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Public Notice

Proposed Issuance of Air Pollution Control Permit to 

PQ Corporation, Gurnee

PQ Corporation, P.O. Box 840, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, has applied for a permit to construct a sodium silicate manufacturing plant by modifying the two existing glass melting furnaces at the previously owned Anchor Glass facility located at 1955 Delany Road in Gurnee. The plant would use sand and soda ash to manufacture sodium silicate. The difference in the emissions between the operation of the two facilities would be a decrease in the amount of particulate matter (“PM”) and an increase in the amount of nitrogen oxides (“NOx ”).

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (“Illinois EPA”) has reviewed the permit application and has concluded that the application complies with applicable state and federal air pollution control laws and rules, including the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, the federal Clean Air Act, Illinois' Rules for Air Pollution, 35 Ill. Adm. Code: Subtitle B, and the federal Prevention of Significant Deterioration (“PSD”) rules, 40 CFR 52.21.

PQ Corporation is a major source of NOx emissions. The project is located in an area that is attainment for NOx and is therefor subject to the PSD rules. The amount of NOx emissions from the project will be above the significance level under the PSD rules, therefor the project must use Best Available Control Technology (“BACT”) to limit emissions of NOx. The Illinois EPA has determined that low NOx burners/low excess air control in conjunction with furnace design optimization constitute BACT for this project.

PQ Corp. has submitted an analysis of NOx air quality, addressing maximum impacts for the facility. National Ambient Air Quality Standards (“NAAQS”) are set to protect human health and the environment. The NOx NAAQS is 100 micrograms per cubic meter (“(g/m3”) annual concentration. PQ Corp. would contribute 11.63 (g/m3 of NOx to a background level of  61.5 (g/m3 annual concentration. With this project, the area will remain below the NAAQS for NOx.

Persons wanting more information may obtain copies of the draft permit and project summary at www.epa.gov/ARD-R5/permits/ilonline.htm.  These documents along with the application may also be reviewed at Illinois EPA's offices at 1701 First Avenue in Maywood, 708/338-7900 (please call ahead and ask for Carmen Montenegro to assure that someone will be available to assist you) and 1340 North Ninth St., Springfield, 217/782-7027. Copies of the documents will be made available upon request.

Comments are requested on the proposed issuance of this permit. Comments must be postmarked by midnight January 17, 1999. If sufficient interest is expressed in this permit, a hearing may be held. Requests for information, comments, and questions should be directed to Kevin Smith, Division of Air Pollution Control, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, PO. Box 19506, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9506, 

phone 217/782-2113, TDD phone number 217/782-9143.

