
March 9, 2001 
 
Bharat Mathur 
United State Environmental Protection Agency 
Air and Radiation Division 
77 W Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604 
 
Director Mathur, 
 
I would like to submit the following comments regarding the Ohio Title V 
permitting program.  These comments are based on my review of permits 
issued for Cuyahoga County facilities by the Cleveland Bureau of Air 
Pollution Control.  The issues identified consistently appear in draft permits 
and demonstrate improper implementation of the state’s Title V program. 
 
1.  Permit conditions are often too vague or include poorly defined language, 
consequently unenforceable as a practical matter.  For example: 

a. S.K. Wellman Corp. (Facility ID #13-18-12-1632) 
• “A regular program of inspection and maintenance shall be 

performed…”  Regular must be defined. 
• “The permittee shall properly operate and maintain…”  

Maintain must be defined. 
• “Material spilled from the baghouse hoppers or from the crew 

conveyors shall be cleaned up immediately.”  Immediately 
must be defined by setting an outer time limit. 

b. Hydraulic Press Brick (Facility ID #13-18-27-0383) 
• “The permittee shall promptly remove, in such a manner as to 

minimize or prevent resuspension, earth and/or other material 
from paved streets.”  Promptly must be defined by setting an 
outer time limit.   

• “The permittee shall eliminate visible particulate emissions to 
the extent possible with good engineering design.”  The 
permitting authority must specify the extent and good 
engineering design must be defined. 

• “The permittee shall ensure that the baghouse is operated with 
sufficient air volume…”  Sufficient must be defined. 

 
2.  The draft Title V permit for Hydraulic Press Brick includes some permit 
conditions that are less stringent than the conditions in the previous operating 



permit.  In addition, some conditions from the previous PTO are omitted from 
the Title V permit.  For example: 

a. The previous PTO states that the particulate emissions from the 
traveling grate clinker cooler are limited to 39.1 pounds per hour, but 
the draft Title V permit only limits emissions to 43.6 pounds per hour. 

b. The previous PTO states “The baghouse shall be inspected for visible 
emissions twice per eight hour shift during operation”.  The draft Title 
V permit only calls for one inspection per eight hour shift. 

The Title V permit cannot be less stringent than the previous PTO. 
 
3.  Permit conditions lack adequate monitoring, record keeping and reporting 
requirements to ensure compliance with applicable regulations.  As currently 
drafted, the Title V permits for Hydraulic Press Brick, Lincoln Electric 
Company, S.K. Wellman Corp, and Cleveland Electric Illuminating 
Lakeshore 18 do not include the necessary monitoring, record keeping and 
reporting requirements to allow the public or regulatory agency to determine 
whether or not the facility is in compliance. 
 
4.  The draft permits for the above mentioned facilities include language that 
limits the type of evidence that members of the public and government 
regulators may rely upon to show that a facility is violating a requirement.  
For example: 
a.  “Compliance with the emissions limitation…shall be determined by…” 
 
This credible evidence buster language must be removed from Ohio Title V 
permits.   
 
5.  The Ohio EPA has not responded to any of the comments we have 
submitted.  In addition, none of the permits we have reviewed have moved 
past the draft stage.  The permits and dates comments were submitted are as 
follows: 
 Cleveland Electric Illuminating Lakeshore 18 July 6, 1999 
 Hydraulic Press Brick     June 27, 2000 
 The Lincoln Electric Company   September 15, 
2000 
 S.K. Wellman Corp     February 26, 2001 
The Ohio EPA has not met the deadline for issuing Title V permits. 
 
These issues have been raised with the Ohio EPA through written comments 
for each permit.  However, it is my position that poorly written Title V 
permits clearly demonstrates inadequate administration of the program by the 



Ohio EPA.  These comments are based on the review of draft permits, and 
dialog with other permit reviewers in the state.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jessica G. Dunn 
Clean Air Conservancy 
216-932-8999 
 
 


