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The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) has developed this
fact sheet to inform the public about
activities to take place at the Alco Pa-
cific Lead Battery (Alco) removal site
in Carson, California. An EPA removal
involves actions taken quickly to miti-
gate a potentially dangerous environ-
mental situation. At the Alco site,
EPA’s Emergency Response capabili-
ties have been activated due to the im-
minent and substantial endangerment
of human health and the environment
presented by this site.

The Site

The Alco site, located at 16914
South Broadway in Carson, California
(see map this page), is an abandoned
acid battery breaking and secondary
lead recycling facility. Surrounded by
a chain-link fence, the property con-
sists of two warehouses and equip-
ment used in the processing activities
that occurred here. These activities
consisted of the recovery, smelting,
refinement and resale of scrap lead
obtained primarily from used automo-
bile batteries. The lead was generally
sold in ingot form to automobile bat-
tery manufacturing companies. In ad-
dition to lead ingots, Alco made lead
sailboat keel ballasts for local sailboat
manufacturers. These lead recycling
activities took place from about 1950
to 1989.

Contamination at the Site

Beginning in 1993, the California
EPA Department of Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC) took actions that re-

moved several tons of
hazardous waste from
the site. Additional as-
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sessments by DTSC in
1997 indicated exten-
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sive lead contamina-
tion remained in con-
centrations ranging
from 520 mg/kg to
450,000 mg/kg. Other
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contaminants found at
significant concentra-
tions were arsenic, an- ——
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timony, cadmium, cop-
per and zinc. Follow-
ing these assessments,
DTSC requested assis-
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EPA in mitigating the
immediate hazards
posed by the open dis-
posal of approximately 200 tons of
lead-contaminated waste. EPA con-
ducted its own assessment which con-
firmed the State’s findings.

Threat to Human Health
and the Environment

The high concentrations of the
contaminants found at the site are di-
rect hazards to human health and the
environment because they are exposed
to wind and rain and can be inhaled or
ingested by people near the site. Lead
is particularly dangerous as it can
cause birth defects and permanently
decrease intelligence in children. Lead
exposure may increase blood pressure
in middle-aged men and, at high lev-
els, can severely damage the brain and
kidneys in both adults and children.
Arsenic is a known human carcinogen,

Location of Alco Pacific Lead Battery site

and cadmium is a suspected human
carcinogen. The other hazardous sub-
stances found at the site (antimony,
copper and zinc) present additional
human health concerns.

The Alco site also presents a po-
tential threat to water supplies be-
cause lead and heavy metal-contami-
nated wastes were disposed of on the
ground and in a dry well. Following
the removal action, an extensive soil
and groundwater investigation will be
conducted to determine the threat to
groundwater or drinking water sup-
plies.

Planned Removal Actions

The primary objective of EPA’s
removal action is to eliminate the im-
mediate threat to public health by re-
moving hazardous levels of lead and




other heavy metals from paved sur-
face areas, processing equipment and
other on-site structures. Processing
equipment, warehouse buildings and
other above-ground structures will be
dismantled to properly remove the
contamination and then removed to
provide access and safe working con-
ditions. All equipment and structures
will be decontaminated in accordance
with EPA’s hazardous debris regula-
tions prior to off-site disposal. Waste-
water generated from decontamina-
tion activities my be treated and dis-
charged in accordance with local
sewer discharge limits. An extensive
dust suppression and air monitoring
program will be implemented to pro-
tect workers and the public and dur-
ing demolition and other dust-gener-
ating activities. As an interim mea-
sure, a polymer sealant was applied
to surface areas to control dust emis-
sions in May 1998.

Who Will Do the Work

The cleanup of the Alco Pacific
Lead Battery site will be conducted in
three phases. The removal action
(Phase 1), under federal EPA lead, will
address the immediate hazards to
public health by removing surface
contamination at the site. This work
will actually be conducted by a group
that was formed by some of the poten-
tially responsible parties (PRPs) at the
site. PRPs are those parties who
owned, operated or disposed of waste
at the site. The PRPs and their contrac-
tors will be working under strict EPA
direction and oversight. Phase 2 will
investigate the subsurface, and DTSC
will be the lead agency for this work
as well as for any Phase 3 soil or
groundwater cleanup actions that may
be necessary.

Removal action at the Alco site is
scheduled to begin June 23, 1998 and
may take one month to complete. m
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For More

Information

If you have questions or concerns
about the Alco Pacific Lead Battery
site, please contact either of the
EPA staffers below:
Dan Shane
On-Scene Coordinator (SFD-6)
(415) 744-2286

Vicki Rosen
Community Involvement
Coordinator (SFD-3)
(415) 744-2187

U.S. EPA

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

or toll-free at (800) 231-3075
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