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EPA Begins the Second Five-Year Review of Southern California 
Edison (SCE), Visalia Pole Yard Superfund Site, Visalia, California

fund S
On September 23, 2009, the United Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) deleted the Southern 
California Edison (SCE), Visalia Pole Yard Super-

ite (Site) from the National Priorities List (NPL).  
The NPL is a list of the most hazardous waste sites in the 
United States identified for possible long-term remedial 
response.  The deletion from the NPL meant that the Site 
met all the cleanup goals set forth in EPA’s Record of Deci-
sion (ROD) and the State of California’s Remedial Action 
Plan.  The purpose of this fact sheet is to announce the 
beginning of the second Five-Year Review (FYR) process 
for the Site and how the public can get involved.  

What is a Five-Year Review? 
Although the Site was removed from the NPL list, EPA 
shall continue to conduct FYRs at the Site because, while 
cleanup goals have been met, hazardous substances, pol-
lutants, or contaminants remain above levels that allow for 
unrestricted use. The first FYR for the Site was completed 
September 2005 and concluded that remedial actions taken 
at the Site are protective of human health and the environ-
ment in the short term, and that institutional controls were 
needed in order to ensure protectiveness in the long term.  
A Land Use Covenant between the State of California and 
SCE was recorded with Tulare County on May 23, 2009, 
which restricts certain Site uses and activities (e.g., use of 
Site groundwater for drinking water supply). This is the 
second FYR for the Site and will consist of reviewing docu-
ments, data, applicable or relevant and appropriate require-
ments, institutional controls, and conducting a site inspec-
tion and interviews with technical staff and members of the 
public.  On September 30, 2010, the second FYR report 
will become available to the public at the Site’s information 
repositories (see back page for locations). 

How Can the Public Get 
Involved?
The public can become involved in the FYR process for 
this Site by contacting Community Involvement Specialist, 
Jackie Lane, to make an appointment to be interviewed.  
The interview process will allow EPA to find out how the 
public views the cleanup actions at the Site, and to gather 
any pertinent information for the Review.  If you are in-
terested in being interview, please call Jackie Lane at (415) 
972-3236 before July 31, 2010. 

Site Background and  
Cleanup Actions
The Southern California Edison (SCE), Visalia Pole 
Yard Superfund site is located at 432 North Ben Mad-
dox Way, Visalia, California.  Until 1980, the SCE op-
erated a fabrication yard that produced wooden poles 
for use in the distribution of electricity throughout the 
utility’s service territory.  Western red cedar trees were 
logged and transported to the yard, debarked, sized, 
shaped, and chemically preserved in a mixture of creo-
sote, pentachlorophenol and diesel to resist attack from 
fungi and insects.  

During Site operations significant volumes of chemi-
cal preservatives were released into subsurface soils and 
groundwater.  Soil and groundwater investigations 
were conducted between 1966 and 1975 to determine 
the nature and extent of contamination. The sources 
of chemical releases were primarily leakage from pip-
ing between the storage tanks and treatment tanks and 
cracks in the treatment tanks. 

From 1975 to 1987, interim cleanup measures were 
conducted to address soil and groundwater contami-
nation.  A “pump and treat” system was installed to 
extract and treat contaminated groundwater.  This 
process contained the contamination while the area 
was being studied and a final cleanup solution was 
developed.

The studies included a Remedial Investigation (RI) 
and a Feasibility Study (FS) completed in 1992.   The 
RI study investigated the extent and nature of contam-
ination, and the FS reviewed and evaluated cleanup 
alternatives.  In 1994, the State of California selected 
a cleanup remedy; concurrently, EPA issued its ROD 
for the same remedy in June 1994.  Between 1997 and 
2000, the Visalia Steam Remediation (VSR) was con-
ducted.  Following the cessation of the VSR cleanup, 
an enhanced biological degradation system was in-
stalled and operated until 2004.   

Since cleanup first began in 1975, several cleanup 
(treatment) processes and measures have been devel-
oped and implemented.  Collectively, after more than 
thirty-five years of on-going remedial work, the soils 
and groundwater meet the cleanup standards to ensure 
the Site no longer poses a threat to human health or 
the environment. 



EPA Contact and Web Page

Jackie Lane, SFD-6-3
Community Involvement 
Coordinator
Direct Line: (415) 972-3236
lane.jackie@epa.gov

Charnjit Bhullar, SFD-7-3
Remedial Project Manager
Direct Line: (415) 972-3960
bhullar.charnjit@epa.gov

U.S. EPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94115
Fax: (415) 947-3528

For Site Information on-line:  www.epa.gov/region09/SoCalEdisonVisalia

Information Repositories
You may review background information related to the Southern California Edison Superfund Site at the  
following locations:

Tulare County Public Library
200 West Oak Street
Visalia, CA 93291-4993
(559) 713-2700
Mon. – Thurs., 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sat., 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

U.S. EPA Superfund Record Center
95 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901
(415) 536-2000
Mon. – Fri., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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