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May 29, 2008
Ms. Shirley Rivera
Environmental Scientist
Air Division, Permits Office
US Environmental Protection Agency Region IX

75 Hawthorne Street (AIR-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Reference:  Title V Permit Number V99-018


Minor Revision V99018-0.2.1.0
Dear Ms. Rivera,

This letter is to inform you that the Maricopa County Air Quality Department (MCAQD) has approved Minor Revision V99018-0.2.1.0 to Title V Permit V99-018 for the Gila River Power Station (GRPS). Enclosed for your records are copies of the permit revision request, approval letter, and revised permit conditions.
Maricopa County has reviewed the GRPS request and believes that this request is quite conservative and will serve the best interests of Maricopa County and the GRPS. The revision will help to conserve the ground water supply and should not cause any changes to the GRPS ambient impact or visibility analyses, since operations will remain the same as those modeled in the original ambient impact analysis.
GRPS requested the following revisions to Title V Permit Number V99-018:

· Specific Condition 18, Table 5: Change cooling water TDS content from 7,000 to 11,300 mg/L;
· Specific Condition 18, Table 5, Note k): Modify PM10 conversion factor from 5.48E-09 to 3.45E-09 and also revise the PM/PM10 fraction from 50 percent to 31.5%;
· Specific Condition 19.C.: Change cooling tower water TDS content from 7,000 to 11,300 mg/L.

It should be noted that there are five power plants in the West Valley of Maricopa County using ground water to supply their cooling towers. The TDS limits range from 7,000 to 30,000 and the PM10 limits range from 2.3 to 50%. GRPS is at the lowest TDS limit and highest PM10 percentage. MCAQD would prefer to eventually have all power plants with similar limits. Two of the power plants currently have the PM10 percentage at 31.5%. MCAQD would prefer to have all plants at this limit. Two of the other power plants are also requesting to have their limits eased in order to conserve water. These requests will be treated separately, but it should be noted that other power plants are having similar problems to a lesser degree.
Please contact Henry Krautter at 602-506-7302 or the Title V permitting supervisor, Jamie Wilson, at 602-372-1341 if you have any questions concerning these approved permit revisions.

Sincerely,

Joy Rich
Interim Air Pollution Control Officer
Enclosure
cc:
Carl Tucker, GRPS

Teresa Ponder, GRPS

Doug Erwin, MCAQD


Jamie Wilson, MCAQD 
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Protecting our most vital, natural resource; air.
www.maricopa.gov/aq

