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4 . -  ORDINANCE NO. ' 7  

COUNCIL BILL NO- -/,> 

S E R I E S  OF 192' 

/ .. I .- INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER . 
TITLE : A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE E~ACTING A BAN ON WOODBURNING ON 
P O U U T I O N  ALEKT DAYS i -- - 

WHEREAS, the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of 
Sheridan are adversely affected by the degradation of the air 
quality within t h e  city limits; and 

@ 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Denver Metropolitan area to 
make reasonable t o  attain the standards estabJished in the Federal 
Clean Air Act or lose Federal highway f u n d s ;  and 

WHEREAS, residential wood combustion produces particulate 
matter which is physically harmful, aesthetically unpleasant and 
contributes to t h e  degradation of the air quality. 

NOW, THEREFOE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SHERIDAN, COLORADO, THAT: 

-. 

Section I. A new Article XI is hereby added t o  Chapter 18 of 
the Sheridan Municipal Code to read as follows: 

Sec. 18-280. Definitions. The fcllowing words and phrases 
have the  following meanings unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise : 

(1) "Barbeque devices" means devices that are utilized 
solely for t h e  purpose of cooking food- 

(2) "Fireplacevg means a hearth, fire chamber or 
similarly prepared place and a chimney, 

( 3 )  "High pollution daySt means a period of time 
designated as a high pollution day by the Colorado Department of 
Health. 

( 4 )  "Sole source of heat" means one or more solid fue l  
burning devices which constitute the only  source of heating in a 
private residence. No solid fuel burning device or devices shall 
be considered to be the sole source of heat if the private 
residence is equipped with a permanently installed, furnace or 
heating system utilizing o i l ,  natural gas, electricity or propane. 

*SSolid f u e l  burning device" means a device designed 
for s o l i d  fuel combustion so that usable heat is derived f o r  the 
interior of a building, and includes , without limitation , solid 
fuel burning stoves, fireplaces or wood stoves of any nature, solid 
fuel burning cooking stoves,  combination f u e l  furnaces or boilers 

( 5 )  
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which burn s o l i d  fuel, or any other device used f o r  the burning of 
solid combustible material. Solid f u e l  burning devices doe -not 
include barbeque devices or natural gas-fired fireplace l o g s .  

Sec. 18-281. Woodburnins P r o h i b i t i o n .  

(I) It shall be unlawful f o r  any person to operate a 
so l id  fuel burning device during a high pollution day unless an 
exemption has been granted pursuant to Section 3 .  It shall be the 
duty of all persons owning or operating a solid fuel burning device 
to be aware of any declaration of a high pollution day by the 
Colorado Department of Health. 

( 2 )  A t  the time of the declaration of a high pollution 
day, the City Administrator shall allow three h o u r s  f o r  the 
burndown of existing fires in solid f u e l  burning devices prior to 
the initiation of enforcement. 

Sec. 18-282, Affirmative d e f e n s e s .  It is an affirmative 
defense to a charge of burning on a high pollution day that a 
person has obtained a temporary exemption demonstrating (a) an 
economic need to burn solid fuel for residential space heating 
purposes, or (b) reliance on a solid fuel burning device installed 
prior to December 1, 1988, as the sole source of heat. The City 
Administrator may grant such exemptions according to the following 
standards: 

by (a) A person shall demonstrate economic need 
certifying eligibility for energy assistance according to economic 
guidelines established by t h e  United States office of Management 
and Budget under Low-Income Energy Assistance Program ( L . E . A . P - ) ,  
as administered by Jefferson County. 

A person applying for an exemption must sign a s w o r n  
statement demonstrating reliance on a solid fuel burning device 
installed prior to December 1, 1988, as the sole source of heat. 

(b) 

(c) An exemption obtained under this section shall be 
effective for one year from the date it is granted- 

Sec. 18-283. InsDections, For the purpose of determining 
compliance w i t h  the provisions of t h i s  chapter, City of Sheridan 
inspectors are hereby authorized to make inspections of a l l  air 
contamination sources, including solid fuel burning devices which 
are being operated on high pollution days, and to take samples of 
air f o r  analys is  whenever necessary to determine the quantity and 
character of air pollutants. If any person refuses or restricts 
entry and free access to any part  of a premise, or refuses 
inspection or sampling of any device, facility or process where 
inspection is sought, the inspectors shall seek from the Municipal 
Court of the City of Sheridan a search warrant authorizing and 
inspector to enter the premises and comply with this Section. The 
c o u r t  shall have f u l l  power, jurisdiction and authority to enforce 
all orders issued under the provisions of this chapter. 
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Sec. 18-284. Violations. Violations of this Art’icle s h a l l  
ae punishable by a fine not to exceed th ree  hundred dollars 
($300.00) . 

Section 2. Safety C l a u s e .  The  city Council hereby finds, 
determines, and declares that this ordinance 1s promulgated under 
the general police power of the City of Sheridan, that it is 
promulgated f o r  the health, safety, and welfare of the public, and 
that this ordinance is necessary f o r  the preservation of health and 
safety and fo r  the protection of public convenience and welfare. 
The City Council further determines that the ordinance bears a 
rational relation to the proper legislative o b j e c t  sought to be 
attained. 

Sec t ion  3 .  Severabilitv. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, 
or part  of t h i s  ordinance or the application thereof to any person 
o r  circumstances shall fo r  any reason be adjudged by a court of 
competent jurisdiction invalid, such judgment shall not affect 
application to other persons or circumstances. 

7 r  
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER / y b - ~ U ~ ’ A u ’  
Upon a roll call being taken, the following was case: 

Yes NO 

Charles Adlon 
Charles Herman 
Carol Jonkoniec 
Aileen Marple 
Clifford Mueller 
Dale Patton 
Roger Rowland 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 22-s day of C&*-A- 
196h, and ordered published in the Independent Newspaper, 

I 
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R o g e r  B. @owland, Mayor 
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