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          1             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  We are going

          2   to get started, folks.  Good evening, this is a

          3   hearing regarding the proposed issuance of a state

          4   construction permit to Corn Products Argo Plant in

          5   Bedford Park, Illinois.  My name is Bill Seltzer.

          6   I am an attorney with the Illinois Environmental

          7   Protection Agency, and I've been asked to be the

          8   hearing officer for tonight's hearing.

          9                  Normally we bring with us

         10   registration cards and the people that attend this

         11   can indicate whether or not they want to ask

         12   questions or offer comments and also they give us

         13   their name and address on the card, so then after

         14   everything is said and done and the agency makes

         15   its final decision, a copy of the summation, the

         16   responsive summary, will be sent to the people in

         17   the audience so long as we have your name and

         18   mailing address.  We don't have the cards with us

         19   tonight but out in front we do have a signup

         20   sheet.  You can put your name and address on that

         21   sheet.  So far tonight we had to improvise a

         22   little bit, and I only have one individual from

         23   the audience from the general public that

         24   indicates she wishes to make a statement or ask
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          1   questions.  But before we conclude tonight,

          2   certainly people will have a chance to make a

          3   comment or ask questions.  The record of these

          4   proceedings will close July 31st of this year.

          5   That means that any written comments that are

          6   postmarked by July 31st of this year will become

          7   part of the official record.  I also have some

          8   public comment forms here which you can use in

          9   making your written comment, and the public

         10   comment form that we came with is a prepared form

         11   and it gives the mailing address as to where the

         12   comments are to be mailed to.

         13                  We will begin tonight by

         14   introducing those that are present from the

         15   Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, and then

         16   I will ask everybody that's present on behalf of

         17   the applicant to stand up, introduce themselves,

         18   spell their names for the record.  The EPA will

         19   then make a short opening comment, and I will ask

         20   the applicant if they wish to make a comment.

         21   Then we will go to the general public for their

         22   questions or comments.  Again, I am Bill Seltzer

         23   with the IEPA.

         24             MR. ROMAINE:  My name is Chris Romaine.
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          1   I am manager of the utility unit in the air permit

          2   section.

          3             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Could you

          4   spell your last name.

          5             MR. ROMAINE:  R-o-m-a-i-n-e.

          6             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Thank you.

          7             MR. PATEL:  My name is Minesh Patel.  I

          8   am a permit engineer with Bureau of Air.  I work

          9   on this construction permit project.

         10             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Thank you.

         11   Mr. Patel, could you spell your name for the court

         12   reporter.

         13             MR. PATEL:  P-a-t-e-l.

         14             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  And your first

         15   name.

         16             MR. PATEL:  M-i-n-e-s-h

         17             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Thank you.

         18   Now, I'll ask those that are present from the

         19   applicant to stand up and introduce themselves,

         20   indicate your capacity with the applicant, and

         21   spell your name for the court reporter.

         22             MR. JIRIK:  Alan Jirik, Director of

         23   Regulatory Affairs for the Corn Products.  My name

         24   is Alan Jirik, A-l-a-n J-i-r-i-k.
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          1             MR. STORMONT:  Robert Stormont.  I'm

          2   Manager of Energy for the Plant of Corn Products.

          3   Last name is spelled S-t-o-r-m-o-n-t.

          4             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Anybody else?

          5             MR. JIRIK:  We are representing --

          6   there are others but they are just here to view.

          7   We would be representing this.

          8             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Okay, thanks.

          9   Mr. Patel, I will ask at this time that you offer

         10   your presentation.

         11             MR. PATEL:  Good evening, ladies and

         12   gentlemen.  My name is Minesh Patel.  I am a

         13   permit engineer with the Bureau of Air.  I will be

         14   giving you a brief description of the proposed

         15   project.

         16                  Corn Product International has

         17   requested a permit for a replacement of an

         18   existing coal fired and natural gas fired boilers

         19   with clean burning natural gas fired boiler at its

         20   Bedford Park plant.

         21                  The proposed project will have the

         22   same function as the existing, to provide steam to

         23   the existing corn wet milling operation.  The

         24   proposed project will consist of installing and
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          1   operating three new boilers.  Each will only burn

          2   natural gas, which is the cleanest commercially

          3   available fuel.  Natural gas does not contain

          4   significant amount of sulfur or ash as is present

          5   in coal.

          6                  The principal air contaminants

          7   emitted from the boilers would be nitrogen oxide

          8   and carbon monoxide.  These pollutants are the

          9   natural by-products of any type of combustion.

         10   These emissions will be controlled by modern

         11   combustor.  Volatile organic material and

         12   particulate matter are also emitted in small

         13   quantities as result of incomplete combustion.

         14                  The proposed project would allow

         15   the Corn Product to comply with the new Nitrogen

         16   Oxide Trading Program, which is designed to reduce

         17   and maintain nitrogen oxide emissions from the

         18   emissions unit covered by the program within a

         19   budget to help contribute to attainment

         20   maintenance of the ozone ambient air quality

         21   standard in the multi-state region covered by the

         22   program.

         23                  As part of the project, Corn

         24   Product International will also be shutting down
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          1   the plant's coal fired boilers and older natural

          2   gas fired boilers.  By shutting down these

          3   boilers, the overall air emissions of nitrogen

          4   oxide, sulfur dioxide, and particulate matter will

          5   be substantially reduced.

          6                  This project is not considered a

          7   major modification, because the permitted

          8   emissions of pollutants from this facility would

          9   be less than the significant level threshold.

         10                  The Illinois EPA has reviewed the

         11   materials submitted by the Corn Product

         12   International and has determined that the

         13   application for the project shows that it will

         14   comply with applicable state and federal

         15   standards.

         16                  The conditions of the proposed

         17   draft permit contains limitations and requirements

         18   on the activities of the facility.  The permit

         19   also establishes appropriate testing, monitoring,

         20   recordkeeping, and reporting requirements.  In

         21   closing, the Illinois EPA is proposing to grant a

         22   construction permit.  We welcome any comments or

         23   questions from the public on our proposed action.

         24   Thank you.
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          1             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Thank you.

          2   Now, go to the applicant and ask if they have a

          3   presentation.

          4             MR. JIRIK:  Just a brief statement.

          5             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  You can do it

          6   from there.

          7             MR. JIRIK:  I'll introduce myself

          8   again.  I'm Alan Jirik from Corn Products and with

          9   me is Bob Stormont representing the company.  As

         10   Minesh has said, it is a fairly straightforward

         11   permit application that we have made.

         12                  We are seeking to replace some of

         13   our older boilers with modern boilers that would

         14   be burning natural gas.  The plant itself will,

         15   you know, continue to be the corn milling

         16   operation that we are familiar with and isn't

         17   really the subject of -- you know, of any

         18   change.  It is really limited to the boiler

         19   operations.  And we use the boilers to make

         20   steam.  We need steam to run the process, and,

         21   again, we are replacing a few of those with modern

         22   natural gas units.

         23                  Regarding the permit that is the

         24   subject of the hearing, we do plan to work with
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          1   the agency to address certain items in the

          2   permit.  Maybe some typographical items, some

          3   numerical values, for example, some of those shown

          4   in the tables, and look at some wording items in

          5   the text that may be appropriate.  Those will be

          6   some areas that we plan to work with the agency

          7   on.  We are very excited about the project.  We

          8   are very committed to the project.  We think it is

          9   a positive activity for the plant and puts us into

         10   a very modern era with regards to steam production

         11   too in our processes.  And we are available should

         12   there be any questions also, if it is appropriate

         13   to answer those.

         14             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Thank you very

         15   much.  A question or two from me.  You indicate

         16   that you are going to work with the agency.  Are

         17   you, in other words, inferring that you read the

         18   draft permit and you are going to make some

         19   recommendations with regard to the final permit?

         20             MR. JIRIK:  We are still reviewing it at

         21   this point.  We may come forward with some

         22   recommendations regarding text, maybe some

         23   numbers, that type of thing.

         24             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Do you have
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          1   any idea when that submittal would be sent to the

          2   agency?

          3             MR. JIRIK:  As soon as we are able to

          4   complete our review and put together our

          5   thoughts.

          6             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  The reason I

          7   ask is, as I stated earlier, the record closes

          8   July 31st, and I would appreciate if you could get

          9   the comments in soon enough so if there is

         10   somebody in the public who wishes to read whatever

         11   your comments or suggestions are prior to the

         12   close of the record, they would have time to

         13   review that themselves.  I would appreciate that,

         14   thank you.

         15             MR. JIRIK:  Okay.

         16             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Then at this

         17   point in time we will go to the public.  So far

         18   the only person that indicated they wanted to make

         19   any comments or ask questions is Ms. Kay Kulaga,

         20   K-u-l-a-g-a; is that correct?

         21             MS. KULAGA:  Correct, K-u-l-a-g-a.  I

         22   think basically it is a good project.  My group is

         23   SCORE, Some Citizens Organized to Recycling and

         24   Environment.  And we've talked to other
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          1   environmentalists and we have felt that changing

          2   from the coal to the gas was good.  Some of my

          3   friends just said to ask are they going to trigger

          4   off other kinds of pollutions, because you are

          5   going to be doing less, and about the -- you still

          6   have the hexane and do you ever intend on changing

          7   that process?

          8             MR. JIRIK:  Let me answer all the

          9   questions completely.  When you review the permit

         10   application, there are very large reductions in

         11   most of the air pollutants.  There is a slight

         12   increase in carbon monoxide, CO, and a slight

         13   increase in the CO volatile organics.  It is a

         14   trade-off between natural gas and coal, but

         15   overall there is thousands of tons of pollutions

         16   that are reversed.

         17             MS. KULAGA:  But mostly the sulfur

         18   dioxide from the coal?

         19             MR. JIRIK:  Right.

         20             MS. KULAGA:  And you gave us all

         21   thoughts of any -- I know at one point you were

         22   going to do a cogeneration plant --

         23             MR. JIRIK:  Let me just --

         24             MS. KULAGA:  -- or is that just totally
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          1   out of the picture.

          2             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  We have to

          3   talk one at a time so the court reporter can get

          4   it.

          5             MR. JIRIK:  You know, if something

          6   interesting came up, I could not rule that out.

          7   It is not my decision.  It is management's.  This

          8   is what management has come forward with to meet

          9   the standards.

         10             MS. KULAGA:  Basically most of our

         11   environmental groups feel it is a good idea to go

         12   from the coal to the gas, and it is good that you

         13   are kind of bringing it more into the modern age.

         14   We still worry about the hexane so --

         15             MR. JIRIK:  Right.

         16             MS. KULAGA:  -- maybe down the road.

         17             MR. JIRIK:  The hexane is a separate

         18   operation, not related to the boilers.  And it

         19   will be subject to the standard, Maximum

         20   Retrievable Control Technology.  So if it provides

         21   some comfort and good feeling, that unit will be

         22   subject to a very strict federal standard.  It is

         23   promulgated, very final, and we are a couple years

         24   into the phasing to where that standard has to be
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          1   complied with.  So that should have some positive

          2   results too.

          3             MS. KULAGA:  Okay.

          4             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Thank you.  Is

          5   there anybody else that has any comments or

          6   questions?

          7                       (No Response.)

          8             HEARING OFFICER SELTZER:  Indicate for

          9   the record there is no response, so, ladies and

         10   gentlemen, we are going to adjourn.  I want to

         11   thank you for showing up and your participation,

         12   and, again, I will reiterate that the close of the

         13   record is midnight on July 31st of this year.

         14   Thank you.  Have a safe trip home.

         15                           - - -

         16                      (Which were all the

         17                       proceedings had in the

         18                       above-entitled cause.)

         19
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          1   STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
                                  ) SS.
          2   COUNTY OF DU PAGE   )

          3

          4             I, Lynette J. Neal, C.S.R. No.

          5   084-004363, do hereby certify that I am a court

          6   reporter doing business in the State of Illinois,

          7   that I reported in shorthand the testimony given

          8   at the hearing of said cause, and that the

          9   foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of my

         10   shorthand notes so taken aforesaid.

         11             IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set

         12   my hand this 15th day of July, 2001.
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