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Public Notice

Proposed Issuance of a Joint Construction and Operating Permit and

Notice of a Comment Period and Public Hearing 

for New Heights Recovery and Power, L.L.C., Ford Heights

New Heights Recovery and Power, L.L.C., has requested an air pollution control construction and operating permit for a new crumb rubber production facility to be located at 1705 Cottage Grove in Ford Heights. Crumb rubber is a rubber powder and is used in a variety of rubber goods and as an asphalt paving additive.  The proposed facility would produce crumb rubber from shredded waste tires by a series of freezing, “shattering”, and grinding processes. New Heights acquired the proposed site after the former owner, Chewton Glen Energy went through bankruptcy. The requested permit is only for the crumb rubber facility not for the waste tire fired power plant, also located at this site, which is the subject of a separate application.

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) will hold a public hearing on Thursday, July 1, 1999, at 7:00 p.m. at Cottage Grove Middle School, 800 East 14th Street in Ford Heights. The hearing will be held to receive comments and to answer questions from the public prior to making a final decision concerning the permit. Lengthy comments and questions should be submitted to the Illinois EPA in writing. Written comments must be postmarked by midnight July 15, 1999. Comments need not be notarized and should be sent to the Hearing Officer, see address below.

The hearing will be held under the provisions of Subpart A of the Illinois EPA's "Procedures for Permit and Closure Plans" 35 Ill. Adm. Code 166.  All questions about the hearing procedure, requests for copies of the hearing rules, or requests for special needs interpreters should be directed to the Hearing Officer, see below for address. Requests for special needs interpreters must be made to the Hearing Officer by June 20, 1999.

The Illinois EPA has reviewed the permit application and has concluded that the application complies with applicable state and federal air pollution control laws and rules, including the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, the federal Clean Air Act, Illinois' Rules for Air Pollution (35 Ill. Adm. Code: Subtitle B). The crumb rubber lines would be equipped with fabric filters to control emissions of particulate matter, so that the project would not be a major source of air emissions.

Copies of the draft permit and project summary are available on the Internet at www.epa.gov/ARD-R5/permits/ilonline.htm.  These documents along with the permit application may also be reviewed at the Chicago Heights Public Library
25 W 15th St in Chicago Heights and the Illinois EPA's offices at 1701 South First Avenue, Maywood, 708/338-7900 (please call ahead and ask for Carmen Montenegro to assure that someone will be available to assist you) and 1340 North Ninth St., Springfield. Copies of the documents will be made available upon request.

For information concerning the applications and draft permit, please contact:

Brad Frost, Community Relations Coordinator

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

1021 North Grand Avenue, East

PO Box 19506

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9506

217/782-2113

217/782-9143  TDD

For information concerning the hearing and hearing procedures, please contact:

John Williams

Hearing Officer

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 

1021 North Grand Avenue, East

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

217/782-5544

217/782-9143  TDD

