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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY


REGION IX


75 Hawthorne Street


San Francisco, CA  94105






March 8, 2007
Mr. Larry Bottolfson

Salt River Project

P.O. Box 52025

Phoenix, AZ 85072


Re:
Administrative Amendment of Title V Permit to Operate for Tri-Cities 


Landfill Energy Facility (“TCLEF”)
Dear Mr. Bottolfson:


This letter is a response to your letter dated December 21, 2006, as well as a telephone inquiry from Barbara Sprungl on January 8, 2007.  You have raised questions regarding carbon monoxide (“CO”) monitoring, performance test notification, and compliance with 40 C.F.R. Part 60, Subpart WWW, Standards of Performance for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills.

The final permit we issued on November 30, 2006 requires TCLEF to conduct monitoring with a portable CO analyzer to determine if the engines might be exceeding the lb/hour emission limit.  The permit requires that TCLEF take corrective action if the CO concentration from the engines and thermal oxidizer exceeds 145 ppmv @15% O2.  In the January 8 call, SRP staff pointed out that this concentration is incorrect.  After reviewing recent source test data and recalculating the concentration, EPA agrees.  

Therefore we are revising conditions II.C.3., II.C.4. and II.C.6. through an administrative amendment of the permit pursuant to 40 C.F.R. 71.7(d)(3).  The corrected conditions now refer to concentration limits of 265 ppmv @15% O2 for each of the three engines, and 5 ppmv @15% O2 for the thermal oxidizer.  We have enclosed the amended permit conditions, which shall take effect immediately.

Your letter also asked us to clarify the requirement to submit source test plans to EPA 45 days prior to any required testing (condition III.A.1.).  This notification is required for performance tests required by condition II.C.6., conducted as described in 40 C.F.R. 60.8 to demonstrate compliance with the CO emission limit in condition II.A.1.  This notification provision does not apply to monitoring conducted with the portable CO analyzer.

Finally, your letter asks about your role in the performance testing that the Tri-Cities Landfill must conduct on your engines to demonstrate compliance with Subpart WWW.  As we explained in our Statement of Basis and our November 30, 2006 response to your comments on the proposed permit, in cases where landfill gas is combusted for electricity generation by a separate stationary source, the landfill owners and/or operators, in this case the owners of the Tri-Cities Landfill, are ultimately responsible for compliance with the requirements of Subpart WWW.  While we assume the landfill must make arrangements with you to conduct testing of the engines at TCLEF, your permit does not require you to ensure that the landfill complies with its testing requirements.  

If you have any questions about these matters, please contact Manny Aquitania at (415) 972-3977 or aquitania.manny@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Deborah Jordan
Director, Air Division
Enclosure
cc:
Bobby Ramirez, SRPMIC


Ondrea Barber, SRPMIC


Barbara Sprungl, SRP


Dan Casiraro, SRP


Ted Hawley, SRP

Administrative Permit Amendment

Tri-Cities Landfill Energy Facility
Permit No. SR-ROP 05-03

The EPA hereby amends Conditions II.C.3., II.C.4. and II.C.6. to read as follows:
3.
If the CO concentration for ENG1, ENG2, and ENG3 exceeds 265 ppmv @ 15% O2, and TO1 exceeds 5 ppmv @ 15% O2,, as measured by a portable CO analyzer, TCLEF shall take corrective action to return the emissions to below the concentration as soon as possible, but no longer than one hour of operation after detection, and shall retest with the portable CO analyzer.  If the emissions continue to exceed emission limits above, after one hour of operation after detection, TCLEF must shut down the emission unit and not operate it again until the problem has been corrected.  TCLEF must notify EPA of any such event that lasts for one hour or longer via electronic mail sent to r9.aeo@epa.gov.  Each event that equals or exceeds one hour in duration must also be identified in the semi-annual monitoring report required by Condition III.C.1 of this permit. 

4.
If any emission unit is shut down for one hour or longer as a result of a CO reading that exceeds 265 ppmv @ 15% O2 for ENG1, ENG2 and ENG3, or 5 ppmv @ 15% O2 for TO1, TCLEF shall begin monthly monitoring of CO emissions from TO1, ENG1, ENG2 and ENG3 for the next three months.  After three months of monthly monitoring, TCLEF may resume quarterly monitoring.
6b.
In addition to CO emissions testing in Condition II.C.6.a., any emission unit that was shut down for one hour or longer as a result of a CO reading that exceeds 265 ppmv @ 15% O2 for ENG1, ENG2 and ENG3, or 5 ppmv @ 15% O2, for TO1, shall also be tested during the next scheduled round of performance testing.
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