N.M. 

3. Place copies of the EE/CA and other supporting documents in additional 
repositories, specifically at the Pinedale, Churchrock and Mariano Lake 
chapter houses and at the New Mexico Environment Department in 
Santa Fe. 

Residents of the Red Water Pond Road community and their neighbors in 
surrounding chapters actively participate in MASE and sought MASE's assistance 
in responding to the release of the EE/CA. MASE intends to deliver this letter to 
you at the public meeting at Pinedale Chapter on June 23, and we will provide 
testimony at the July 7 public hearing. For now, we offer the following reasons for 
these requests: 

Third, wider distribution of the draft EE/CA is critical to informing the public 
about the cleanup. MASE stands firm in its support for addressing the Uranium 
Legacy by cleaning up abandoned uranium mines, restoring polluted water 
supplies and conducting needed population health studies. But govemment must 
fully inform the affected communities about all remediation plans before decisions 
are made. We do not believe that EPA has done this effectively for the NECR 
Mine cleanup. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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1. Full cleanup of the Northeast Church Rock Mine (NECRM) to achieve: 

- Long-term Protection of 
• Human Health, 
• Air, Water, 
• Land, 
• Vegetation, 
• Light 

- Off-site removal of mine waste from the NECRM, which is Navajo 
tribal trust land and which we seek to use for grazing, herb gathering 
and other traditional purposes; 

- Direct contact with Rep. Henry Waxman to provide community's 
perspectives on progress addressing uranium impacts on the Navajo 
Nation since two of our community members testified before the House 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on October 23, 2007. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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Monitoring after Cleanup 

The uncertainty and fears about living with long-term, chronic exposure to radiat ion 
have affected Nez's family not only physically but psychologically. Their reactions remind 
Mr. Nez, a Vietnam veteran, of the symptoms of post- t raumatic stress syndrome that he 
and his comrades suffered after their combat experiences during the war. People in his family 
are on edge, easily startled and angered at times. At other times, they feel numb, unable to 
express emotions toward fiiends and loved ones. Some family members try to avoid reminders 
of the fact that they live just a few yards from contaminated soil that's 50-120 times normal 
background radiation levels. 

But it's no use - not talking about it does not remove the fears from their minds - fears about 
loved ones who ace sick, about the damage already done and about whether theit^^hildrenhave 
been placed at ftiture risk. The burden of guilt and worry and lack of control creates a 
relentless pressure. That worry creeps into their sleep: they experience vivid, intense 
nightmares about the mines and about disease, where the earth that is supposed to nurture them 
becomes a dangerous no man's land. Those who are old enough to remember the time when 
the mines were in operation have waking dreams and flashbacks in which they hear the dull, 
dreadfijl roar of the generators and the rumble of uncovered trucks that used to haul off tons of 
radioactive soil, billowing across the valley and settle on their land. 

Children, meanwhile, respond to simple triggers, like hearing the word "uranium" at school, 
and even the word "yellow," which calls to mind uranium yellowcake. These simple, 
seemingly harmless words distract them from their schoolwork as they obsess about whether 
their family and animals are safe. Nez's 12-year-old grandson checks their sheep, concerned 
that some appear to be turning yellow as they graze at the edge of the contaminated arroyo, no 
more than a stone's throw from their home. 



Monitoring after Cleanup 
Comprehensive Health Study 

Residents of Redwater Pond Road say that they have been traumatized by watching their loved 
ones suffer with disease, and by the knowledge that they are living - day in and day out -
surrounded by radioactive air, water and soil. They feel that their land and physical well-being 
has been invaded. They fear relocation, a powerfiilly charged word that is heavy with the 
history of forced removal of Native peoples from their land. Mr. Nez's family exists in a state 
of limbo, uncertain of how long they'll be able to remain on their beloved homeland, where the 
family has lived for at least seven generations. They fear that, if they're forced to move, they 
will not be able to continue their way of life, with children raised among grandparents who can 
pass down their traditions. 

Already some of the younger generation have left. They are reluctant and sad to do so, but 
those who have left are also unwilling to knowingly place their children in harm's way. No one 
told their parents and grandparents of the dangers of the mines. In good conscience, some of 
the younger adults say, they cannot knowingly subject their children to these dangers. But 
their decision to leave forces an enormous sacrifice. They are losing the closeness, the 
cohesiveness of their family and their traditions. They are forced to sacrifice their children's 
cultural education to protect their health. 

The entire family is suffering psychological stress as they see loved ones succumb to cancer, 
respiratory problems and a host of other suspicious symptoms. They are caught between 
protecting their health, and protecting their culture and family life - an undesirable choice, to 
say the least. They've waited decades for information and for action. They do not want to have 
to choose between their health and their way of life. What they want is long term protection: 
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Over the past year or so, residents of Red Water Pond Road (Coyote Canyon 
Chapter) have received oral briefings by Navajo Nation officials on options for 
reclamation of the Northeast Church Rock Mine, after 50 years. Our comments 
below are preliminary and subject to change as we learn more about the 
reclamation plan. These comments were developed by 17 community members 
meeting on December 3, 2008; these individuals live in the affected areas. 

1. Our communities are environmental justice communities. The principles of 
environmental justice include early and frequent involvement in decisions 
that affect people of color. We appreciate the efforts of the staff of the 
Navajo Nation to keep us informed and to seek our comments. However, we 
feel that USEPA needs to be in touch with us on a more frequent basis. 
Representatives of our communities should be invited and included in every 
meeting conducted about this project, including "consultation" meetings 
requested by USEPA. 

2. Our communities stated in an August 11, 2006 resolution that we want 
USEPA to require United Nuclear Corporation/General Electric Company to 
remove all mine wastes and contaminated materials and soils from the mine 
site (Section 35 and parts of Sections 34 and 3) "such that the land, which 
is.. .for the use of the Navajo people, is retumed to its natural, pre-mining 
condition..." We repeated this demand in a September 12, 2006, letter 
transmitting the resolution to the USEPA Region IX Superftind Program.' 
We remain committed to this objective as the only way to provide "long-term 
protection" of our families and the future generations who will live here. 
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The Red Water Pond Road Community Association was founded April 7, 2007, 
two days after Navajo Nation officials told us that some of our families would 
have to temporarily move while USEPA removed radioactive soil from around our 
homes. Some of our families live within 500 feet of the Northeast Church Rock 
Mine, the USEPA's highest priority abandoned uranium mine on the Navajo 
Nation. Others in our community live near the former United Nuclear Corp. 
uranium mill tailings facility, which is a federal Superfund site and the site of the 
worst uranium waste spill in U.S. history. 

Many of us are part of the same extended family that has lived in the area for seven 
generations — long before the uranium mines came. We take our name from the 
Navajo road that serves our community, and which itself has been found to be 
contaminated with radioactive mine wastes. Our members are families in the Red 
Water Pond Road, Pipeline Road and Old Churchrock Mine Road areas. In 
addition to suffering from ill health from working in the mines, many of our 
members suffer from environmentally induced post-traumatic stress disorder 
(AUM PTSD/PTSS) from simply living in a contaminated area. 

1. After Site restoration, we would like to have: Monitoring of Air, Water, 
Vegetation (Plants) and Grounds after the reclamation for "Long-Term 
Protection" of Human Health for many more generation. 

Removal of all mine wastes to off-site disposal facility and removal of all mine 
wastes to UNC uranium mill tailings disposal facility in Section 2, T16N, R16W; 
are the only two reclamation altematives that are consistent with our communities' 
objectives to remove all wastes and contamination from the NECR Mine Site. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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Red Water Pond Road Resident 

PTSS, AUM PTSD [Abandoned Uranium Mine (AUM), Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)] 

Trauma (including post-traumatic stress syndrome (PTSS)) experienced by Native Americans as a resuh of 
colonialism and its aftermath (boarding schools, relocation/removal, and so on). There are definitely connections 
between what we're experiencing/describing, and what's being talked about at Red Water Pond Road. 

The Role of Dependency and Colonialism in Generating Trauma in First Nations Citizens. 

Defining Trauma: The concept of trauma figures more and more in the literature of First Nation. It appears the 
concepts, and, in particular, the experience of PTSD is employed as a form of metaphor for the consequences of 
economic and social dependence experienced by First /Nation citizens. 
The basic definition of trauma is that of a shock that is deemed emotional and substantially damages, over a long time 
period, the psychological developtnent of the victim, often leading to neurosis. The discussion of the effects of trauma on 
First Nation citizens usually centers around PTSD. Even with this definition of Trauma, one remaining question is: MOiat 
constitutes a traumatic event? 

Defined a traumatic event as a non-ordinary human experience that may lead to PTSD, and which would be distressing 
to most people, such as serious harm or threat to self spouse, children, close relatives or friends; witnessing a serious 
accident or violence against another person, who, as a result, is either killed or seriously or injured; or having one's 
home or community suddenly destroyed. 

In order to receive the diagnosis of PTSD, an individual has to "persistently experience " the traumatic event, 
persistently try to avoid stimuli associated with the even, experience an increased arousal (i.e., trouble falling asleep, 
irritability, or hyper vigilance) and, finally, suffer fi-om these symptoms for at least 1 month. PTSD is, in fact, classified 
under anxiety. Symptoms accompanying anxiety disorders, such as dissociative, depressive, or somatic, arise M'hen the 
body is having conditioned emotional response to fear, severe stress, and loss. 

The uncertainty and fears about living with long-term, chronic exposure to radiation have affected Nez's family not only 
physically but psychologically. Their reactions remind Mr. Nez, a Vietnam veteran, of the symptoms of post-traumatic 
stress syndrome that he and his comrades suffered after their combat experiences during the war. He has had experiences 
of another fonn of PTSS as a Navajo/Hopi Land Dispute relocatee. People in his family are on edge, easily startled and 
angered at times. At other times, they feel numb, unable to express emotions toward friends and loved ones. Some 
family members try to avoid reminders of the fact that they live just a few yards from contaminated soil that's 50-120 
times normal background radiation levels. 

But it's no use - not talking about it does not remove the fears from their minds - fears about loved ones who are sick, 
about the damage already done and about whether their children have been placed at future risk. The burden of guilt and 
worrj' and lack of control creates a relentless pressure. That worry creeps into their sleep: they experience vivid, intense 
nightmares about the mines and about disease, where the earth that is supposed to nurture them becomes a dangerous no 
man's land. Those who are old enough to remember the time when the mines were in operation have waking dreams and 
flashbacks in which they hear the dull, dreadful roar of the generators and the rumble of uncovered trucks that used to 
haul off tons of radioactive soil, billowing across the valley and settle on their land. 



But it's no use - not talking about it does not remove the fears from their minds - fears about loved ones who are sick, 
about the damage already done and about whether their children have been placed at future risk. The burden of guilt and 
worry and lack of control creates a relentless pressure. That woriy creeps into their sleep: they experience vivid, intense 
nightmares about the mines and about disease, where the earth that is supposed to nurture them becomes a dangerous no 
man's land. Those who are old enough to remember the time when the mines were in operation have waking dreams and 
flashbacks in which they hear the dull, dreadful roar of the generators and the rumble of uncovered trucks that used to 
haul off tons of radioactive soil, billowing across the valley and settle on their land. 

Children, meanwhile, respond to simple triggers, like hearing the word "uranium" at school, and even the word 
"yellow," which calls to mind uranium yellowcake. These simple, seemingly harmless words distract them from their 
schoolwork as they obsess about whether their family and animals are safe. Nez's 12-year-old grandson checks their 
sheep, concerned that some appear to be turning yellow as they graze at the edge of the contaminated anoyo, no more 
than a stone's throw from their home. 

Is it post-traumatic stress syndrome? There is a growing body of academic study to support this idea. Research has 
shown how the legacies of colonialism, violence, relocation and assimilation have created long-term symptoms of 
trauma among Native Americans. 

Residents of Redwater Pond Road say that they have been traumatized by watching their loved ones suffer with disease, 
and by the knowledge that they are living- day in and day ou t - surrounded by radioactive air, water, plants and soil. 
They feel that their land and physical well-being has been invaded. They fear relocation, a powerfully charged word that 
is heavy with the history of forced removal of Native peoples from their land. Mr. Nez's family exists in a state of limbo, 
uncertain of how long they'll be able to remain on their beloved homeland, where the family has lived for at least seven 
generations. They fear that, if they're forced to move, they will not be able to continue their way of life, with children 
raised among grandparents who can pass down their traditions. 

Already some of the younger generations have left. They are reluctant and sad to do so, but those who have left are also 
unwilling to knowingly place their children in harm's way. No one told their parents and grandparents of the dangers of 
the mines. In good conscience, some of the younger adults say, they cannot knowingly subject their children to these 
dangers. But their decision to leave forces an enormous sacrifice. They are losing the closeness, the cohesiveness of 
their family and their traditions. They are forced to sacrifice their children's cultural education to protect their health. 

The entire family is suffering psychological stress as they see loved ones succumb to cancer, respiratory problems and a 
host of other suspicious symptoms. They are caught between protecting their health, and protecting their culture and 
family life - an undesirable choice, to say the least. They've waited decades for information and for action. They do not 
want to have to choose between their health and their way of life. 

We need to address the following area: 

Living near AUM (NECRM) is very disturbing, stressful (traumatic), experiencing and witnessing traumatic. 

We ask for Long-term Protection: 

• Human Health (Physical, Mental, place of Residence, Social determinants of health) 
Our disorders (Headache, Respirator, Lung, Kidney, Skin, Food borne Pathogens, diarrhea. Bone 
and others) 

• Environment (water, air, grounds, vegetation, light/fire), traditional medicine, sacred site area 
• Treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder/post-traumatic stress syndrome includes counseling and 

medicines, such as anti-depressants and anti-anxiety medicines using (Western Medicine and 
Traditional Medicine). Should be address in a Health Care. 

• Sheep or animal health study 
• And Others 

Teddy Nez,           FOIA ex 6, Personal Privacy
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Comment Form 

1. Revegetation of the effect area and the mine site will not be 
successful unless the area receives enough water and care. Some of 
us have seen how revegetation of the Jackpile Mine at Laguna 
Pueblo has been largely unsuccessful. The Residential Time-Critical 
Removal Action (TCRA) revegetation was unsuccessful. We want to 
be included in post-reclamation care for the land. A water supply 
sufficient to sustain vegetative growth should be installed at the site. 

2. We want assurances that enough money will be available for the full 
completion of this project. We do not want to be informed in three 
or four years that the money has run out, but the job is not yet 
completed. UNC left its mess for us to live with for more than 25 
years, and we want assurances that this won't happen again. 



.̂̂ x^eosr.,̂ ^ 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

75 Hawthome Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Northeast Church Rock 
Engineering Evaluation and Cost Analysis (EE/AA) 

Comment Form 

1. Since the UNC tailings will remain forever in our community. General 
Electric/UNC and USEPA must do everything possible to reduce our 
residents' exposures to contaminated materials during and after reclamation. 
Toward this goal, we request that USEPA include cost estimates for: 

a. Replacing Red Water Pond Road homes now located in the 
contamuiated "Step Ouf area north of the NECR Mine Site with new 
homes built on new locations about 1 to 1.5 miles west toward the 
mouth of the canyon. This should be accomplished before reclamation 
of NECRM starts to avoid exposing residents to contaminated dusts 
fi'om excavation and construction activities. How many families are 
being effected? We have submitted our relocation option. 

b. Abandoning the current alignment of Pipeline Road through the UNC 
tailings area in Sections 2 and 36 and creating a new alignment for 
Pipelme Road by extending State Rt. 566 north from the current 
westward bend m the       e that would connect Red Water 
Pond Road east of the      residence. This would involve 
building a permanent bridge over Pipeline Arroyo and upgrading (i.e., 
pavmg) both Pipelme Road and Red Water Pond Road. Currently, 
residents of the Pipeline Road community must contmually cross 
contaminated lands to get to and from their homes, and when the 
portion of Pipelme Road that passes through UNC's tailings area is 
impassable due to mud and arroyo flows, come in direct contact with 
contamuiated materials. This is an unnecessary and unjust public 
health hazard. 

We want OFF-SITE removal of mine waste! 
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1. Since the UNC tailings will remain forever in our community. General 
Electric/UNC and USEPA must do everything possible to reduce our 
residents' exposures to contaminated materials during and after reclamation. 
Toward this goal, we request that USEPA include cost estimates for: 

a. Replacing Red Water Pond Road homes now located in the 
contaminated "Step Out" area north of the NECR Mine Site with new 
homes built on new locations about 1 to 1.5 miles west toward the 
mouth of the canyon. This should be accomplished before reclamation 
of NECRM starts to avoid exposing residents to contaminated dusts 
from excavation and construction activities. How many families are 
being effected? We have submitted our relocation option. 

b. Abandonmg the current alignment of Pipeline Road through the UNC 
tailings area in Sections 2 and 36 and creating a new alignment for 
Pipeline Road by extending State Rt. 566 north from the current 
westward bend m the       e that would connect Red Water 
Pond Road east of the      residence. This would involve 
building a permanent bridge over Pipeline Arroyo and upgrading (i.e., 
paving) both Pipeline Road and Red Water Pond Road. Currently, 
residents of the Pipeline Road community must continually cross 
contaminated lands to get to and from their homes, and when the 
portion of Pipeline Road that passes thi'ough UNC's tailings area is 
impassable due to mud and arroyo flows, come in direct contact with 
contaminated materials. This is an unnecessaiy and unjust public 
health hazard. 
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1. We request that USEPA consider returning the NECR Mine Site wastes to 
the underground stopes of the mine as a disposal option. We know that the 
mine has flooded and this would require dewatering of the underground 
workings. But we also think that these wastes should be retumed to the Earth 
from which they came. 

2. We are very disappointed with some of the proposal that does not mention 
the number of people who live in the affected communities. We estimate that 
250 to 300 people live in within two miles of the NECR Mine Site and UNC 
mill and tailings disposal area. This area also includes Pinedale Chapter and 
the residences along Rt. 566 south of the mill site. 

3. Any disposal option that does not include a state-of-the-art, multi-barrier 
liner system is unacceptable. 

4. We are concemed that the cost estimates are based on taking the wastes more 
than 1,500 miles for disposal. Are there not off-site disposal facilities that 
are closer? What would be the impacts of on the roads (Routes 566 and 491) 
from waste transportation? How would residents, pedestrians and livestock 
be affected? How long will the entire clean-up project take to complete? 
What is the plan for the residents? What is the Health Impact on the 
Residences, Livestock? 
"NO WIN situation" 




