
March 4, 2005

(A-18J)

Lloyd Eagan, Director  
Bureau of Air Management
101 South Webster Street
P.O. Box 7921
Madison, Wisconsin  53707

Dear Ms. Eagan:

This letter is in response to your February 9, 2005, letter
requesting that the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) expedite its review of Wisconsin’s proposed rule related to
the General and Registration Permit Programs.  It is our
understanding that the State will adopt this rule and submit a
request for State Implementation Plan approval to EPA after the
close of the public comment period on March 4, 2005.  This letter
is to provide you EPA's comments on the proposed rule.

The proposed General and Registration Permit rule affects
provisions of Wisconsin’s regulatory code, including NR. 400, Air
Pollution Control Definitions, NR. 410, Air Permit, Emission and
Inspection Fees, and NR. 406 and NR. 407, the Construction and
Operation Permit rules.  The rule makes various changes including
creating new permit types, such as a Registration Construction
permit, a General Construction permit, a Registration Operation
permit, and modifying the General Operation permit program which
is already available for certain source categories.  

Several questions arose during our review, and our staff
discussed these questions with your staff on several conference
calls.  It is our understanding from these conversations that
Wisconsin's interpretation of the rule is that the General and
Registration permits are not automatically issued if the State
fails to meet the 15 day notification deadline.  At this time,
EPA has no objection to Wisconsin moving forward to adopt this
rule, as proposed.  We will subsequently review the permit
templates and forms associated with this rule as they are
developed and made available for public review. 
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If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not
hesitate to contact me.  

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ (Cheryl Newton for)

Stephen Rothblatt, Director
Air and Radiation Division


