II. DECISION SUMMARY

1. Site Names and Location

This record of decision (ROD) documents and establishes the dual-site operable unit remedy for
groundwater at the Montrose Chemical and Del Amo Superfund Sites' (Figures 1-1 and 1-2) in
Los Angeles, California (near the Cities of Torrance and Carson)(See Section 4 of this ROD for
the context of this selected remedial action). The EPA CERCLIS identification numbers for
these sites are CAD008242711 and CAD029544731, respectively. These separate, but adjacent
Superfund sites have commingled groundwater contamination. Groundwater contamination at
these two sites originated primarily from (1) the former Montrose Chemical plant and property,
which manufactured the pesticide DDT between 1947 and 1982, and (2) the former Del Amo
Synthetic Rubber plant and property, which operated between 1942 and 1972. There are other
sources of groundwater contamination which are discussed in later sections of this ROD and in
the remedial investigation reports. More details are provided in the Section 2 of this ROD, in the
Remedial Investigation Reports, and Section 2 of the Joint Groundwater Feasibility Study.

The “Harbor Gateway” is a half-mile-wide strip of the City of Los Angeles that extends south
from Los Angeles proper and provides the City a contiguous jurisdiction to Los Angeles Harbor.
The former Montrose Chemical and Del Amo plants were located in the Harbor Gateway
between the Cities of Torrance and Carson. The former Montrose plant property is at 20201
Normandie Avenue, lying on the west side of Normandie Avenue between Del Amo Boulevard
on the south and Francisco Street (extended) on the north. The former Del Amo plant property
lies in an area roughly bounded by Normandie Avenue on the west, Interstate 110 on the east,
190™ Street on the north, and Del Amo boulevard on the south. The actual former plant property
boundaries can be seen on Figure 1-2. The area surrounding the former plants contains portions
of the cities of Carson, Gardena, and Torrance. A strip of land immediately east of the former
Del Amo plant, and the residential area directly south of the former Del Amo plant, are part of
unincorporated Los Angeles County. Overall, groundwater contamination associated with these

'OnF ebruary 19, 1999, the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit overturned
EPA’s final rule by which EPA had added the Del Amo Superfund Site to the Superfund National Priorities List.
[Harbor Gateway Commercial Property Owners’ Association, et al., v. U.S. EPA, 1999 U.S. App. LEXIS 2504
(D.C. Cir. 1999] Regardless of the NPL status of the Del Amo Site, it is appropriate to continue to refer to the
Del Amo Site as the “Del Amo Superfund Site” because EPA, as the lead agency under the NCP, is continuing to
undertake Superfund response actions at and with respect to that site, due to substantial actual or threatened releases
of hazardous substances which pose an imminent and substantial endangerment to human health and the
environment, and consistent with EPA’s delegated CERCLA authority and the NCP [e.g., see 42 U.S.C. §9604(a-b);
40 C.F.R. §300.425(b)(4)].
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two sites has come to be located over an area extending more than 1.3 miles in length, but its
extent differs widely with the depth of the water-bearing unit as well as the lateral location being
considered (see Section 7 of this ROD, Summary of Site Characteristics, for discussion of
distribution of contamination and land use characteristics).
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