
AUG 2 7 2014 

Andrew Hall 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

REPLY TO THE ATIENTION OF: 

Permit Review/Development Section 
Ohio EPA, DAPC 
50 West Town Street 
Suite 700 
P.O. Box 1049 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049 

Dear Mr. Hall 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the draft administrative modification 
permit, permit number PO 117030, for GM Defiance Casting Operations in Defiance, Ohio. To 
ensure that the source meets Clean Air Act requirements, that the permit will provide necessary 
information so that the basis of the permit decision is transparent and readily accessible to the 
public, and that the permit record provides adequate support for the decision, EPA has the 
following comments: 

1. Requirements for the PSand Mod #2 Attrition Mill, P910, P912, and P913 include a 
Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) limitation of 0.10 pound per ton (lb/ton) of 
aluminum and 5.73 tons ofVOC per year. Testing requirements and compliance 
requirements list the limitation to be 0.10 lb/ton of sand. Please clarify which limitation 
is conect and ensure the permit is consistent. 

2. Requirements for the PSand Mod #2 Attrition Mill, P910, P912, and P913 include a 
Particulate Emission (PE) limitation of 0.02 lb/ton of aluminum and 1.5 tons ofPE per 
year. Testing requirements and compliance requirements list the limitation to be 0.02 
lb/ton and 1.5 tons per year but does not specifY if the limit is based on tons of aluminum 
or tons of sand. Please clarify the limit on page 3 8. 

3. Requirements for the PSand Mod #2 Attrition Mill, P910, P912, and P913 on pages 30 
and 39 include a Particulate Matter less than 10 microns (PMl 0) limitation of 0.04 lb/ton 
and 2.295 tons ofPM10 per year. Testing requirements and compliance requirements list 
the limitation to be of 0.04 lb/ton and 2.295 tons per year but does not specifY if the limit 
is based on tons of aluminum or tons of sand. Please clarifY the limits on pages 30 and 
39. 

4. The compliance method for the limits indicated in the table below reiterate how emission 
limitations were established. This is not an adequate method in determining compliance 

Recycled!Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (1 00% Post-Consumer) 



with emission limitations, especially where actual data exists such as actual production 
and testing data. Determining compliance should use actual data to determine whether 
the facility is in compliance with the limitations. Reproducing how the limitation was 
derived does not give any indication whether the facility is in compliance with those 
limits as no actual data is applied into the calculation. The equation does not reflect 
actual compliance status of the facility. · 

Emission Unit Limit Page 
P464,P465,P466,P467, 81.44 tpy VOC, 2.0 tpy 52 
P468, and P469 VOC, 2.67 tpy PMlO, and 

9.18 tpy so2 
P524,P527,P530,P533, 81.44 tpy voc, 2.0 tpy 64-65 
and P538 VOC, 2.67 tpy PMlO, and 

9.18 tpy so2 
P525,P528,P531,P534, 81.44 tpy VOC, 2.0 tpy 77-78 
P536, and P539 VOC, 2.67 tpy PMlO, and 

9.18 tpy so2 
P526,P529,P532,P535, 81.44 tpy voc, 2.0 tpy 90-91 
P537 andP540 VOC, 2.67 tpy PMl 0, and 

9.18 tpy so2 

5. On pages 51, 64, 77, and 90 of92, emission limitations for PMlO for the hopper, mixing 
and core making are established for each emission unit. The applicable compliance 
method associated with these limits do not describe how the facility will demonstrate 
compliance. These limits are synthetic minor limitations and need to be practicably 
enforceable. The EPA guidance "Effective Limits on Potential to Emit: Issues and 
Options" issued January 31, 1996, discusses the overarching considerations that govern 
the "effectiveness" of potential to emit limits. The guidance states that to be "effective," 
limitations milst be written so that it is possible to verify compliance and to document 
violations when enforcement action is necessary. While the compliance method states 
that the facility may be required to test, the permit does not include a method to verify 
compliance with the limit in the absence of a testing request. Please clarify how the 
facility will show compliance with the limitation. 

6. On pages 50, 63, 76, and 89 of92, the emission limitation of0.22lb ofVOC per ton of 
sand for hopper and mixing are established for each emission unit. These limits are 
synthetic minor limitations and need to be practicably enforceable. The EPA guidance 
"Effective Limits on Potential to Emit: Issues and Options" issued January 31, 1996, 
discusses the overarching considerations that govern the "effectiveness" of potential to 
emit limits. The guidance states that to be "effective," limitations must be written so that 
it is possible to verify compliance and to document violations when enforcement action is 
necessary. While the compliance method states that the facility may be required to test, 
the permit does not include a method to verify compliance with the limit in the absence of 



a testing request. Please clarify how the facility will show compliance with the 
limitation. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on this draft permit. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me or have your staff contact Charmagne Acketman, of my 
staff, at (312) 886-0448. 

Si.l).eerely, a· ) 
/;~ j 

i./l! 4Ltci&)e jl/~ 
()J&;;.;;i~ve Damico 

hief 
Air Permits Section 




