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This fact sheet provides an overview of an 

Activated Carbon Pilot Study at Hunters Point 

Naval Shipyard (HPNS) that will be taking place at 

night from June 15 to June 26, 2015. 

What is Activated Carbon? 
Activated carbon is a form of carbon that is treated in 

order to increase its ability to adhere to contaminants.  

Activated carbon is commonly used in home water 

filtration units.   

Why is the Navy conducting this study? 

Previous investigations have determined that portions 

of the offshore area at HPNS contain sediment that 

may be contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls 

(PCBs).  The Navy conducted a small-scale pilot test 

from 2005 to 2008 that demonstrated that mixing 

activated carbon with sediments reduces the amount 

of PCBs consumed by aquatic organisms.  The 

current study will mix activated carbon over a  

1-acre portion of South Basin to evaluate the potential 

improvement to the aquatic habitat. 

How will the Navy conduct the 

study? 
A barge with a conveyor belt system will deliver 

the activated carbon directly into bay waters 

during low tide  and natural processes will help 

to work the activated carbon into the sediment.  

Samples will be collected after  

6, 12, and 24 months post-carbon placement to 

determine the effects on the habitat.  

How can I get more information? 
For more information contact a member of the 

cleanup team:  

Derek Robinson  

Environmental Coordinator 

Hunters Point Naval Shipyard 

derek.j.robinson1@navy.mil 

A barge with a conveyor belt, similar to the image above, will 
deliver activated carbon to the target area in the Parcel F 
waters at HPNS. 

Approximate location of Pilot Study in  off-shore area 
(Parcel F) at HPNS. 
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