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Public Notice

Proposed Issuance of Construction Permits to Reliant Energy and the Wood River Refinery, and 

Notice of Public Hearing 

Reliant Energy, 1111 Louisiana, Houston, TX, has applied for a permit to construct an electrical generation facility to be named Cardinal Energy on Madison Street East of Highway 111 next to the existing Wood River Refining Company in Roxana. Cardinal Energy would have three natural gas fired turbines and will produce electricity and steam for the refinery. The production of steam by Reliant Energy would allow the refinery to greatly reduce the use of its own boilers.  A construction and operating application for the steam connection between the two facilities is also being reviewed by the Illinois EPA. 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 25, 1999, at 7 p.m. at the Roxana Community Park District, Rox-Arena, #2 Park Drive, Roxana, IL. The hearing will be held by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency to receive comments and data and to answer questions from the public prior to making a final decision concerning the permit. Lengthy comments and questions should be submitted to the Illinois EPA in writing. Written comments must be postmarked by midnight June 24, 1999. Comments need not be notarized and should be sent to the Hearing Officer, see address below.

The hearing will be held under the provisions of Subpart A of the Illinois EPA's "Procedures for Permit and Closure Plans" 35 Ill. Adm. Code 166.  All questions about the hearing procedure, requests for copies of the hearing rules, or requests for special needs interpreters should be directed to the Hearing Officer, see below for address. Requests for special needs interpreters must be made to the Hearing Officer by May 15, 1999.

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) has reviewed the permit application and has concluded that the application complies with applicable state and federal air pollution control laws and rules, including the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, the federal Clean Air Act, and Illinois' Rules for Air Pollution (35 Ill. Adm. Code: Subtitle B) and the federal Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) rules (40 CFR 52.21).

The new construction will be a major source of emissions. The project is located in an area that is attainment for all criteria pollutants but ozone for which it is moderate nonattainment. The project is subject to the PSD rules for emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), and particulate matter (PM). The facility is also subject to 35 IAC Part 203, for emissions of NOx, because the facility is located in an area of ozone non-attainment.

The facility is required to meet the Best Available Control Technology requirement of the PSD rules.  The facility has proposed selective catalytic reduction and dry low- NOx combustors to meet BACT/LAER for NOx and good combustion practice including use of gaseous fuels to meet BACT for CO and PM. The cooling tower will be equipped with highly efficient drift eliminators to meet BACT for PM from the cooling tower.  The Illinois EPA has determined that these controls will meet BACT/LAER requirements for the facility. 

Emission offsets are required for major projects undergoing nonattainment review. The facility must provide 380 tons per year of NOx decreases from a source in the area to offset the NOx emissions from the source. These offsets will be obtained from the reduced use of the boilers currently in use at the refinery. 

An analysis of air quality impacts from this project shows that it will not cause or contribute to a violation of applicable air quality standards.  The peak impact of NOx from the project is 0.16 micrograms per cubic meter ((g/m3) annual NOx compared to a National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) of 100 (g/m3. For PM, maximum modeled facility impacts are 5.1 and 0.2 (g/m3 for 24-hour and annual average, compared to NAAQS of 150 and 50 (g/m3 respectively. For CO, maximum modeled facility impacts are 109 and 43.3 (g/m3 for 1-hour and 8-hour averages, compared to NAAQS of 40,000 and 10,000 (g/m3 respectively.

Persons wanting more information may review the Illinois EPA's project summary and draft permit and the permit application at the Roxana Public Library, 200 North Central Avenue, Roxana, 618/254-6713, and the Illinois EPA's offices at 2009 Mall Street, Collinsville, 618/346-5120 (please call ahead to assure that someone will be available to assist you) and 1340 North Ninth St., Springfield, Illinois, 217/782-7027. Copies of the documents will be made available upon request.

For information concerning the applications and draft permit, please contact:

Brad Frost, Community Relations Coordinator

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

1021 North Grand Avenue East, PO Box 19506

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9506

217/782-2113

217/782-9143  TDD

For information concerning the hearing and hearing procedures, please contact:

John Williams

Hearing Officer

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 

1021 North Grand Avenue East, PO Box 19276

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

217/782-5544

217/782-9143  TDD
