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Final Meeting Minutes 
 

October 17, 2012 
 

The Unified Community Advisory Board 
Meeting started at 5:50 p.m. 

 
The following list of attendees is annotated, where possible, to indicate any affiliations. 
 
Yolanda Herrera, UCAB community  

co-chair 
Margie Mortimer, UCAB 
Christine Krikliwy, UCAB 
Janice Crist, UCAB 
Maryfrances Bruckmeier, UCAB 
Donald Matthieu, UCAB 
Martin Zeleznik, EPA and UCAB 

governmental co-chair 
Helen Gutierrez, UCAB 
Ignacio Gomez, UCAB 
Gerry Hiatt, EPA 
David Cooper, EPA 
Claire Trombadore, EPA 
Fred Brinker, Tucson Airport Authority 
Donna Creech, Alliant Corp 
Marc Herman, ADEQ 
Harry Hendler, ADEQ 
Delfina Olivarez, ADEQ 
Glenn Hoeger, Malcolm-Pirnie/ARCADIS 
Monte Stroud, AECOM 
Jim Hatton, AECOM 
Jeff Biggs, Tucson Water 
Christine Sanchez, ERM 

Kyle Johnson, ERM 
Justin Burning, ERM 
Aaron Etnyre, BB&E 
David Bell, USAF AFCEC 
Jeanette Moran, USAF AFCEC 
Philip Hunter, USAF AFCEC 
Edwin Oyarzo, USAF 
Don Ficklen, USAF 
Joe Urrutia, USAF 
Fred Tillman, USGS 
George Warner, USAF ASC 
Estella K. Holmes, USAF ASC 
John Kim, URS 
Rene Hefner, EGC, Inc. 
David Barraza, City of Tucson 
Sarah Wilkinson, University of Arizona 
Thomas Doriski, FPM 
Gaby Atik, FPM 
Jim Szumski, Julia Keen Neighborhood 

Association 
Harrison Willar, GS 
Lydia Moreno, Homeowner 
Alesandro Moreno, Homeowner 
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WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS 

Community co-chair Yolanda Herrera opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in 
attendance. Attendee introductions were made.  

UCAB Membership Nomination, by Ms. Herrera 

Ms. Krikliwy made a motion to nominate Ignacio Gomez and Helen Gutierrez to 
become members of the UCAB. The motion was seconded and approved. 

MINUTES FROM JULY 2012 MEETING 

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes for the July 2012 meeting were 
approved with an amendment. 

NEW BUSINESS 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Update on the Five-Year 
Review of the Tucson International Airport Area (TIAA) Superfund Site, by Martin 
Zeleznik 

Mr. Zeleznik said there would be a public notice in the Arizona Daily Star to announce 
the beginning of the Five-Year Review process, and a fact sheet that contains details 
regarding the Five-Year Review would be provided to all members of the EPA’s 
mailing list. Mr. Zeleznik requested the UCAB’s help to compile a list of potential 
interviewees for the Five-Year Review. He noted that potential interviewees should be 
people that were very actively involved in the Superfund Site early on, but are no 
longer involved. 

Question: Ms. Herrera regarding whether potential interviewee suggestions could be 
sent to her and then passed to Mr. Zeleznik or if suggestions should be sent directly to 
Mr. Zeleznik. 

Mr. Zeleznik said suggestions should be e-mailed directly to him. 

He said that he hoped the EPA and its contractor would start making calls to the 
interviewees in late November or early December. 

EPA Update on the Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) Remedy, by Mr. Zeleznik 

Mr. Zeleznik briefly described the remedial action taking place at the Tucson 
International Airport property to remove soil impacted by PCBs. He said that PCBs 
pose more of a risk from skin contact than from ingestion, hence the focus of cleanups 
as on soil and not groundwater. Mr. Zeleznik said one of the biggest issues was the 
number of drains in the hangars at the airport property, and that these drains had PCB-
impacted soil in them. He said cameras were used to look in the drains and ensure they 
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were properly cleaned. Mr. Zeleznik noted that, although the drains appeared clean, 
there were some cracks that may have allowed PCB to spread. He said that the EPA had 
proposed an institutional control to ensure that the next property owner is aware of the 
PCB issue, but that this control needed to be formalized. 

Question: Ms. Herrera regarding where the flushed materials went after the drains on 
the airport property were cleaned. 

Mr. Zeleznik said that these materials were collected as they were flushed out and 
properly disposed of. 

Question: Ms. Gutierrez regarding if any of the remedial action was done on private 
property. 

Mr. Zeleznik said that the PCB remedy was only conducted in and near the Three 
Hangars at the airport property. 

Ms. Gutierrez noted that there used to be significant piping at the Homestead, but Mr. 
Zeleznik said that the contaminated soil and piping at the Homestead had already been 
removed. 

APF 44 Introduction of New Contractor, by George Warner 

Mr. Warner briefly described actions taking place at AFP 44. He said that north of Los 
Reales Road, AECOM, on behalf of the Air Force, would be conducting a remedial 
investigation/feasibility study as part of the 1,4-dioxane remediation. Mr. Warner 
hoped the remedial investigation and feasibility study would be done within 2 years. 

Mr. Warner introduced representatives from FPM, the contractor the Air Force selected 
to conduct remedial actions south of Los Reales Road. Mr. Warner announced that FPM 
would also take over the Air Force’s responsibility for the UCAB meetings, including 
developing a community relations plan. He noted the contract would last 8 years. 

Question: Mr. Zeleznik regarding if Estella Holmes would be leaving the Air Force. 

Mr. Warner said that the October 2012 UCAB meeting would be the last one attended 
by Ms. Holmes, as she would be working at the base in the future. He noted that it 
would also be the last meeting for Donna Creech. Ms. Herrera said cards would be 
passed around for Ms. Holmes and Ms. Creech and encouraged everyone to sign them. 

Airport Property Update, by Fred Brinker 

Mr. Brinker summarized the performance of the shallow groundwater zone (SGZ) 
Remedy at Tucson International Airport, which he said continues to operate at 65 
gallons per minute. The effluent trichloroethene (TCE) concentration is about 400 parts 
per billion (ppb), which is an approximate 100-fold reduction from when the remedy 
entered routine operation in October 2007. The treatment system currently removes 
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about 10 pounds of TCE a month, and has removed a total of approximately 1,600 
pounds of over the life of the system. 

Mr. Brinker said that the pumping of the SGZ may finally be reaching an equilibrium 
with the recharge to the SGZ, after over 5 years of operation.  

He said that the soil vapor extraction (SVE) remedy at the TI zone is operating well and 
concentrations of TCE have been reduced by over 400 percent since the remedy entered 
routine operation in October 2007. The system has removed a total of about 6,300 
pounds of TCE and is currently removing approximately 4 pounds per month. 

Mr. Brinker described the University of Arizona’s research into the use of vapor-phased 
tomography (i.e., the science of using penetrating rays to create sections in a solid) to 
identify the vertical and horizontal extent of contaminant source areas in the TI Zone 
vadose zone. He said the SVE system will be shut down to allow Dr. Mark Brusseau, 
who leads the study, and his team to conduct isolated testing. Mr. Brinker said there 
likely would not be any results until 2013. 

Mr. Brinker said that two of the four remedies at the Tucson International Airport—the 
PCB soil-removal remedy and the TAA landfill closure remedy—have been completed. 
The TAA has submitted Construction Completion Reports for both of these remedies to 
the EPA and Arizona Department of Environmental Quality and is waiting for their 
approval. The TAA also implemented institutional controls at the landfill. Once the 
Construction Completion Reports are approved, the TAA will submit a Certificate of 
Completion, as required by the Soils Consent Decree. The Certificate of Completion 
documents the EPA’s and Arizona Department of Environmental Quality’s concurrence 
that the remedy is complete.  

Mr. Brinker said that Conestoga-Rovers and Associates recently completed the 
installation of 10 soil borings and two monitoring wells in the gravel subunit (GSU) 
west of the Three Hangars, as part of a limited investigation of the southwest side of the 
Three Hangars designed to further characterize the GSU and TCE contamination in this 
area. The investigation also includes capture of the SGZ and GSU in the off-property 
area. Mr. Brinker said that the Performance Standards Attainment Report for the off-
property portion of the SGZ Remedy Is due in November and that information obtained 
from this limited investigation would be helpful in completing this report. He said that, 
overall, the SGZ extraction system is working well, but there is one area near Corona 
Road and Nogales Highway that does not appear to be directly influenced.  

Tucson Water Update on 1,4-Dioxane, by Jeff Biggs 

Mr. Biggs said that since the inception of the Tucson Area Remediation Project (TARP) 
in September 1994, over 41 million gallons of drinking water have been produced by 
Tucson Water. Since testing for 1,4-dioxane began in June 2002, Tucson Water has 
collected and analyzed over 1,500 samples at the TARP facility. The 10-year average  
1,4-dioxane level in water coming into the facility from the remediation wells is 1.45 
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parts per billion (ppb). The average level in water leaving the facility is 1.50 ppb. The 
average level in water at the point of entry to the treatment facility is 1.04 ppb. 

Mr. Biggs presented a figure illustrating the monthly sampling locations in relation to 
the TARP facility and the 1,4-dioxane distribution area. He said that 1,4-dioxane levels 
in sampling points (SP-830, SP-790, and SP-810) were at 0.2 ppb during sampling in  
October 2012, but levels in the other sampling points were non-detect. He added that 
1,4-dioxane levels in all monitoring wells were below the health advisory level of 0.35 
ppb. 

Question: Ms. Herrera regarding whether the locations of sampling points SP-830, -790, 
and -810 (i.e., near the TARP facility) are related to the higher levels of 1,4-dioxane 
compared to the rest of the sampling points. 

Mr. Biggs said that their locations are related to the higher levels of 1,4-dioxane. 

Mr. Biggs provided an update on the new advanced oxidation process (AOP) plant. He 
said that the selected construction contractor, PCL, was given a notice to proceed on 
December 16, 2011. There was a groundbreaking in July 2012 that was well-attended. 
Mr. Biggs said he was hoping there would have been more activity around the new 
AOP plant after July 2012, but permitting delayed the project by 6 weeks. 

He said that there have been two maximum price packages negotiated for the AOP 
plant: a $4.3 million package that includes the ultraviolet equipment, hydrogen 
peroxide, and the carbon system, and a $10.3 million package that covers the remainder 
of the construction.  

On September 17, 2012, PCL was given a notice to proceed with construction. Mr. Biggs 
said PCL has been mobilizing and doing some construction work. As part of the 
negotiated maximum prices, PCL must meet a substantial completion date of 
November 13, 2013 or they will face a $1,780-per-day penalty. The final completion date 
is January 13, 2014. Mr. Biggs was optimistic that PCL would be finished before then. 

Regarding community outreach, Mr. Biggs said he attended the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood Association National Night Out on October 2, 2012 and felt it was well-
attended. He said Tucson Water also had a booth at the Southern Arizona Home 
Builders Association Home & Patio Show, which took place October 5 through 7, 2012. 

Question: Ms. Herrera regarding what happens to the contents of the granular 
activated carbon backwash tank at the TARP facility. 

Mr. Biggs said that Tucson Water works with Pima County to discharge the 
uncontaminated backwash to the sewer system. 
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UCAB Update on Community Outreach, by Ms. Herrera 

Ms. Herrera said the UCAB tries to its best to place flyers at libraries and other public 
events to involve the community. Margie Mortimer added that the UCAB had handouts 
at other National Nights Out.  

UCAB Update on Manor Baptist Church, by Donald Matthieu 

Mr. Matthieu said that he was going to meet with the pastor on Saturday to discuss the 
TCE and 1,4-dioxane contamination at the church and to provide information about the 
UCAB. Mr. Matthieu explained that Manor Baptist does not have the money to pay a 
monthly water bill, so he said the UCAB would work with them to perhaps find a grant 
to assist with payment. 

Question: Ms. Herrera regarding if the well at Manor Baptist is being used only for 
watering/irrigation. 

Mr. Matthieu and Ms. Krikliwy said the well is also being used for drinking water. Ms. 
Krikliwy noted that the minutes for the July 2012 UCAB meeting stated that the well 
was only used for irrigation, but that this was incorrect. She said the pastor said the 
water was being used for iced tea and lemonade for kindergarteners, even though TCE 
levels at the well have been documented to be as high as 10 ppb. 

Ms. Herrera directed the discussion to Mr. Biggs of Tucson Water. Mr. Biggs explained 
that Manor Baptist has a connection to the Tucson Water supply, but they do not use it. 
He said he thought the well was sampled on an annual basis, though not by Tucson 
Water. Mr. Zeleznik said that the EPA has provided Manor Baptist a number of 
warnings, in writing and in English and Spanish, to discontinue use of their private 
well. Ms. Krikliwy said the new pastor was not aware of any warnings and was actually 
upset at the situation, claiming the TCE situation would hinder his efforts to build a 
parish.  

Mr. Gomez added that the church was being negligent in their continued use of the well 
and felt the well should be capped off and the church should be connected to city water. 
Ms. Krikliwy asked Mr. Biggs if there were any grants to assist with a change to the city 
water supply. Mr. Biggs said he was not aware of any such grants. Jim Hatton of 
AECOM suggested that the UCAB or Manor Baptist approach a higher authority in the 
church to avoid liability issues. Mr. Matthieu said that pastor informed him that he 
would prefer to do that himself, and Ms. Krikliwy said the UCAB may end up having to 
present the situation directly to the parish. 

Ms. Creech noted there are other private wells in the area, but the Manor Baptist well is 
the only one used for drinking water. Mr. Warner said he believed the current 
concentration of TCE in the Manor Baptist well was more like 2 or 3 ppb, not 10 ppb, as 
it was in 2003. 
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Question: Ms. Herrera regarding whether Tucson Water could test the well at the 
Manor Baptist Church. 

Mr. Zeleznik said the EPA would figure out a way to test the well. He added that the 
UCAB should strongly advise the pastor to stop using the well, but property rights 
prevent the church from being forced to stop using it. 

Ms. Mortimer added that the Tucson Urban League might be able to help. Ms. Krikliwy 
noted the suggestion, but said she would run in by the church first. 

Ms. Herrera said the TCE issue at Manor Baptist would be added to future UCAB 
agendas. 

CALL TO GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

There was none. 

CALL TO THE AUDIENCE 

Ms. Herrera said she has gotten some requests for information about the history of the 
UCAB and she referred them to Mr. Zeleznik. She also noted that members of the 
community still lack trust in the government and emphasized that the UCAB needs to 
work to dispel that distrust. 

FOLLOW-UP ACTION ITEMS 

There was none. 

OPEN DISCUSSION/NEXT MEETING AGENDA 

Various attendees expressed their appreciation for Ms. Creech and Ms. Holmes. 

Ms. Herrera asked David Barraza of the City of Tucson to provide an update on the 
Brownfields grant discussed at the July 2012 UCAB meeting. Mr. Barraza said they were 
still reaching out to other organizations for support, since there was a conflict with the 
UCAB’s charter. They were also still working to complete the application, which is due 
in November 2012. Mr. Barraza briefly summarized the grant, which will fund Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessments for property owners to discover any potential 
environmental risks or liabilities that may be associated with their property. 

Upon motion made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

 


