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BEFORE THE | LLI NO S ENVI RONMENTAL
PROTECTI ON AGENCY

IN THE MATTER OF: PROPQOSED | SSUANCE )
OF A STATE CONSTRUCTION PERM T TO )
CORN PRODUCTS ARGO PLANT, BEDFORD PARK )

REPORT OF PROCEEDI NGS taken at the
heari ng of the above-entitled matter, held at 6701
Sout h Archer Road, Bedford Park, Illinois before
Hearing Officer Seltzer, reported by Lynette J.
Neal, C.S.R, on the 1st day of July, 2002,

commenci ng at the hour of 7:00 p.m

APPEARANCE:
MR, W LLIAM SELTZER, |EPA Hearing O ficer;
MR. CHRI STOPHER ROMAI NE, BOA, Manager,
Uility Unit, Pernmit Section;

MR. M NESH PATEL, Pernit Engi neer;
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: W are going
to get started, folks. Good evening, this is a
hearing regardi ng the proposed i ssuance of a state
construction permt to Corn Products Argo Plant in
Bedford Park, Illinois. M nane is Bill Seltzer
| aman attorney with the Illinois Environmental
Protecti on Agency, and |'ve been asked to be the
hearing officer for tonight's hearing.

Normal Iy we bring with us

regi stration cards and the people that attend this
can indicate whether or not they want to ask
questions or offer comments and al so they give us
t heir name and address on the card, so then after
everything is said and done and the agency nakes
its final decision, a copy of the sunmmation, the
responsi ve sunmary, will be sent to the people in
t he audi ence so | ong as we have your nane and
mai |l i ng address. W don't have the cards with us
toni ght but out in front we do have a signup
sheet. You can put your nanme and address on that
sheet. So far tonight we had to inprovise a
little bit, and | only have one individual from
the audi ence fromthe general public that

i ndi cates she wi shes to make a statenent or ask
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guestions. But before we conclude tonight,
certainly people will have a chance to nake a
comment or ask questions. The record of these
proceedings will close July 31st of this year
That means that any written comments that are
post marked by July 31st of this year will becone
part of the official record. | also have sone
public comment forns here which you can use in
meki ng your witten coment, and the public
comment formthat we cane with is a prepared form
and it gives the mailing address as to where the
conments are to be nailed to.

We will begin tonight by
i ntroduci ng those that are present fromthe
Il1linois Environmental Protection Agency, and then
I will ask everybody that's present on behal f of
the applicant to stand up, introduce thensel ves,
spell their nanes for the record. The EPA will
then make a short opening comment, and | will ask
the applicant if they wish to nake a conment.
Then we will go to the general public for their
questions or conments. Again, | amBill Seltzer
with the | EPA.

MR, ROMAINE: My nane is Chris Ronmine.
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I am nmanager of the utility unit in the air permt
section.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Coul d you
spell your |ast nane.

MR. ROVAINE: R-o-ma-i-n-e.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you.

MR, PATEL: M nane is Mnesh Patel. |
ama permt engineer with Bureau of Air. | work
on this construction permt project.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you.

M. Patel, could you spell your nane for the court

reporter.

MR. PATEL: P-a-t-e-1.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: And your first
name.

MR. PATEL: Mi-n-e-s-h

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you.
Now, |I'l1 ask those that are present fromthe

applicant to stand up and introduce thensel ves,
i ndi cate your capacity with the applicant, and
spell your name for the court reporter.

MR JIRIK:  Alan Jirik, Director of
Regul atory Affairs for the Corn Products. M nane

is Alan Jirik, Al-a-n J-i-r-i-Kk.
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MR. STORMONT: Robert Stornont. [|'m
Manager of Energy for the Plant of Corn Products.
Last nane is spelled S-t-o-r-mo-n-t.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Anybody el se?

MR JIRIK: W are representing --
there are others but they are just here to view
We woul d be representing this.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: COkay, thanks.
M. Patel, | will ask at this time that you offer
your presentation.

MR. PATEL: Good evening, |adies and
gentlemen. M name is Mnesh Patel. | ama
permt engineer with the Bureau of Air. | will be
giving you a brief description of the proposed
proj ect.

Corn Product International has
requested a pernit for a replacenent of an
existing coal fired and natural gas fired boilers
with clean burning natural gas fired boiler at its
Bedf ord Park plant.

The proposed project will have the
same function as the existing, to provide steamto
the existing corn wet mlling operation. The

proposed project will consist of installing and
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7
operating three new boilers. Each will only burn
natural gas, which is the cleanest comercially
avail abl e fuel. Natural gas does not contain
significant anmount of sulfur or ash as is present
in coal

The principal air contam nants
emtted fromthe boilers would be nitrogen oxide
and carbon nonoxi de. These pollutants are the
natural by-products of any type of conbustion.
These emi ssions will be controlled by nodern
combustor. Volatile organic material and
particul ate matter are also enmitted in snal
gquantities as result of inconplete conmbustion

The proposed project would all ow
the Corn Product to conply with the new Nitrogen
Oxi de Trading Program which is designed to reduce
and mai ntain nitrogen oxide em ssions fromthe
enm ssions unit covered by the programw thin a
budget to help contribute to attai nnment
mai nt enance of the ozone anbient air quality
standard in the nmulti-state region covered by the
program

As part of the project, Corn

Product International will also be shutting down
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the plant's coal fired boilers and ol der natura

gas fired boilers. By shutting down these

boil ers, the overall air enissions of nitrogen

oxi de, sulfur dioxide, and particulate matter will

be substantially reduced.

This project is not considered a

maj or nodi fication, because the permtted

em ssions of pollutants fromthis facility would

be I ess than the significant |evel threshold.

The Illinois EPA has reviewed the

mat erials submtted by the Corn Product

I nternational and has determ ned that the

application for the project shows that it wll

conply with applicable state and federa

st andar ds.

The conditions of the proposed

draft permit contains linmitations and requirenments

on the activities of the facility. The permt

al so establishes appropriate testing, nonitoring,

recor dkeepi ng, and reporting requirenents. In

closing, the Illinois EPA is proposing to grant a

construction permt. W welcone any comments or

qguestions fromthe public on our

Thank you.

proposed action.






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

9

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you.
Now, go to the applicant and ask if they have a
present ati on.

MR, JIRIK: Just a brief statenent.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: You can do it
fromthere.

MR JIRIK: |'"Il introduce myself
again. I'mAlan Jirik from Corn Products and with
me is Bob Stornont representing the conmpany. As
M nesh has said, it is a fairly straightforward
permt application that we have nade.

We are seeking to replace sone of
our ol der boilers with nodern boilers that would
be burning natural gas. The plant itself wll,
you know, continue to be the corn mlling
operation that we are famliar with and isn't
really the subject of -- you know, of any
change. It is really limted to the boiler
operations. And we use the boilers to nake
steam W need steamto run the process, and,
again, we are replacing a few of those with nodern
natural gas units.

Regarding the pernit that is the

subj ect of the hearing, we do plan to work with






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

10
the agency to address certain itens in the
permt. Mybe sone typographical itens, sone
nunerical val ues, for exanple, some of those shown
in the tables, and | ook at some wording itens in
the text that may be appropriate. Those will be
some areas that we plan to work with the agency
on. W are very excited about the project. W
are very conmitted to the project. We think it is
a positive activity for the plant and puts us into
a very nodern era with regards to steam production
too in our processes. And we are avail able should
there be any questions also, if it is appropriate
to answer those.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you very
much. A question or two fromnme. You indicate
that you are going to work with the agency. Are
you, in other words, inferring that you read the
draft permt and you are going to nmake sone
recommendations with regard to the final permt?

MR JIRIK: W are still reviewing it at
this point. W may cone forward with sone
recommendati ons regardi ng text, maybe sone
nunbers, that type of thing.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Do you have
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any idea when that submttal would be sent to the
agency?

MR JIRIK: As soon as we are able to
conpl ete our review and put together our
t hought s.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: The reason
ask is, as | stated earlier, the record closes
July 31st, and | would appreciate if you could get
the comrents in soon enough so if there is
sonmebody in the public who wi shes to read whatever
your comments or suggestions are prior to the
cl ose of the record, they would have tinme to
review that thenselves. | would appreciate that,
t hank you.

MR JIRI K. Okay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Then at this
point intinme we will go to the public. So far
the only person that indicated they wanted to make
any comments or ask questions is M. Kay Kul aga,
K-u-l-a-g-a; is that correct?

M5. KULAGA: Correct, K-u-l-a-g-a. |
think basically it is a good project. M group is
SCORE, Sone Citizens Organi zed to Recycling and

Envi ronnent. And we've tal ked to ot her
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environnental i sts and we have felt that changing
fromthe coal to the gas was good. Sonme of ny
friends just said to ask are they going to trigger
of f other kinds of pollutions, because you are
going to be doing | ess, and about the -- you stil
have the hexane and do you ever intend on changi ng
t hat process?

MR. JIRIK: Let me answer all the
questions conpletely. Wen you review the permnit
application, there are very large reductions in
nost of the air pollutants. There is a slight
i ncrease in carbon nonoxide, CO and a slight
increase in the COvolatile organics. It is a
trade-of f between natural gas and coal, but
overall there is thousands of tons of pollutions
that are reversed.

MS. KULAGA: But nostly the sul fur
di oxi de fromthe coal ?

MR JIRIK: Right.

MS. KULAGA: And you gave us al
t houghts of any -- | know at one point you were
going to do a cogeneration plant --

MR JIRIK: Let nme just --

MS. KULAGA: -- or is that just totally
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out of the picture.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: We have to
talk one at a tine so the court reporter can get
it.

MR, JIRIK:  You know, if sonething
interesting canme up, | could not rule that out.

It is not ny decision. It is managenent's. This
i s what managenment has come forward with to neet
t he standards.

MS. KULAGA: Basically nost of our
envi ronnental groups feel it is a good idea to go
fromthe coal to the gas, and it is good that you
are kind of bringing it nore into the nodern age.
We still worry about the hexane so --

MR JIRIK: Right.

MS. KULAGA: -- maybe down the road.

MR, JIRIK: The hexane is a separate
operation, not related to the boilers. And it
will be subject to the standard, Maxi mum
Retri evabl e Control Technology. So if it provides
some confort and good feeling, that unit will be
subject to a very strict federal standard. It is
promul gated, very final, and we are a couple years

into the phasing to where that standard has to be
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conplied with. So that should have sone positive
results too

MB. KULAGA: Okay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you. 1Is
there anybody el se that has any comments or
guestions?

(No Response.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Indicate for
the record there is no response, so, |ladies and
gentlenen, we are going to adjourn. | want to
t hank you for showi ng up and your participation
and, again, | will reiterate that the close of the
record is mdnight on July 31st of this year

Thank you. Have a safe trip hone.

(Which were all the
proceedi ngs had in the

above-entitl ed cause.)
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STATE OF ILLINOS )

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

I, Lynette J. Neal, C.S.R No.
084- 004363, do hereby certify that | ama court
reporter doing business in the State of Illinois,
that | reported in shorthand the testinony given
at the hearing of said cause, and that the
foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of ny
shorthand notes so taken aforesaid.

IN WTNESS WHERECF | have hereunto set

my hand this 15th day of July, 2001







