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HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: This is in regard
to the matter of the Proposed |Issuance of a Joint
Construction and Lifetine Operating Pernmit for
Ganna Construction, Inc., in Lenont, Illinois.

My nane is Bill Seltzer. |[|'man
attorney for the EPA, and | have been asked to be
the hearing officer for tonight's nmeeting. The way
we are going to conduct the nmeeting is we wll
start off by having everybody fromthe EPA
i ntroduce thensel ves and state their positions.
Then | will ask that everybody that works for Ganna
i ntroduce thenselves, state their position, and
spell their |ast nanes.

| have registration cards. Sone of
you have indicated you wish to offer testinony. |
will call the people in the order in which | have
received the cards except that we will ask el ected
officials to come forward first.

This is the biggest attended hearing
| have ever been to as a hearing officer

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: So |I'mgoing to
say right now, the notice indicated that the record

of these proceedi ngs would cl ose Novenber 11
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Because there are so nany people in attendance, we
are going to extend the date of the closing of the
record to nmake it a total of 45 days. So we will
go to -- Well, let's say Novenber 28 will be the
cl ose of the record here.

The Environnental Protection Agency has
180 days in which to act on a pernmit. |If it has
not acted, the permt is automatically granted.
And | understand that the 180 day tine period is up
Decenber 22. Since there are representatives of
Ganna here, I'mgoing to ask if they wll
voluntarily give the Agency a waiver for an
addi ti onal 30 days because our people will need
some time to go over the record, which will include
all your comments, witten and spoken

So | wonder, and | will ask right now,

is there anybody from Ganna here that would be
willing to give the Agency an additional 30-day
wai ver, that is, take it to January 22nd of 20017
It's your legal right not to do it.

MR. RECTOR: May we have a chance to review
that and respond to you tonight?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Ckay. We will go

into that when you cone forward
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We don't have an answer yet. W will
get it later. But | do want everybody that
represents Ganna here this evening to stand up and
identify thensel ves regardl ess of where they may be
sitting.

Are there any questions as to how we
will proceed tonight so far?

Now, we, obviously, have a ton of
peopl e here. \When people fromthe audi ence cone
forward, I'mgoing to ask that you limt yourself.
I"'mnot going to limt you on time. 1l'mgoing to
ask that you limt yourself so that we get
everybody, everybody has a chance to get their say
soin. If we are going too late, there is going to
be a ot of people that will be cut off and won't
be allowed to testify at all

If you have | ong conments, | would
suggest you submit your comments in witing. And
we have conment forns at the front table. All your
written conments will be part of the record just as
oral testinony will be.

At the close of the record, the Agency
will review everything and the transcript of

tonight's hearing and there will be a responsive
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summary. Everybody that signed one of these cards
and gave us an address will get a copy of that
responsi ve summary. And that responsive sumary
then is to answer all the questions that you may
pose and direct the Agency's opinion to the
i mportant comments that you folks will nake.
So we'll begin right now by asking

personnel fromthe EPA to stand and introduce
t henmsel ves.

MR, DESAI: M nane is Harish Desai. |1'm
the unit nmanager in permt section.

MR. KOHLEMEYER: My nane is Ji m Kohl eneyer.
I["ma permt engineer.

MR, PRESSNALL: My nane is Chris Pressnall,
and | aman air enforcenment attorney.

MR, MAJUMDER: M nane is Joydeb Maj under,
and | ama field engineer.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: W1 I the people
representing Ganna pl ease conme forward to the
podi um at the m crophone and identify yoursel ves.

MR. RECTOR: |I'm Del Rector. |[|'man
envi ronnmental consultant with NTH Consultants
representing Ganna.

MR, MACK: M nane is Gary Mack. [|I'ma
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public affairs consultant for Ganna.

MR, BODZI OCH: My nane is Joe Bodzi och.
I"m an engi neer with Ganna Construction.

MR. MAYNARD: My nane is Jerry Maynard.
' m counsel to Ganna Construction.

MR, CARRIG Dan Carrig, Operations Manager
for Ganna Construction.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Now that you have
all introduced yourselves, have you made a deci sion
as to whether or not you will give the Agency an
addi ti onal 30 days~?

MR. MAYNARD: Yes. Ganna will waive the
statutory 180 days for another 30 days.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Ganna has agreed
to waive the 180 day tinme period for an additional
30 days. That gives the Agency that additional 30
days in which it has to act. | wll say it again,
if the Agency doesn't act within the required tine
period, the pernmt is automatically granted. And |
will ask that Ganna follow up their commitnent this
evening with a witten letter. W would |ike that

to be part of the witten record.
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At this time we wll

go to the Agency

spokes people starting with Jim

MR. KOHLEMEYER: Good evening, |adies and
gentlenmen. M nane is Jim Kohleneyer. [I'ma
permt engineer with the Illinois EPA s Bureau of
Air. 1'mone of a nunber of engineers whose job it

is toreviewair permt applicat

ons for various

types of facilities in the state such as quarry

operati

ons, concrete batch plants, and

manuf act uri ng operations including asphalt plants.

Thank you all for com ng tonight

interest in environnental issues.

I would |ike to beg

and for your

n by giving a

bri ef overview of the situation bringing us

together here tonight. This past June the 26th,

the Ganna Corporation applied to the Illinois EPA

for a joint construction and operating permt for

gas-fired, drumtype asphalt

identif
Lenont

Lenont .

asphal t

pl ant,

pl ant at the | ocation

ied at 16500 New Industrial Park Drive in

Townshi p, an area just outside the City of

First allow me to talk briefly about

plants in general. As a typical asphalt

raw materi als are brought

in by truck and

a
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pl aced in storage piles, silos, or storage tanks.
Asphalt or crushed rock is hauled by front-end
| oaders to feed hoppers, then passes via conveyors
to the burner end of a revolving drum m xer
Li quid asphalt is weighed and injected into the
drum The resulting asphalt pavenment material is
then either placed in tenporary storage or
transferred i Mmediately to the job site by truck
Particul ate matter or PM nore
commonly known as dust, is generated by the m xer
drum and by other plant activities such as storage
pil es and plant roads. On the proposed plant, the
exhaust fromthe m xer drumis vented to a cyclone
and then to a bag house type of air pollution
control device where the majority of PMor dust is
renmoved before being exhausted into the atnosphere.
Al so, the PMemni ssions fromthe mneral filler silo
are controlled by a second bag house. Because of
the conbustion of natural gas and the use of
asphalt, the proposed plant will also emt carbon
nonoxi de, nitrogen oxides, and volatile organic
materials, in levels which are typical of any gas-
fired asphalt plant.

The asphalt cenent storage tank has a
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10
condenser systemto control the volatile organic
em ssions. The Ganna operations are subject to
Federal USEPA Regul ati on 40 CFR 60, subpart |
St andards of Perfornmance for Hot M x Asphalt
Facilities. This federal regulation, also referred
to as New Source Performance Standards or NSPS,
requires the plant to conply with specific en ssion
restrictions for particulate matter and opacity.
These limts are .04 grains per dry standard cubic
feet of PM and 20 percent of opacity. This NSPS
conpliance testing nmust be performed in accordance
wi t h USEPA approved nmet hods and as specified by
Speci al Condition 6 of the draft permt.

The Ganna operations are subject also
to state regulation 35, Illinois Adm nistrative
Code, part 212, entitled Visible and Particul ate
Matter Emi ssions. Since the proposed site is in
Cook County, state regul ations require the conpany
to submt an operating program designed to
significantly reduce fugitive PM or dust em ssions,
whi ch are generated by working the storage piles
and fromtruck traffic on the plant roads. This
required operating permt has been subnitted by

Ganna.
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The proposed plant is capable of an
asphalt production rate of up to 650 tons per hour
which neans if it were operated around the clock
it would produce nearly 5.7 mllion tons of asphalt
per year. However, it is significant to point out
that Ganna has voluntarily requested permt limts
of 220,000 tons per nonth and 800, 000 tons per
year. These asphalt production limts considerably
l ower the |evel of em ssions and, therefore,
prevent the plant from being classified as a mgjor
source. These pernit linmts are acconpani ed by
recor dkeepi ng and reporting requirements which are
enforceable by both the State of Illinois and the
USEPA.

The Illinois EPA has reviewed the
application subnmtted by Ganna and has determn ned
the proposed asphalt plant operations will conply
with all applicable state and federal regul ations.
We have prepared a draft of a Joint Construction
and Operating Pernmt for the proposed asphalt
pl ant, which has been available for viewi ng both on
the Internet and at the Lenont Public Library al ong
with a brief summary of the proposed project. W

i ssued a public notice in area newspapers
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12
announcing this public hearing being held here
tonight as well as soliciting your witten
comments. The Illinois EPA will continue to accept
written comments after this nmeeting tonight up
until Novenber the 28th.

Due to the significant public interest
shown on this matter, the Illinois EPA has deci ded
to hold this public hearing to give you, the
citizens of Lenont and the surroundi ng area, an
opportunity to voice your concerns, to ask
guestions, and to becone nore fanmliar with the
proposed Ganna operations and the environnmenta
regul ati ons governing them Thank you very nuch
for your kind attention.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DESAI: Good evening, |adies and
gentlemen. M name is Harish Desai. |'munit
manager in permt section. | would like to take
this opportunity to clarify the historical data on
this project. On Decenber 1999, Ganna Construction
subnmitted an application for a joint construction
and operating permt. The Agency issued this
permit in February 2000. The conpany withdrew this

permt in April of 2000. On April 10, 2000, Ganna
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Construction under the name of Bartlett Bitum nous
submtted an application for a Joint Construction
and Operating Permit. The Agency sent the Notice
of Inconpleteness on May 5, 2000. Ganna withdrew
this application also in June of 2000. On June 26,
2000, Ganna submitted a new application for a Joint
Construction and Operating Pernmit. The Agency has
reviewed this application and, as Ji m Kohl eneyer
stated, that as proposed this project will conply
with all applicable regulations.

Besi des the state regulation, this
project is subject to federal standards known as
40 CFR 60, subpart A and |, established by United
States Environnmental Protection Agency. The
proposed project of Ganna will conply with this
regul ation. Pursuant to the Clean Air Act
Amendrment of 1990, USEPA is required to study
asphalt plant hazardous air pollutants, and that
the national em ssion standard for hazardous air
pol | utant known as NI SHA. Based upon the study of
USEPA, it's required to establish maxi mum
achi evabl e control technol ogy, also known as MACT
for hazardous air pollutant from asphalt plant.

After three years in the study, the elenment of the
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asphalt industry's profile and activities, the
initial recomendation is that the em ssions from
the asphalt plant have mnimal inpact on the health
and the el enent of such a standard known as MACT is
not necessary. |f USEPA decides to devel op such a
standard in the future, Ganna will have to conply
with this regul ation.

At present tine, in Cook County area
or, rather, Chicago area, there are three studies
goi ng on regarding the toxic air pollutants.

Nunber one, Prelimnary Study of Toxic Em ssions
fromO Hare Airport in Chicago sponsored by the
City of Park Ridge; Conmmunity Study for Hazardous
Assessnent in Cook County by USEPA, conducted by
Argonne National Lab; USEPA Air Toxics Risk
Assessnent of Urban Air Toxics to Ceneral Health
Ri sks i ncl udi ng Cook County.

In addition, as many of you know, upon
the request of the City of Lenont, the Agency has
installed three sanpling instrunments which will
take conti nuous sanples of ambient air for 24 hours
for every 12 days to neasure the approximtely 46
toxic chemicals. This nmonitoring study station is

| ocated at Lenont Hi gh School. The project wll
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continue until the end of Decenber 2000. The fina

report will be available sonmetinme in March of 2001.
Once the report is available, it will be revi ewed
by the Agency and the final conclusion will be

avail able to the public.

In addition to this, for the | ast
several years, Illinois EPA is operating an anbient
air nmonitoring instrument at 726 Houston Street in
Lenmont. This instrunment neasures sul fur dioxide,
ozone, and total particulates. The tota
particul ates nonitoring was discontinued in the
year 1997 because the level of particul ate
concentration in anbient air was considerably
| oner. Based on the data collected by these
nonitors, the |level of sulfur dioxide and ozone are
| ess than anbient air quality standard. What does
it mean? It neans that the quality of air is
better than the anbient air quality standards. The
standards are established by USEPA and adopted by
I1linois EPA. This concludes ny testinony.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you. [|'m
going to ask the representatives from Ganna to nake

their presentation now.
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MR. MACK: First of all, | would like to
thank the Illinois EPA. M name is Gary Mack. [|'m
a public affairs consultant to Ganna Construction
I live and work in Whodridge just up the road and
nei ghbor to Lenont over here.

Ganna would like to thank the Illinois
EPA and the residents of Lenmont who cane tonight
and spent your valuable tine to attend this public
hearing. |It's a very critical matter to many
peopl e, and we appreciate your attendance. Ganna
is al so keenly aware that there have been nany
signi ficant issues and concerns that the people of
Lemont have raised. That's why we are here
tonight, to respond to those issues, to do all that
we can to be good nei ghbors to you.

Anmong one of those issues and the one
that 1'mgoing to address right nowis the |ocation
of the asphalt plant specifically. | believe there
have been some unknown factors about this --
frankly, sonme m sconceptions, perhaps -- as to
where it is. As the EPA pointed out, it is not in
Lenont. It is adjacent to Lenmont in unincorporated
Cook County. We are also aware that the inpact of

truck traffic is another issue that has been raised



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

17
by the people of the Village of Lenont. And there
are sonme other msconceptions as is often the case
that we would like to tell you about in ternms of
the | ocation today.

And first of all, as to that, | want
to point out that on this map that we have here,
whi ch you are invited to cone up and see |later --
W will [eave themhere. | realize everyone can't
see this fromwhere you are. This location is
actually a relatively small location. [It's about
four acres of |and bordered on one side by the
Sanitary and Ship Canal, by Auburn Steel on the
west, by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad
tracks to the south. And it just kind of tapers
off to a point on New Industrial Drive over here.
It used to be a parcel of land that was contai ned
i n various conpani es that owned Auburn Steel. It
is imediately adjacent to the Sanitary and Ship
Canal, and that's a significant point that |'m
going to conme back to nonentarily.

On the other side of the railroad
tracks is the | & M Canal. Before you get to the
| & M Canal, those of you who are famliar with the

area know that there is a buffer zone of
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approximately 50 to 70 feet of trees and dense
foliage. On the other side of the canal is another
buffer of trees and foliage throughout rmuch of the
area conprised al ong the parcel

Next to that is an area of trees and
nat ural indigenous | andscapi ng about 75 feet wi de.
Contained within that is what | call a slag heap
an old landfill and slag pile, that has been there
for a nunber of -- many years frankly. Then we
have New Avenue. And there are sone scattered
resi dences on the other side of New Avenue that you
can see in this picture when you get up close.
Approximately the equivalent it |ooks as if about
four or five of these residences as they go al ong
this area. And the railroad tracks are -- The IC
tracks are also over here | might point out that
I'"msure you are aware the Metra trains and the
Amtrak trains utilize

One of the issues | nentioned was
truck traffic. W know that's a concern to sone of
you. This orange arrow i ndicates the direction
that the majority of the traffic would use exiting
the Ganna facility. You will note that it goes to

the west. Lenont is to the east, npbst of Lenont.
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This is | believe the northwesterly portion of the
village. Ganna will have an access road that goes
strai ght west out to New Street, crossing these
railroad tracks, and again go out to the west from
there. The majority of truck traffic will not even
be in Lenont.

| can point to this -- this map also a
little clearer for those of you who want to come up
afterward to see that the site is indicated in this
smal|l area, it's nmuch smaller -- you will have to
come up to see it -- and the route that this road
woul d take out into what is actually WII County
over here.

The issue of the proximty of the
Sanitary and Ship Canal is another inportant thing
to note | think as we ook at this piece of |and,
which frankly is very isolated. It's very snall.
Virtually everyone | have had out there to take a
| ook at the parcel of property has nmde the
comment, "You feel like you are in the m ddl e of
nowhere." Indeed, you can't see this parcel of
property pretty nmuch from anywhere in Lenont that
have been able to tell, nor can anyone in Lenont

see this parcel of property either. It is
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surrounded on these sides by these properties as |
have indicated. The canal, which runs over here,
carries barge traffic as you know.

(Audi ence out burst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Excuse ne.

Excuse ne a minute. The court reporter is not
going to be able to get shouts fromthe audi ence.
It will only be disruptive. Everybody will have a
chance to talk. Please give himhis chance to
speak.

MR, MACK: Thank you. The barge traffic is
significant because there will be no inbound trucks
according to the master plan for Ganna. Barges
will be used to bring in raw material. And just to
put it in perspective to show how |arge a barge is,
one barge equal s approximately 75 truck | oads of
raw material, which translates into 150 round trips
internms of incomng material. Sonething that is
not the case, as you well know, with the asphalt
facility that currently is within the corporate
l[imts of Lenont.

So there is significant buffer on both
sides of this, railroad tracks on both sides, and a

nunber of other things. | would like to actually
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show you the parcel of land right now because
everyone can't go out there and take a look at it.

(Vi deo playing:)

MR. MACK: This is a very brief picture
that's going to show | ooki ng westbound right now as
the canera is panning to the south. You would
actual ly be | ooking now across that entire buffer
zone, and this would al so be the area where truck
traffic would be exiting to the west. That's the
canal on your immediate right. You can see a
coupl e of barges | ocated over there. Again, this
pan indi cates Auburn Steel. You see that to the
west of the site, as the camera noves again slowy
across to where the residences woul d be about a
quarter of a mle across all those areas that |
descri bed.

The piece of property right nowis in
a state of great untidiness as you can clearly see
fromthis. There is a lot of debris. It's
overgrown. |t was used at various tinmes by other
conpani es who had used this parcel before. There
is debris and trees Ganna has already attenpted to
cl ean up sone of that property and to nmake sure

that the site is renediated. There is even an old
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railroad car that was on the site, a truck weigh
scal e, and sone other facilities. So | think this
again testifies sonewhat to the renoteness of this
| ocation and where it is.

Now, after this we are going to show a
very brief video of the -- | think that's enough
of this pretty much.

(Vi deo ended.)

MR MACK: We are going to show a very
brief video. And M. Desai fromthe EPA touched on
this briefly or M. Kohleneyer, |I'msorry, talKking
about the operation of an asphalt facility. |
t hi nk many of us have the notion and the
connot ation of what an asphalt plant was nmany years
ago. | certainly do | know fromones that | had
seen, old |ow technol ogy plants that really should
not be confused with nodern facilities that are
built today. These are pictures of snoke bel ching,
snmelly, noisy factories. And in truth they are not
like that anynore. And this one proposed by Ganna,
as you will see in the video, because it is
specific to what we are going to be tal ki ng about
is state-of-the-art in every sense of the word. A

very clean, very quiet, and very environmentally
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friendly in every sense of the word. And it is
state-of-the-art as | say.

| also think it's interesting to note
for those of you who aren't familiar with things
like this that right now as we stand here in
met ropol i tan Chicago, this is not that uncomon a
thing. There are nore than 50 asphalt plants
operating within the area including right next to
the Chicago Ridge mall. For instance, if those of
you are there, you can see a plant imediately
behind it. There are also asphalt plants | ocated
in places |ike Naperville and Skokie and
Li ncol nshire and some other suburbs that | think
sonme people mght attach high-tier connotations to.

In fact, those, |like the one we are
tal ki ng about here, nmany of them are very cl ean.
They are very nonpolluting. But this one
enphasi ze again is truly state-of-the-art in terns
of what Ganna is putting out here with the highest
exacting environmental standards. And it will keep
those, as you heard fromthe EPA, it nust keep
those ki nds of standards. Mdre stringent, indeed,
than what California has even had. And | think

everyone recogni zes that California has probably
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t he hi ghest environnmental standards of anyplace in
the country. This would be significantly bel ow any
of the standards or higher, | should say, than any
of the standards California has.

I would also like to point out that
there is alimted finite pie for the anount of
asphalt that nmetropolitan Chicago uses every day.
There is demand for this product. There is an
asphalt plant within Lenont, as |I'm sure nost of
you know. |If this plant doesn't get built, the
other plant is probably going to produce a |lot nore
asphal t.

And with that, | think we are going to
take a |l ook briefly at this video and what this
particul ar plant would | ook IiKke.

(Vi deo playing:)

NARRATOR: Asphalt paving has changed on
the road and in the plant that produces the hot m x
asphalt. The plant planned for your community uses
Astec I ndustry's patented doubl e-barrel technol ogy
for clean, efficient asphalt production. The
doubl e barrel can use up to 50 percent recycled
material. Any funes for m xing are captured

internally and fed back to the burner and consuned.
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Maki ng hot m x asphalt is a process
fundamentally friendly to the environnent and
doesn't involve chemical reactions, refining or
distilling. Dry aggregate is sinply mxed with
asphalt, a natural substance which binds the
aggr egat e toget her.

Here's how it works: Stone aggregate
enters the rotating drumat this end and is heated
and dried as it noves down toward the burner. Wen
the aggregate reaches the far end, it falls into
the stationary outer drum where recycled naterials
are added and mixed with |iquid asphalt and nove
back up the drum

Any funes are captured and fed into
the burner to be elimnated. Exhaust fromthe
doubl e barrel is filtered through a bag house.

Ast ec bag houses exceed EPA standards, often
reducing em ssions to |l ess than one fourth of the
federal EPA required level. The exhaust from a bag
house stack is typically crystal clear. Exhaust
fromthe double barrel is fed into a cyclone
separator for renoval of |large dust particles, then
forced through filters which are | ong bags of

aeromid fiber. Dust is collected on the surface of
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the bags and cl ean exhaust passes through. The
filtering is nore than 99.9 percent efficient.

Dust is periodically renoved fromthe bags and fed
back into the m xi ng chanber and added to the
paving material so there is virtually no waste.
MALE VO CE: Here in California we have the
nost stringent air pollution regulations anywhere
in the country. The South Coast Air Quality
Managenent District in which this Astec facility is
| ocated sets very strict em ssion standards for
producers of hot nmix asphalt. They require that
air pollution in the area be reduced year after
year. Astec neets or exceeds these em ssion
standards. | know if it's an Astec plant com ng
into the community we are not going to have any
probl enms getting it pernmitted because Astec builds
in environmental conpliance fromthe start.
NARRATOR: This is Astec's relocatable
pl ant, which is the kind of facility planned for
your comunity. This nodern, high-performance
plant is very efficient and produces high quality
paving material so it hel ps reduce paving costs and
i mprove road surface quality.

What inpact on air quality can your
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community expect when the new asphalt plant is in
operation? Very little. The plant proposed for
your comunity will use Astec's blue snoke
col l ection technol ogy to prevent snoke from
escapi ng when asphalt is transferred fromthe n xer
into storage. Blue snoke is actually a haze of
petrol eum dropl ets which can escape when the
conveyor fromthe m xer drops hot mx asphalt into
a storage bin. Astec's blue snoke collection
system captures the blue snoke preventing its
rel ease into the atnosphere. A fan pulls the
captured droplets back to the double barrel where
they are burned with the fuel. The result is
extrenely effective. Virtually no blue snoke
escapes into the air

(Vi deo ended.)

MR. RECTOR: Good evening. M name is De
Rector. I'man environnmental engineer with NTH
Consultants. NTH assisted Ganna in preparing the
permt application which is under review tonight.
As you can see fromthis video, Ganna has proposed
a very nodern plant, the nost nodern of plants
avail able. The bag house collector, as you can

see, is quite large size. |It's over 50 feet |ong,
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al nost 60 feet |ong.

Ganna has a guarantee from the vendor
that it will nmeet emission limts one half of the
federal standards. The |ikely em ssions are going
to be a quarter of the federal standard. This is a
pl ant that controls the volatile organic conpounds,
as you can see in that blue snoke control pipe by
burning these in the burner. This is the |atest
and best technol ogy.

For some of you that have revi ewed our
permt application and | ooked at the em ssion
estimtes that we made, we used USEPA factors for
uncontrolled plants. And so the enmissions will be
substantially below this. The EPA recogni zes that
this type of counterflow plant produces |ess
em ssions, but there is not a |ot of technical data
on exactly what it is.

Based on my experience -- And that
experience includes 33 years in environmental
protection, 25 of which was with the Commi ssi on of
Environnental Quality as a regulator. | used to be
the chief of the air quality division for five
years. | headed up all the environnmental prograns

in Mchigan. |It's with that experience it's ny
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belief that Ganna with these design paraneters and
t he conprehensive fusion dust control programthat
M. Kohl eneyer referred to when they inplenent that
that this plant will not have any significant
i mpact on air quality in this comunity. Thank
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Before we go to
t he audi ence, | wonder if somebody from Ganna can
answer a question | have just for ny edification.
This plant apparently is not in the nunicipa
boundary of Lenont but out in the unincorporated
area of the county. Ws there any siting required
according to the zoning prior to, or is there any
siting required before the plant can be
constructed?

MR, RECTOR: What do you nean by siting?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: A | ot of
facilities because of |ocal zoning have to go
before a | ocal zoning board, something like that.

MR, RECTOR: This property is zoned for
heavy industrial use, and this is consistent with
the zoning that exists.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you nuch.

We are going to go to the public now
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And | understand there are a number of el ected
officials that wish to neke a joint presentation.
I don't have -- |I'mnot sure which ones they are.
So if they will all conme forward to the m ke and
state their nanes for the record and begin their
presentati on.

MAYOR KWASNESKI : Good evening. |'m
Mayor Ri ck Kwasneski of the Village of Lenont, and
we are going to be making a joint presentation on
behal f of the village and the township this
evening. First of all, |I would Iike to thank the
| EPA for conducting the hearing. Thank you to
Di rector Skinner for going ahead and schedul i ng
this.

Al so, thank you to all the residents
who are here today because | think that's what
makes a difference in a community to nmake sure that
your voice is known and to continue on to nake sure
that you do get witten conmments in to the | EPA
And we will get information out to everyone on
where to wite because that's very inportant as
wel | .

Al so, a special thanks goes out to

Linda Matthews and Any Kelly for really bringing
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everyone here tonight. Let's give thema round of
appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR KWASNESKI : The Vill age of Lenont
and the township has jointly worked together to
hire an environnental attorney and al so an
environnental consultant. | would |like to have our
envi ronnental attorney come up and say a few words
at this point. H's nane is M ke Mher

M ke.

MR, MAHER. My nane is M ke Mher

M. Hearing Oficer, gentlenmen fromthe |EPA,
M. Mayor, |adies and gentlenen. Hello.
I was asked to help the comunity of

Lenont because ny background is that of an

envi ronnental prosecutor for the Illinois Attorney
General's office. | had the pleasure to serve as
counsel to the Chairman of the Illinois Pollution

Control Board, which is the state agency that if
this permt got appealed it gets appealed to the
I1linois Pollution Control Board. For ten years |
have taught at one of the l[ocal Chicago |aw schools
in the environnmental |aw section, and | amthe

chair of the environnental regulatory group at ny
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law firm So |'m supposed to know sonet hi ng about
what |'mtal king about here.

Now, one thing | want to make cl ear
for those of you who are not used to this, the
bottomline is this: The reason you are having
this hearing is the requirenments of the
Envi ronmental Protection Act and the Illinois
Admi ni strative Procedure Act. Because of those
requi renents, each and every single one of you has
aright to offer oral and witten testinmony and
corment. And let ne tell you what | nean by that.
When | was wal king in, there was a | ady who was
wal ki ng past the front desk and soneone said to
her, "Do you want to fill out one of these forns

and of fer comment ?"

She said, "No. | just want to go in
and say no." M am | don't even recognize you in
the audience. | amtelling you now that your

participation is not being recorded if you don't
step up and say how you feel about this permt.

You need to either offer oral testinony -- And
everybody who offers oral testinmony needs to submt
witten comments to Illinois EPA because the

requi renents of the Administrative Procedure Act
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are such that the EPA needs to respond to those
comments. |If you want to participate in the
process and you are sitting in the back and you
think you are participating in the process, you are
not. You need to step up and you need to be heard.
You need to nake an oral comrent, and you need to
submit witten conments.

Now, the reason why | was asked by the
city to participate was with regard to the permt.
That's the reason why we are all here tonight.

This draft pernmit as prepared by Illinois EPA would
allow Ganna to emt al nbst 99 tons of pollutants
into the air in one year's time. 60 tons of carbon
nonoxi de, 12 tons of nitrogen oxides, a ton a nonth
of particulate matter, sone volatile organic
materials of a ton a nonth, and over a ton of

sul fur dioxide. The bottomline is that this
facility will cause air inpacts on people who are
downwi nd.

And if you look all the way to ny |eft
here, your right, there is a map down here that
identifies the Ganna facility and identifies the
prevailing winds. And when you | ook at those

believe they are blue-colored dots, you will see
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that those are schools, that's a hospital, that's
an old fol ks hone. Those are facilities of
i ndi vi dual s who are what are deened particularly
suscepti bl e nenbers of the popul ati on who are
within a mle and a half of this facility.

Now, the bottomline is --
(Appl ause.)

MR. MAHER:  Special thanks to the Mayor's
peopl e who put that together for ne.

The real question here is whether
Ganna's air pollution stream when seen in
conbi nati on with the existing background levels is
injurious to public health or the environnent.
It's not just the four corners of Ganna's permt
application. It is what is the background to begin
with, and what is the inpact of Ganna in addition
to that background.

(Appl ause.)

MR, MAHER: | am not nmaking this up. The
[I'linois Environnental Protection Act defines air
pollution as a single source or a source when
viewed in conbination with other sources will cause
an adverse inmpact on hunman health and the

environnent. That's not M ke Maher's | anguage.
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That is the |anguage in the Environnental
Protection Act, and that is the issue that the city
is reviewing in terms of Ganna's application
(Appl ause.)

MR. MAHER: Now, based on that criteria,
the city since | have been involved has identified
and contacted an air engineering firm has
identified a toxicologist and a pul nonol ogi st.

What the city is proposing to do is to calculate
and deternm ne what is the background | evels of air
contam nation in the downtown and in those
residential areas and cal culate and identify
exactly what is the inpact of Ganna within that
mle and mle and a half stream of people who can
expect to be affected directly and i mediately as a
result of Ganna's activities.

The city has committed to hiring a
consultant. The city is comritted to the
toxicologist. The city is conmtted to the
pul monol ogi st who will say children, elderly,
peopl e who are in hospitals, are deened a
particul arly susceptible population and will have
significant inpacts as a result of a ton a nonth of

air pollutants emtted into that mle and nmile and
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a hal f area.
(Appl ause.)

MR. MAHER: Now, that's the good news. The
bad news is this -- And we got sone personal good
news by M. Seltzer's requesting a partia
ext ension of the decision deadline. W are hard at
work at this. W are not going to get the study
conpl eted, the evaluation done by the toxicol ogist
and t he pul nonol ogi st, by the original subm ssion
deadline fromIllinois EPA of Novenmber 12. | have
talked to the consultants. | have talked to those
folks. W can't get it done before Decenber 15.
Decenber 15 is after the date that M. Seltzer has
just identified as a decision deadline -- or the
deadl i ne for submission of witten information.

Now, since Ganna was kind enough to
extend the statutory decision deadline by 30 days,
I would ask the hearing officer for an extension of
the deadline to submit witten comments. |[|f you
extended it to Decenmber 20, it would still give
II'linois EPA over a nonth to review the comrents
and woul d put you in a position where you have the
benefit of the evaluation and the study that the

city is doing with regard to the background | evels
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and the addition of Ganna's contam nant |oad wthin
t hat stream

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Counsel, | just
spoke with our engineer. And what happens in cases
like this is we have to review every coment that
comes in. In this case, we are going to get a | ot
of witten comments. And our engineers don't fee
that if we extended the tinme any further it would
give them adequate tinme to review all the comments
before they have to nmake their decision. And they
feel that the date we set now as the final coment
date is as far as they can go because --

(Audi ence outburst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: -- because they
will need the rest of that tine in order to make
t hei r deci sion.

MR. MAHER: | understand. Now -- One
second, please. There is a solution to that,

M. Seltzer, as you identified earlier. Ganna has
within their power the authority to extend the
deci si on deadline by another 30 days. That would
all ow you the additional tinme that you need to

review the information that we will submt.
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(Appl ause.)

MR, MAHER: So | guess | would ask Ganna if
they would be willing to extend the decision
deadl i ne by another 30 days so that the Illinois
EPA woul d have the benefit of the city's background
study and eval uation of the contam nant stream

(Di scussion outside the record.)

MR. MAHER: Counsel is right, the request
has to conme fromthe Illinois EPA. So what | would
ask you, M. Seltzer, if you would request of Ganna
that they woul d extend the decision not by the
30 days they have already agreed to but by an
additional 30 or a total of 60. That would allow
you to be in a position to get the additional data
fromthe evaluation of the study that the city is
doi ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Well, first of
all, it's your request. The request does not have
to come fromthe Agency. The request can cone from
anybody. You are nmaking the request.

(Audi ence out burst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Ganna will have

to respond if they wish to at this tine.

MR. MAYNARD: We will take that under
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advi sement. Make no conmitnent at this tine.
(Audi ence outburst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Fol ks, what we
will do is Ganna will take it under advi senent they
said. If, in fact, additional tinme is allowed, we
will send out a notice to everybody here.

(Audi ence outburst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Fol ks, can | get
a word in here. What | was trying to -- \What |
was saying was if, in fact, Ganna extends the
statutory deadline for the Agency we will extend
the comrent period and send everybody here a notice
of that extension.

(Audi ence outburst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Fol ks, can we
pl ease go on with this hearing.

(Audi ence out burst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: You want to
adj ourn the hearing?

(Audi ence outburst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Shoul d we adjourn
the hearing and that's it?

(Audi ence outburst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: There is a
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process, and we are trying to do that process.
Now, everybody will have a chance to nmake conments
and speak. But everybody will have a chance.
(Audi ence out burst.)

MR, MAHER: Ganna, will you extend the

deadline from 30 days to 60 additional days?
(Audi ence outburst.)

MR. MAHER: M. Hearing Oficer, the
probl em that we have on behalf of the city is the
informati on that we would like to submt won't be
done in tinme to acconmmodate the subm ssion deadline
that you have told us. W want to have a conplete
record. W want to have all of the necessary
information so that the permt analysts can nake an
evaluation with all of the information.

You have told ne or you have told al
of us that you believe you need 30 additional days.
That neans as a practical matter our report is not
going to be conpl eted, which neans the record is
not going to be conplete. So | ask of you that if
Ganna won't extend the decision deadline will you
reconsi der your determination not to extend the
subm ssion deadline at least with regard to the

city study so that the city can submt that
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i nformati on?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: You nean extend
the comrent period? |If we extend the coment
period, | amtold that we will have an insufficient
exam nation of the record. 1s that what you are
asking for?

MR. MAHER: No, sir, not at all. | guess
can you extend the comment period just for
subm ssion of the city's study and eval uati on but
accept all the general comments fromthe public --

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Wen will that
be?

MR, MAHER: Qur consultants are telling us
we won't have the data until Decenber 15. We think
we can get it in your hands by Decenber 20.

(Audi ence out burst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: | have seen these
type of reports, and they are very volum nous. |
have no problem wi th extendi ng the comment period
for this one report, but | can't speak for our
engineers. |If they can't do a thorough review
within that time period, they can't do a thorough

revi ew.
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(Audi ence outburst.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Do you have any
know edge of what's coming in in these reports?

MR. MAHER  Yes, sir. It will be an
eval uati on of the background concentrations for a
nunber of paraneters and a determ nation of
the load and the inpact from Ganna's permtted
di scharges and permitted enissions within the area
that we have identified on that map over there.
It's not conplex. |It's not volumnous. It's
sinmply going to be background i nformation plus
Ganna's addition into the airstream

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: If that's what it
is, and then you are asking for an extension for
the -- It's the city's report, is that correct?

MR. MAHER: That's correct. The city and
t he townshi p.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: The city and
townshi p's report until what date?

MR. MAHER: Until Decenber 20.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Okay. We will
grant that.

(Appl ause.)

MR, MAHER: That concludes mny renarks.
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Thank you, M. Mayor.
(Appl ause.)

MR. MAHER: All you folks in the back, you
are enjoying yourself being heard verbally. You
need to know that what you are saying is not on the
record. You need to cone down here. You need to
fill out one of these forms so that you have a
right to testify so that your comrents, whether
they be positive or negative in this matter, are
part of the administrative record and becone part
of |aw eventually, however this gets decided.

Thank you very much.
(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Do you have nore
el ected officials who are going to cone forward?

MAYOR KWASNESKI: Yes. Yes. Just to kind
of go through sonme of ny summary. And | don't know
i f anybody feels any nore confortable after seeing
the Ganna video or not, it didn't nake me feel nore
conf ortabl e.

Earlier this year the village board
formal |y adopted a vision statenent or a mi ssion
statement. A general nission statenent tries to

encapsul ate the vision and focus on the
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organi zation. Qur vision statement or m ssion
statement is as follows: The Village of Lenont is
dedi cated to pronoting and preserving the character
of our comunity and ensuring a high quality of
life through professional public service provided
in a friendly, consistent and fiscally responsible
manner, enphasizing the best interest of the
comunity as a whol e.

| believe and the current board and
previ ous boards woul d probably agree that a new
proposed asphalt plant threatens the ability as us
as conmunity leaders to fulfill the mission for our
resi dents and our comunity.
(Appl ause.)

MAYOR KWASNESKI : Al though, this facility
is not in the corporate limts of Lenont, we
believe we are one fromthe standpoint of the
township and the village residents. The Village of
Lenont is dedicated to pronoting and preserving the
character of our community. Qur historic downtown
is a tourist destination. To preserve its historic
heritage, the village has comitted many resources.
We are in the process of revitalizing our downtown

area. Lenont has undertaken projects to inprove
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the historic downtown area as well. Revitalization
of the downtown is exenplified by the success of
the quai nt shops and restaurants with sidewal k
cafes that have chosen Lenont to be their |ocation
I can't inmmgine an additional anount of trucks
goi ng through downtown Lenont when you are sitting
t here havi ng a cappucci no.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR KWASNESKI : Lenont is one of the
conmunities within the I & M Canal Nationa
Heritage Corridor. This facility is going to be
| ocated within 1,000 feet of that National Heritage
Corridor. Qur board is considering and it's
actually comng up in the next neeting in
establishing a historic district. W take great
pride in the history of Lenobnt. Lenont continues
to successfully bring tourismto Lenont. W
beli eve that another asphalt plant and additiona
truck traffic will not allow us to continue to do
t hat .

The village is actively and
aggressively participating i n downt own
revitalization as we said. W have already

expended over $1 million in refurbishing our
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village hall, $3.5 nillion in the reconstruction
and streetscape of Main Street, a nmllion two in
reconstruction of the streetscape and also the
streets and roads on Canal Street, $100,000 to
purchase a vacant parcel in order to get that back
on the tax rolls and productive, and over the past
five years have extended over $100,000 in grants to
| ocal property owners and busi ness owners in the
downt own. And that doesn't even include the
private investnent of all of our downtown
busi nesses, who are trying to do their very best.
And | don't believe that this would really help
themin their efforts.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR KWASNESKI : The Village of Lenont is
dedi cated to ensuring a high quality of life.
There is a reason why so many people are here
toni ght, because the people of Lenont have great
pri de and hi gh expectations for their conmunity.
As the home of the Advil Western Open, filmng
sites of numerous notion pictures and filns, Lenont
has a presence that reaches beyond our hilly and
tree-lined streets. Lenont has diverse

nei ghbor hoods with distinctive character and a high
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quality of life. Wiy do people want to nove here?
Si nply because it's a great place to raise a
famly. And, obviously, you see that by the people
here tonight.

(Appl ause.).

MAYOR KWASNESKI : Recreationa
opportunities in the valley are plentiful with
literally thousands of acres of adjacent forest
preserve, wildlife areas, golf courses, bike
trails, and |ocal parks. The village has sought
and will continue to try to provide recreational
opportunities in the historic I & M Canal Corridor
the I & M Canal Recreational Trail, three mles of
bi ke path along scenic waterway. It just so
happens that this is | ocated very close to the
proposed Ganna plant. W are in the process of
siting nunerous businesses that are along the
I & MCanal to clean that area up

General Fry's Landing, the historic
downt own | ocation that now serves as a site for
many special events, outdoor concerts and
festivals, our local farmers nmarket and is a
general comunity neeting place, is just downw nd

fromthis facility. Lenont is proud of its
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excel l ent schools, some as close as one mle to the
proposed plant. And our public library also is
within a one mle. Part of maintaining and raising
our high quality of Iife is providing a
prof essi onal public service. Qur organization has
wor ked with a nunmber of agencies to stress a desire
to maintain and raise the quality of life in our
conmunity. W are currently working with
gover nment al agenci es such as Lenont Township, the
MARD, Cook County, and the |EPA, to ensure our
vision of this area -- that this area is
conmuni cati ng.

We have been engaged with Cook County
and MARD t o downzone the Des Pl aines River Valley
that will be consistent with our vision, one of
[imted industrial uses and nore of residential and
recreational uses. To date, these discussions have
gone well. They will continue. | hope the EPA
Wi ll assist us in helping in this process. The
village has recently been awarded a grant in the
sum of $200, 000 for a phase 2 study fromthe
IIlinois EPA to analyze the remediation plan for
the MARD property fornmerly known as the Tri-Centra

Marine Terminal. |f you remenber the white tank
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farmthat turn rusted, we worked with the MARD, got
those tanks torn down. Now we are in the process
of going through an environmental cleanup on it,
and this site is not nmore than a quarter mle west
of it. | don't think that fits what we want to
have in that area

(Appl ause.)
MAYOR KWASNESKI : Lenont has worked with
Cook County to provide, devel op, pronote senior
housi ng -- the new Lenont seni or housing
devel opnent within downtown. This site is within
1.25 mles downwi nd of this facility. W again
don't think this would be good for the senior
citizens that are noving into those new hones.
(Appl ause.).
MAYOR KWASNESKI : Just to kind of concl ude,
I think a couple of questions. | think the
deci sion that you have before you, the Illinois
EPA, is really to decide whether or not the
approving of these permts neets your m ssion of
saf eguardi ng the environnmental quality consistent
with the social and econonic needs of the state as
to protect, health, welfare, property, and quality

of life, which is actually your mi ssion statenent.
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As it stands right now, | see no
alternative for the | EPA other than to deny this
permit. There are nmany issues that still need to
be addressed at various |evels, which don't include
envi ronnental issues, particularly ones with the
county. Prior to nmaking your decision, | would ask
you respond to the followi ng questions to the
village: Does this application address expected
noi se levels to be generated at both the plant
site, with respect to the residential zoning
directly south of the proposed plant, and in
particular in relative |location in respect to the
Nati onal Heritage Corridor. Naturally, any noise
pol lution study would include all aspects of the
proposed plant to include all plant operations
i ncom ng and outgoing trucks delivering raw
materials as well as offloading asphalt and any
ot her equi pnent and any al arns.

The second question would be does the
applicant -- Does the application address what
odor nitigation plan, if any, the devel opers have
proposed for their asphalt plant?

Does the application address if the

residents and users in our I & M Canal trail being
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i medi ately inpacted by these odors resulting from
the production of asphalt?

Does the draft permt -- The draft
permt states that potential asphalt production
coul d be 220,000 tons. And | realize some of that
m ght have changed. |'mnot a technical person
but this equates to 20,000 sem | oads per nonth of
raw and finished material. Now, we have heard that
it is going to be barged in and offl oaded. The
site is about four acres. W don't have a site
plan. W have got a drawing. |'m not sure what
Cook County has. These are all the answers that
are still unknowns. And | think before the |IEPA
shoul d issue a permit, | think they should | ook at
whet her or not the asphalt plant could actually be
in production on a four-acre site.

Does the application address the
traffic inpacts? Again, | think they said that,
obvi ously, these trucks are going to be goi ng west
on New Avenue. But, you know what, |'d believe
that after |1've seen it.

(Appl ause.)
MAYOR KWASNESKI : The next point is does

the application address the nobil e sources of
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and fromthe additional industrial users that are

along in this area. | would strongly urge the | EPA

to extend the deadline to the subnission date to
the 20th, and | gratefully acknow edge you doi ng
that today. W definitely appreciate that.

If objectives are to produce sound
environnental deci sions that are conducive to
envi ronnental progress and to strengthen the

governnmental framework of environmental protection

in Illinois, then your answer regarding this permt

is an easy decision. That's no.
(Appl ause.)

MAYOR KWASNESKI: At this point | would
like to introduce our Lenobnt Townshi p Supervi sor
M. Robert Porter.

MR, PORTER: It's always interesting
following an expert in |aw and the nayor because
everyt hing gets chewed up very quickly. | would
like to point out that the gentlenmen to ny right
are not necessarily the bad guys. They are here
fromthe I EPA as a hearing process. And they are
part of the group that nmakes the decision process.

So please in your venting, obviously, renmenber
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these people are not here for gain or profit. They
are here to do underneath sone very tough
regul ati ons, and we salute you here for the work
you are doi ng here tonight.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, PORTER: As the mayor indicated, the
township and the village have been working closely
to try and get this issue to a point that is
acceptable to all of us and nmaybe it's not in
acceptance and, of course, in the best interest of
Ganna. However, this is a conplicated issue with a
| ot of sophisticated facts and data. |1'mthe first
to say that | know a | ot about sw nm ng pools, but
I don't know anything about particulate matter to
any great degree.

But | do know about the people in this
town. | do know that we have residents living
within 1,000 feet of this proposed plant. These
are for the nost part elderly residents who ask
nothing but to live their days out and join their
maker in their honmes they are at, and | think we
should try our best to provide that for those

peopl e.
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(Appl ause.)
MR, PORTER: | echo the Mayor's comrent.
When | see the trucks, | will believe it. But even

if we have the barge industry supplying the
aggregate, that's assum ng that they have a | oading
privilege on that dock line -- And I'mnot sure
that that is an exact fact. So if we don't |oad
fromthe barge or sonething fails, the aggregate
the supply, will have to cone from ot her sources,
which is not airborne dropped. Parachutes don't
work. It's going to be trucks and flunes and dust
com ng through town.

The last issue that | really want to
push is this is a conplicated issue. W are
going -- W have hired and we think we have hired
some very good people to represent Lenont and get
the facts and make sure the EPA can make the best
deci sion possible with the facts, ma'am and just
the facts. But one of the seniors up at the
townshi p I unch program probably described it the
easiest for nme yesterday. And he cane up and said,
"Bob, | don't understand this particulate matter"
because | was trying to explain this to sonme of

t hem
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And | said, "Well, maybe | don't
either totally."

He says, "But let nme see if | can
guess because | have the old math at O d Central”
he was tal king about. He said, "If | have 65 tons
of flume dust com ng out sonmewhere that they are
allowed to release," -- and we have heard toni ght
that can even be larger -- he says, "that's 130, 000
pounds. Right, Bob?"

| said, "Yeah. 2,000 pounds a ton,

t hat kind of works out."

He says, "My Ford Taurus wei ghs 3300
pounds. Does that nean that we have 48 Ford
Tauruses flying out and | anding on houses in
Lenont ?"

(Appl ause.)

MR. PORTER So | don't have an answer for
hi m because you equi vocate that in tonnage and
pounds, | guess we are going to get a |lot of Fords
com ng down. Hopefully, they won't have wil derness
tires on them

But as | said, |I'mwapping up. W
have experts that will help the EPA try to reach

this decision. The Lenont Townshi p board again
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| ast night, second, if not third, tine reinstated
by motion that we are totally opposed to this
Ganna, not-for-profit, not-for-gain, but for the
quality of life of the residents of our comunity.

(Appl ause.)
MR, PORTER: And we are asking that the
| EPA, and the Governor's office, and all the state
officials, that we are asking the human factor be
the prime consideration here; that the quality of
life of our residents is nost inportant in our
opi nion. And the approval of this permt brings
negative inpact to our comunity. And as it's been
said by sone little guy about three feet tall, it's
time to say enough. Thank you.
M. Mayor.
(Appl ause.)
MAYOR KWASNESKI :  Next | would like to
i ntroduce our State Representative Ji m Meyer.
MR, MEYER. Hello, Lenont. Thank you,
Mayor, for the introduction.
VWhat | would Iike to do to start off
is to kind of put in perspective how | have been
involved with it. And I'm al so speaking for

Senator Kirk Dillard who couldn't be here this
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evening to join us but is very interested in this
issue. And Kirk and | have spent tine discussing
it. We have had a joint effort in approaching the
state and requesting this hearing. And,
fortunately, we have been successful. Wat | would
like to do is to read you a couple of letters that
I have here and as a part of ny testinony and then
go on fromthere.

On April 19, | was contacted in ny
of fice by constituents from Lenont, several of
them And they asked that my office be involved in
this issue. And | right away said | would be.
Because | believe that the quality of life in
Lenont is extrenely high, and we have an obligation
not to do anything to damage that quality of life.
And so that day, April 19, | wote a letter to
M. Thomas Ski nner, Director of the Environnmenta
Protection Agency. "The purpose of this letter is
to request on behalf of ny constituents in Lenont
that the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
conduct a conprehensive hearing prior to issuing
t he construction permt to build an asphalt
production plant in Lenont as requested by Ganna

Constructi on.
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"My office has received a nunber of
requests from Lenont residents that this hearing be
held. In addition to any other issues, | am
requesti ng an | EPA hearing address the follow ng
specific issues: No. 1, the effect of noise
pollution on the existing residential and business
environnent. No. 2, the potential inpact of plant
em ssions on clean air standards. No. 3, the
potential inpact of dust em ssions caused by
addi ti onal heavy-wei ght truck traffic on Lenont
streets and roads due to the high usage of this
plant. No. 4, the aesthetic inpact of this
proposed plant construction on the historic
downt own Lenont business district. Ensuring the
public's life safety and protecting the property
val ues of Lenont nust be given priority.”

And in response to that, | received a
letter fromDirector Skinner and portions of it
read as follows: "This letter responds to your
request for a discretionary hearing relative to the
construction of an asphalt plant proposed by Ganna
Construction in Decenber of 1999. GCenerally public
hearings are not required prior to rendering

permtting decisions on matters such as these.
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Notwi thstanding, it is within the Illinois EPA s
di scretion to conduct a hearing.

"G ven the significant public interest
of the proposed |location and activity, | have
decided to hold a public hearing prior to any fina
action on the construction pernmt application.

This hearing will afford interested persons an
opportunity to comment on and inquire into the
pendi ng permt application and Illinois EPA s
proposed permtting decision

"The Illinois EPA will provide the
publ i ¢ advance general notice of the tinme and
| ocation of the hearing. As a public official, the
Il1linois EPA also will provide your office with
personal notice on the tine and | ocation of the
heari ng.

"As a final note, the public concern
inthis matter as recently expressed to the
I1linois EPA may in part relate to issues such as
zoni ng, over which the Illinois EPA has no
jurisdiction and cannot be considered in rendering
Agency decisions. As such, | encourage you to
address these concerns on a |local basis."

Well, | understand that point. But at



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

60
the sane time | firmy believe that we should be
i nvolved with the zoning issues. And it was ny
pl easure to along with the mayor and comunity
resi dents appear before the Chicago -- the Cook
County Zoning Board of Appeals earlier this year at
which tine we di scussed sone of the zoning issues.
I do believe that everything nust be | ooked at from
time to tinme and in a new light, not just because
zoni ng was given 20 or 30 or even 50 or 60 years
ago, it doesn't necessarily hold true now

(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYER Similarly, |I also believe and
woul d express my belief to the hearing commttee
toni ght that we cannot | ook at one specific point
intinme. W cannot |ook at one specific piece of
ground. We cannot | ook at one specific devel opnent
or a facility that will produce asphalt as standing
al one because it doesn't.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYER: There are other people
here. There are other people already here. There
are other emissions. There is other traffic.

There are |ife safety issues with residents here.

Al'l of these things have to be considered. And so
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| very nmuch believe that we need to | ook at the

noi se pollution and how it exists, existing

resi dential and our business district. Because
peopl e have to have a quality of life, and that
quality of Iife is just as neasurable as anything
that you punp into the air. And | would --

(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYER And | believe that noise
pollution is just as -- just as bad on the human
body as other things are that you breathe.

| also believe that when we do that
noi se study that we need to take into account the
noi se of the physical plant, the hours of
operation. You know, the state issues that permt,
but it doesn't put a stop on the hours of the
operation. And so what is being decided here
t hrough this hearing process could actually end up
havi ng a greater inpact than what we m ght normally
assess. Because if that plant is operating at 6:00
in the norning or at 10:30 at night, that is
i mpacting on the quality of life here. It's
i mpacting on famlies. [It's inpacting on the Kkids
that are going to go to school, people that have to

get up in the norning to go to work, to raise an
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income to support their famly. All those things
need to be considered. And unfortunately, the | EPA
cannot state what hours of operation they would be.

A nunber of things go into the
operation of that plant besides just the sound that
the machine there makes. W also have all the
sound that the truck traffic makes, the barge, if
that's what they are going to use, all the
equi pment associated with it. Wenever trucks back
up now they have these beepers. Well, at 2:00 in
the norning | don't think that anybody wants to be
woken up by beep, beep, beep as a truck backs up

(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYER: | heard this evening that Ganna
has the manufacturer's guarantee that the em ssions
that are produced by this plant will be a quarter
of what the state allows. But nmy question is that
even if it is a quarter what happens if over the
course of time the plant wears and that facility
gai ns age and now all of a sudden we are pushing up
towards the upper acceptable limts, because that
wi Il have an inpact on the environnent, too. And
that upper acceptable Iimt will be part of the

concentration of all the different parcels of |and
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and what they are producing, too.
(Appl ause.)

MR MEYER: We talked a little bit about
the snell comng froma plant. Well, any facility
has some type of odor that it emts. W have good
odors such as good restaurants in our conmunity
here. They enit things that nmake you hungry. But
just upwi nd fromthat or just downw nd we don't
need to have this plant spewi ng out tar snelling
things and coming up into our business district
where we are trying to run businesses that cater to
peopl e havi ng di nners and things.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Excuse me one
m nut e.

Sir, we can't hear at the front table.
If you could --
(Di scussion outside the record.)

MR MEYER:. | would be nore than willing to
yield the mke to this gentlenman and et himtalk
for a few m nutes.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BRKOVIC: The nane is Anthony Brkovic.

I live on Bluff Road and |ived here for about 40

years.
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(Di scussion outside the record.)
MR, BRKOVIC. | canme to this town 40 years
ago. Wthin six nonths, at the time | thought I
had planted nyself in, well, hell, because
remenber this town back from 1922 when | was a kid
here. And | was christened in this towmn and made
my comrunion. But that's no matter here. Wthin
that time, there was an Arcold M dwest Corporation
the largest road building contracting firmin the
State of Illinois. They not only operated for
their own purpose, they had every other contractor
in the state under their thunb. It was a
despi cabl e arrangenment, and they paid for it later.
But nevertheless, within six nonths,
they had presented a petition to the village board
after buying 60 acres of ground just the other side
of the canal that they were going to open up and
meke a stone quarry there, 60 acres, 100 feet deep
This was to be the prom sed | and for the people of
Lenont. You couldn't even get into the village
from Ogden Avenue under that guise.
Wel |, anyway, the case went to court.
It had to go to court. We found -- Well, the Cook

County people were the first ones to take this
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under their litigation or consideration or
what ever .

I don't know if | handle this thing
right. | forget that | have it in my hand.

But neverthel ess, they were the first
to pass on a question such as this because the
Village of Lenont said no soap, they didn't want
that. Al right. Now, there is 30 -- 13 people on
the county board and the president including -- |
forgot his nane, 14 people that had to pass
judgment on this. W had a devil of a tinme with
them We flooded themwth letters for nonths till
finally after several nonths, the chairmn says,
"Tony, we get the nessage. W understand what you
mean. W are opposing the quarry.”

But remenber now, you got to go to
the -- What is that, the chancelor? Well, there
is another m nor court before the circuit court.
They went through that court, that was just a day's
work or two. And then it went to the circuit
court. Now -- Sonetines | forget the nanes.
have a heck of a tine. \When you get to be 92, you
wi |l have trouble with nenory.

(Appl ause.)
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MR. BRKOVIC: Sonetines | will have to
check a note here. Let's see. Oh, yeah. Circuit
Court Senior Judge Charles Dougherty was our
jurist. Well, | don't know how many trips we nmade
to that court back and forth, back and forth. No,
not today, not today. No. W can't handle it
today. And we -- | don't know. We were getting
tired. W couldn't give up on that. 100-foot hole
inthis area down at ground level, that's starting
with a hole. Were their property is |ocated was
the |l owest part of this entire area.

Now, you have got the water tanks up
on top of the hill. That water comes from way down
here. And then dig a hole 100 feet deep, and maybe
you even run out of water. W couldn't stand it.
We were all individuals living along there. W
couldn't stand this. W had to defeat this case

Well, to nake a long story short, in
June 1965, | think, | may not have the date
exactly, but I will tell you, we had an ace in the
hole, all of us. Because during that tine |
cooperated with the newspaper editor in town. He
was witing for the Chicago Sun-Tinmes. The Sun-

Times was writing our newspaper in Chicago and
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delivering it here. And for 20 years he done a
whal e of a job.

But we -- After this case was over,
we were given all these -- | don't know what you
call them They were m croscope copies of which
the newspaper is printed. W got the whol e case
and got that | ocked up. | hope it's still |ocked
up. Because we can prove every case we cite. So
if this case has to go to court again or whatever,
we have newspaper copy right there, and it can be
ticked off within two days.

So this is what the court order read,
that in this town they should not -- | can't cite
it all because it was quite a copy, and | didn't
get to see it, although I was one of the litigants.
| represented the Tri-county Property Oamners
Association. Three counties were under ny w ng or
what ever plus the Village of Lenont.

MALE VO CE: Let's do it again.
(Appl ause.)
MR, BRKOVIC: |If we have to go to court as
| say, this can be backed up copy. And these
gentl enen and anyone else will have difficulty

di sprovi ng anyt hi ng.
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So, let's see, where do | go from

here.
(Appl ause.)
MR. BRKOVIC: What | was going to say is
that the case -- that case when we got the word

from Chicago, it opened up the town. W had a bal
here in town, and like lots of eats around the
establishments. W had a joyful town anyhow. But
this was a big deal. |If that quarry hol e opened
right up there at the foot of the village, you
woul d have no village. |It's just no possibility of
it. Even a road would be disestablished.

But, okay, now, wait. There is a |lot
nore to say, but | can't catch up with it

AUDI ENCE: Thank you.

MR, BRKOVIC. See, sonetines your mnd
plays dirty tricks on you, and you can't even tel
what you said last. But in that court order from
what, as it was interpreted, not in conplete form
but nmerely snaps or whatever this is that in this
town they will have no nore blasting, no nore stone
quarrying, no nore rock crushing. That's simlar
to what they have now. But at that tinme we also

had an asphalt plant.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Sir, there is a
whol e bunch of other people that would like to
talk. Can we let themtalk?

(Appl ause.)

MR. BRKOVIC: | see. | should have this
thing wired to ny neck. Al right. Were was |?
W were at that time prevented according to this
order, this is all | can tell you because | don't
know the gist of it. But what they said, no nore
quarrying, no nmore drilling.

(Audi ence outburst.)

MR. BRKOVI C. Consideration for our water
problem The village at that tinme was having a
problem They were drilling second wells, and the
peopl e who are north of Lenont were starting a
community. | forget the nanme of that little
comunity back there. And they were already
drilling second wells. The water table was going
down. And then you are going to have this hole
opened up.

(Di scussion outside the record.)
(Appl ause.)
MR. BRKOVIC: There is a lot nore to be

sai d.
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(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYER: | renenber the first thing that
| ever was able to do in governnent was to sit on
t he plan commi ssion over in Bolingbrook in 1982.
And we had a gentl eman that had been a | ong-tine
resi dent of the Bolingbrook area that would cone
bef ore our planning comi ssion. You al ways want ed
to listen to himbecause down deep there was a
message. And | believe that the nessage here is
the fact that when there is something that is going
on, the developnment isn't going to be good for the
comunity, the community has to nake sure that you
get your voice heard. And that's what this is al
about tonight.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYER: Now, we have tal ked about the
potential inpact of dust em ssions caused by the
heavy traffic of these trucks. And |I understand
that a snapshot picture says that we are going to
bring in barges with the incomng mx for the
pl ant, and we are only going to truck out that
whi ch we have already -- that we produced through
that asphalt plant. But that's only a snapshot.

Because what your decision is going to inpact on is
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what happens after we don't bring in things with
the barge, and now we just bring it in by truck
If we get a better -- a better price for the stone
that they use at that plant somewhere else in
anot her quarry that doesn't have the barge to
access it, well, it's going to cone in by truck
So | believe that that has to be taken into
consi deration also. W tal ked about the nunber of
trucks that will actually use our streets here in
Lenont .

Anot her issue is the extension of 355.
And we sorely need that already. W can't afford
to put more truck traffic on the streets of Lenont
and still have --
(Appl ause.)
MR. MEYER: -- and still be able to go from
one side of the town to the other in less than a
hal f an hour. And sonetinmes because of the extrene
anmount of traffic that conmes up through Homer
Townshi p and up through State Street, already we
are backed up for half an hour, 45 m nutes.
(Appl ause.)
MR, MEYER: That 220,000 tons per nonth or

about 20,000 sem trucks full, that's roughly --
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That's over 600 trucks a day during the normal work
nmonth. And even if you have that, that's 300
trucks. And where will -- What will they use?
They will use the bridge going north of here that
exi sts now through State Street.
(Appl ause.)

MR. MEYER:. So | submit to you that this
i mpact, this truck traffic, is going to be
significant in eroding of lifestyles here in
Lenont. The aesthetic inpact on the proposed pl ant
construction, yes, we can | ook across the river --
across the canal today and say there is sonme trees
t here, bushes, whatever. But if you saw in the

pi ctures that we saw toni ght, those stacks stay

up -- stand up in the air. They are over the
trees.
(Appl ause.)
MR MEYER: Well, | also would like to say

that in your deliberations | believe you not only
have to | ook at the inmediate i npact but al so have
to project it out into the future. Because what
you decide is going to affect this comunity for
the next 10, 20, 30 years or nore. And to ne

that's a gigantic inpact. And it's a terrible
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responsi bility that you have | understand. But it
is your responsibility to | ook out and deterni ne
what, how you are inpacting the community, what is
best in this case.

It's nice to tal k about the
state-of-the-art. W have over the decades tal ked
about state-of-the-art things. W once had a boat
that was state-of-the-art. It sailed from Engl and
to just off the coast of Nova Scotia. |It's called

the Titanic. Well --

(Appl ause.)
MR. MEYER | just don't want to see this
be the Titanic for my district. And all | can say

to you is "Not here, not now."
(Appl ause.)

MAYOR KWASNESKI : We have got a couple
nore, and then we are done. So then all of you
can, obviously, have an opportunity. Just the Cook
County Conmi ssioner is here, Herb Schumann. And
think he's just got a couple of words to say. And
then I think we will open it up as we go through
here. But | think you have heard | oud enough
toni ght that nmaybe this really isn't about Ganna

because, quite frankly, the next one that cones
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down the road we are going to be saying the sane
thing. W don't want it. W don't want it here.
Go build it somewhere el se

MR. SCHUMANN:  Thank you, Mayor. It's hard
to follow Jimand Tony.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Sir, would you
state your nane.

MR, SCHUMANN: My nane is Herb Schumann,
Cook County Commi ssioner. | represent Lenont.
Tony did bring sonething up about the zoning
process and the county board. And sone things have
changed since about 40 years ago. One of themis
we don't have 13 nenbers. We now have 17. \Whet her
that's good or bad, |I'mnot going to say. But one
thing definitely that has changed for the good is
that certainly within the |last ten years the way
our zoning process works is if there is a zoning
case that goes to the county board and there is an
objection in place at a local nunicipality that
zoni ng doesn't go in. That has happened every
time.

(Appl ause.)
MR. SCHUMANN: Several of those cases have

been on dense, dense residential in Lemont. W' ve
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wor ked very closely with Mayor Kwasneski and
Mayor Forzl ey before himon those issues. This is
not a zoning case before the county board. And |
think that's a flaw that we have in our systemthat
this wasn't a special use and there wasn't a public
heari ng.

There is not anything | can do about
that at this point unless it becones a special use
case. But sonmething we can work on is the zoning
of the Water Reclamation District property. And we
met closely with --

(Appl ause.)

MR, SCHUMANN: We've met on numerous
occasions with Lemont, with Mayor Kwasneski, his
pl anners. They are working to downzone the rest of
that Water Reclanmation District property. And it
wi |l be downzoned. And that's to be determ ned --

(Appl ause.)

MR, SCHUMANN: And that's sonething that we
will be doing in the next couple nonths. And you
will all be a part of it because there will be
public hearings, and you will all get a chance to
know what the plan is and how t he downzoni ng

process works. So that's the good news. You know,
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| ong range, you also need to | ook at other Water
Recl amation District property in the area of the

quarries. That's Water Reclamation District

property. | think it should be forest preserve
district. | think it should be open space.
(Appl ause.)

MR. SCHUMANN: But those are all issues
that the village and the township have worked on
over the years. So | guess ny nessage to the EPA
is that if the county board woul d have had a chance
to see this and have this public hearing and we
woul d have had the Village of Lenont have input on
it, it would have been voted down.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR KWASNESKI :  Just finally if we could
just ask Reverend Bergmark to cone up, he's the
chai rman of our environnental conmm ssion, and al so
Jeanette Virgilio, the Chairman of our | & M Cana
commi ssion, which are two inportant conmm ssions to
the Village of Lenont. Jeanette.

REV. BERGMARK: | think you have ny --
Reverend G enn Bergmark. | represent the
Envi ronnental Advi sory Conmi ssion for the Village

of Lenobnt. |'mgoing to shorten nmy comments.
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The conmmi ssion has been nonitoring the
quality of air in the proposed Ganna Construction
asphalt plant. It is an area that is heavily
conmitted to industry and utilities. The follow ng
firms are located in the i Mmediate area: M dwest
Generation, you know them as the forner
Commonweal t h Edi son Generating Plant at Roneoville.
Vul can Materials. Also, Chicago Carbon, Seneca
Petroleum Citgo Petroleum And of course, the
Auburn Steel people and IMIT. All of these plants
emit sone formof outflowinto the air. The
commi ssi on has been nonitoring the R fornms for npst
of these operations for several years. The
results are tentative but reveal in tons nmany
noxious irritant toxic and particulate forns of
pollution. Sonme results for 1998 indicate CO
554 tons; NO2, 17,744 tons; PMLO, 2,147 tons; SQO2,
31,405 tons; VOCs, 1,570 tons, for a total em ssion
of 54,367 tons. Also, there is a release of 58, 904
pounds of hydrochloric acid in acid aerosols in
addition to the above totals. This, of course,
does not include most particulate outfalls.

| am aski ng, does the applicant take

these facts into consideration in their
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application. The comm ssion is deeply concerned
that the additional outfall of an asphalt plant
will only exacerbate an already problematic area.
The area in question is southwest of the village.
Wth prevailing winds being south southwest, there
is no question as to the recipients of this
outfall. The application from Ganna Construction
only conpounds an already difficult situation
environnent al | y.

Further, there are other factors that
require the services of air engineers that can
project and give plum ng estimations as to outfall
Besides this, as you have already heard, there is
the question of public health especially as it
relates to children as there are schools in the
vicinity as well as honmes, sone of which are |ess
than 1,000 feet fromthe proposed plant. Does the
applicant take these facts into consideration in
their application?

An additional concern expressed by the
conmi ssion relates to the soils in the Des Pl aines
Ri ver Valley. A former conmi ssioner conpiled a
detailed report of the soils found in the Lenont

portion of the Valley. The paper addresses the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

79
needs for ways and neans of preserving and
mai ntai ning the soils of the Valley. Further
studi es should include identification of plant and
ani mal species, determ ne the hydrol ogica
relations within the valley and eval uati on of
present air and water quality within the valley.
It is our contention that any devel opnent that can
possi bly hinder or effect change in this delicate
soi|l plant and ani mal bal ance should definitely
submt docunentation as to the possible results and
i mpact on the valley. Does the applicant take
these facts into consideration?

In conclusion, the conm ssion
respectfully requests the Illinois Environnental
Protection Agency to grant the additional tine.

And we thank them as they have done this. W also
ask the Illinois Environnmental Protection Agency to
take into account and to review the facts presented
tonight in relation to the application fromthe
Ganna Construction. Make no m stake, the
conmi ssion i s opposed to the proposed Ganna
Construction asphalt application period.

(Appl ause.)

REV. BERGMARK: The commr ssi on opposes any
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proposal that proliferates an already problematic
situation as it relates to the quality of air and
our soils. In short, the |ast century, including
parts of the 19th and all of the 20th centuries,
bel onged to heavy industry chem cal and nmining as

it relates to Des Plaines River Valley in the

Lenmont area. It is our hope and our goal that the
21st century will be one where the Des Pl aines
River Valley in the Lenont area will belong to the

peopl e who |ive here.

(Appl ause.)
M5. VIRGLIO Well, | want to start off
with one word; and that's wow. | amjust totally

i mpressed by the nunber of people that have shown
up tonight. First, nmy nane is Jeanette Virgilio.
And | amrepresenting the | & M Canal Conmi ssion.
I am al so an environnental consultant. | have been
where the EPA is sitting right now. | have been
where Ganna's consultant has been before. But
tonight I"'msitting in nmy resident seat because
am concer ned.

I have noved to Lempont about ten years
ago. And it seens to have a historical history of

i ndustrial developnent. And | think we need to
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establish what's the background, as our attorney
has said, as our nmayor has said, and a | ot of our
representatives said, let's find out what we are
dealing with before we add anot her em ssion source.

Also, | want to |l et everybody know
that, as M ke Maher had indicated, witten comment
is extremely inmportant in a hearing of this nature.
So | have put together a formletter that just goes
over sone of the general issues on this permt. |
woul d really appreciate it if people could take
this formletter. It has the EPA's address on it.
Pl ease submt your conments in witing. | do have
sonme technical issues and questions for the EPA
but because | want nore people to get up here and
make their comments |'mgoing to subnit themin
writing. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Five-ninute
br eak.

(Recess taken.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: A gentl enman
requested that two young girls be taken out of
order so that they can go hone and get to bed so
they can go to school tonmobrrow. |Is there any

obj ection?
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(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Sarah Forzl ey.
MS. FORZLEY: Hello. M nane is Sarah

Forzl ey, and | amvery concerned about this asphalt

pl ant coming into ny honetown. As a child, | |ook
at it that every time | breathe | will be breathing
bad air if this asphalt plant cones in. | went to

church on Sunday and | noticed the air com ng out
of the snoke stacks of Citgo were pure black and
gray. Then it came to ne that this is what | would
be breathing nore of if this asphalt plant cones
into Lenont.

| also live on Tinberline Drive, which
is less than a quarter nmle away from where this
asphalt plant would be built. | also understand
that this asphalt plant holds many bad things
around it including benzene. M noms friend that
lives in Lenmont died fromleukema. W don't know
if it's the pollution -- W don't know if the
pollution is what killed her. But if it was, we
don't want to | ose anyone el se.

If we keep adding all of this
pollution to the air and keep letting asphalt

plants cone in, it will be make our air extrenely
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polluted and unsafe. | also found out that Lenont
al ready has the eighth dirtiest air in the State of
Illinois, and that is a horrible description of the
place | live in already. It sickens nme when
snell the fumes that conme from New Avenue. And
with more of it, | don't know what | woul d do.
know many people that have asthma, and | don't want
anything to happen to them or anyone el se because
of Ganna Construction that is trying to conme into
our town. There are already 52 industries that
emt pollutants and 19 out of 52 enit various
t oxi ns.

| ama very concerned child of this
town, and I want ny thoughts to be heard and cared
about even nore because | will be living here for
at least the rest of my childhood. Enough is
enough. M. Skinner, and everyone else on the EPA
board, as an 1l1-year-old child, | trust you wll
make the right choice to keep ne, ny friends,
famly, and all citizens of Lenont and surrounding
towns, healthy. | really trust that you as the
presi dent of the EPA and the whole entire EPA will
make the right choice. Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)
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MS. TEEGARDEN. Hi. M nane is Enmly
Teegarden, and |'m one of the thousands of kids in

Lemont who cares about what happens to our air. M

fam |y and | just noved here to Lenont exactly one
year ago on COctober 8. | have heard that even
living here for one year can still affect your

health, and | won't let that happen to anyone. |
have a nom a dad, two brothers, ten fish, and a
dog nanmed Franky. And we |ike the comunity here
but not the air. W live on Peiffer Avenue and
go St. Cyril Methodius school, and that is al so
very close to the industries.

I don't want this asphalt plant here
because it will do great harmto our air. |
breathe in this air every day, and | know what is
good for our conmmunity, and this is the worst. The
best thing the asphalt plant can do is to go far
away fromhere. W don't want it.

Now, ny famly and | are trying to
stop this asphalt plant by passing out flyers that
give information on what is in our air. W
shoul dn't have to be doing this. Enough is enough.
Lenont will be the eighth dirtiest air in Illinois

if this asphalt plant conmes. |If this keeps going
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the way it is, we will have the worst air in
Il1linois. Thank you for |istening and for your
cooperation.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: W have quite a
few cards to go through. So I would ask you to
consi der whether or not you want to get up and nake
any comments or ask questions if your comments and
questions have already been addressed, but it's up
to you.

The next person is Linda Matthews.

M5. MATTHEWS: | would like to thank Sarah
and Em |y and all the other kids who showed up at
the sign painting party and the ones who showed up
tonight to march and denonstrate and all the
parents because we are all here for the sane
reason, the future of Lenont. And thank you so
much everybody for conm ng out tonight.

I amthe nother of four small
children, ages 7, 5, and 3-year-old twins. And we
live in Lenont township. |1'mhere this evening to
tal k about children at risk, elders at risk, and
ultimately a comunity at risk. Lenont is already

classified as a severe nonattai nment area for ozone
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snmpbg. Ozone is known to cause | ung damage and
premature death. There is no question about that.
And Ganna Construction's asphalt plant will be
permtted to add another 90 sone tons a year of
USEPA- desi gnated criteria pollutants to our already
filthy air.

Alifetinme permt to do so, with 4,000
school children a mile and three quarters downw nd
of the proposed site? | don't think so. When do
we reach our limt? Now. Tonight. W wll not
all ow our children to be the lab rats for
i ndustrial air pollution. Ganna, you can take your
trucks and snog and carci nogens and go back to
Itasca. You are not wanted here.

(Appl ause.)

MS. MATTHEWS: Toni ght we stand together
for our children and comunity. And we say enough
is enough. No nore will we allow industry's fisca
interests to be prioritized over our children's
health. No nmore will we forsake our children's
rights to live and breathe free without fear. No
nore will we allow the remarkabl e conpl acency of
the Illinois EPA to dictate how and when we respond

to another polluting industry on our very own
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door st ep.

In Lenont, Illinois, tonight profits
no | onger take precedence over health. Enough
truly is enough. Wy are we so concerned? Here
are a few of the facts: Air pollution makes people
sick. Air pollution even kills people. That is an
undi sputed fact. |It's just that sinple. But,
unfortunately, that's not all. The June 19 cover
story in U S. News & Wirld Report entitled "Kids at
Ri sk" explores the |inks between neurotoxicants and
| earning disabilities such as autism aggression,
dysl exia, and attention deficit hyperactivity
di sorder.

Make no nistake about it, Ganna
em ssions according to their own application wll
contai n neurotoxicants such as |ead and nercury.
Ganna eni ssions, 14 hours a day, 6 days a week,
during a normal schedule, will contain an
incredible 38 different classified hazardous air
pollutants at 3 pounds per hour. Don't be soothed
by their facts that it neets the Illinois
regul ati ons. That doesn't make it safe.

Can Ganna guarantee us that their

plant will not trigger even one asthnma attack or
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i nduce one case of chil dhood cancer?
(Appl ause.)
MS. MATTHEWS: Not just literally steam as
Ganna's attorney is quoted as saying in the
April 20 issue of the Sun. Literally stean? They
insult our intelligence. But nore inportant than
that, they underestinate our steadfast conm tnent
to be the guardians of our children's future, the
protector of our children's health.
Know this with absolutely certainty,
Ganna Construction, you are not wanted here. And
if by some act of |ousy governnent by our elected
officials or the IEPA that you are granted a
permt, know the following to be true: W will dog
your trail and watch your every step. W will use
the courts at the drop of a hat to nmintain our
right to a healthful life.
Toni ght | announce the fornation of

Lenont Environmental Defense Fund. And if we snell

your funmes, we will sue. |If we see your dust in
our yard, we wll sue.
(Appl ause.)

MS. MATTHEWS: Not in any abuse of process,

but in a sincere attenpt to safeguard the health of
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t hose nobst vul nerable, those too young and too old
or too weak for their voices to be heard at this
critical monment. Toni ght we speak for them when we
say enough i s enough. And tonight we speak for
them when we ask the Illinois EPA to deny the
permt. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Dr. Andrew
Bel avi c.

DR. BELAVIC. |'mhere today to talk a
little bit about the fact that | do live in the
comunity, and | do have a letter with me froma
fell ow physician who lives just on the other side
of the river. His children school in Lenont, he
pari shes in Lenont, he lives in the Lenont
comunity. He wites from Rush University
Department of Pul nonary Medici ne, Assistant
Prof essor, Director of Medical Intensive Care Unit,
and Director of Respiratory Therapy.

He states, The oxides of nitrogen,
sul fur and carbon, in addition to ozone which is
produced, are well-known precipitants of
exacerbations of asthma, chronic bronchitis, and

enphysena, which the elderly and young chil dren
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suffer from \Wen the air is heavy and before any
air quality warnings, | can be guaranteed that a
nunber of ny patients will be having breathing
problems. While the Ganna plant may introduce only
smal | amounts well within the EPA limts, these
addi ti onal contributions can be detrimental to his
patients. The |ocal geography of the Des Pl aines
Ri ver helps to retain and concentrate these
en ssions on calmand hum d days maki ng an al ready
bad situation worse.

The particulate matter, which is two
to five microns in size, can be inhaled and
deposited in the periphery of the lungs, very
simlar to ashestos and silica. |If at all, it may
never been renoved. It causes scarring, fibrosis,
and respiratory failure | eading to death.

The organi c hazardous em ssions froma
drum m xi ng asphalt plant are particularly
worrisonme as they are known as carci hogens, cancer-
causi ng conmpounds. In addition to having these
toxic effects, M. David Gurka al so has worked
personally with nost of these polycyclic aromatic
hydr ocar bons, which is well-known to cause liver

toxicity and failure. Thus, please don't allow
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nore of those nedically hazardous waste products in
our area. W are |looking to the EPA board to neke
a decision and be a leader in this. W are asking
you to consider the total inpact on the conmunity.

There is a saying in nmedicine when you
have to make a decision on howto treat a patient.
They say, "Treat them as they are your own nother."
Well, we are going to ask the board here to treat
this decision as if you were a resident of Lenont.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BELAVIC. | only have one other comment
here for the record is the attorney for the EPA at
t he begi nning of the neeting asked for all Ganna
representatives that are here today to stand up and
become part of the record. There were nmany nore

sitting here than cane up and put thenselves on the

record.
(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Chri s Yadron.
MR. YADRON: Good evening. M nane is
Chris Yadron. |'mhere tonight as a resident of

this community, a very concerned resident, the
father of two small children. | have a

si x-year-old son and a five-year-old daughter both
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at GCakwood School. And | also happen to be a
pastor of one of the churches, Faith Community
Church, a local church here in this comunity.

My reason for speaking tonight is to,
one, address the issue of the health concerns in
our comunity related to the pollution from
i ndustry such as Ganna Asphalt and other simlar
types of heavy polluting industry. As a result of
this speech and the speeches of nany ot hers here
toni ght, we hope that the IEPA will severely
restrict the ability of these polluting industries
to operate in or nearby our comunity.

I think that no matter what side of
the i ssue you stand on, whether you are from Ganna
asphalt or the IEPA or as a resident, | would hope
that we could all agree on the inportance and the
val ue of public health and especially the health of
our children, whether it's in this comunity or in
any other community. | would Iike to share with
you sone facts related to the current status of
children's health in our country.

It's a fact that asthma attacks anong
children have nore than doubled in the | ast decade.

Ast hma-rel ated deaths are also rising. And asthnma
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is also the nbst conmon cause of hospitalization of
children in America today. According to the cover
story in the U S. News & Wrld Report of June 19th
of this year, Linda Matthew s referred to it
earlier, the article said that there is new
evi dence which points to a |link between
envi ronnental poisons and | earning disabilities.
Children are particularly vulnerable to toxic
chemi cals. The fact is we take a breath about once
every four seconds or 906 tines an hour. W
breathe alnost 8.5 or 8.5 million tines during the
course of a year.

According to the Anmerican Acadeny of
Pedi atrics, children are at greater risk to devel op
environnental ly triggered di seases such as cancer
because of their vigorous outside play and because
their respiratory systenms are still in devel opnent.
Who is protecting our children? The key to
protecting our children is prevention. |In 1997,
President Clinton issued an executive order on
children's health and safety requiring federa
agencies to include children -- | quote, "children
and their unique susceptibilities and standard-

setting procedures."”
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Does the Il1inois EPA consider
children and their unique vulnerability when
signing additional air permits for an already
heavily polluted town such as Lenmont? The
hazar dous substance known as benzene that wll be
emtted from Ganna's operation has been cl assified
by the EPA as a known human carci nogen. The
i ncreased incidence of |eukem a has been linked to
benzene as are adverse effects to fetuses, |ow
birth weights in babies, delayed bone formation,
and bone nmarrow damage. Benzopyrene, another
chemical emtted by this type of heavy industry,
has been rated as nore hazardous than nost
chemicals in nine out of ten ranking systens. It
is in the worst ten percent of chemicals in ternms
of harmto ecosystens and human heal t h.

In response to the alarmng health

facts that | have just nentioned, | would ask the
following action be taken here: | would urge State
Representative Meyer -- and | know Senator Dillard

is not with us tonight but if it's possible for him
as well -- to investigate and support sonething
call ed the Pew Environnental Health Conmm ssion from

John Hopki ns School of Public Health. On
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Septenber 6th of this year of 2000, they called on
Congress and the White House to protect Anericans
from chroni c diseases and disabilities by tracking
where and when these health problenms occur and
possible links to environnental factors.

Autism and nental retardation has
risen an estimted 50 percent nationw de. And
research indicates that 25 percent of these
disabilities are related to environmental
exposures. Louis Stokes, a fornmer 15 year
U.S. House nenber from Chio says, "This is public
health 101, and as a nation we are failing.

Secondly, | would ask that prior to
addi ng one nore polluting source to our town, the
I1linois EPA conplete an investigation into the
nunber of respiratory diseases and cancer clusters
in Lenont and the surroundi ng areas.

Thirdly, we would ask that or | would
ask that the | EPA and Ganna extend the permt
deadline or that the I EPA would reject this permt
for the asphalt plant until an evaluation of these
matters i s conpl eted

And then fourthly, | would ask that

every government official and governi ng body
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represented here do everything within their power
to severely limt and even decrease the toxins in
our air enmtted by heavy industry such as Ganna and
others like them Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: First nane is
Kim Last nane is V-a-sonething-s.

MS. VALES: | would like to respond to the
video and the comrents about new asphalt
facilities. There are really only a few pertinent
facts with regard to Ganna's emni ssions. You need
to know that Ganna's emi ssion cal cul ations are
based on a normal workday of 14 hours a day, 6 days
per week. Nothing in the permt could constrain
Ganna fromadding a third shift operating 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, if they had the business to
justify it. The bottomline is this: Under
Ganna's permt, they will be allowed to add 98.7
tons of pollutants to our air. 98.7 tons. No ifs,
ands or buts. Carcinogens, particul ates and
neur ot oxi cants, 98.7 tons. That and only that is
what they will be held accountable for

And | just want to say | have two

children here in Lenpont. W have been here for
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al nost three years. And we love the village, we
| ove the community; but this is sonething that is
really scary. And | hope that you really take
under advi senment everything that everybody is
sayi ng here tonight. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Jeanette
Virgilio.
MALE VO CE: She spoke
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: P.J. Fitzgerald.
MS. FI TZGERALD: Last night | went to
Lockport because they had hearings about peaker
plants. And we have to start |ooking, as everybody
said, at this valley as one thing. | have | ooked
at sone pie charts that the | EPA put out. And it
told where pollution was. And | started to think
in terms of Lockport and Lenmont. And here was,
here was W1l County, and here is the south
suburbs. And | started to think, boy, if you put
those together like they are in Lockport and
Lenmont, | wonder what the nunbers would | ook Iike.
So since | have just |earned how to go
on the Web, | found out that Lockport has 69 naned

facilities naned by the EPA. And it's rea
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i nteresting because they give all the little
pol l utants and how nany tons and how nmany this.
Lockport has 69 facilities. Lenmont has 80.
Lockport has 485 points, and Lenmont has 690. And
inmy witten comments, | explain where it cane
from | won't bore everybody with that now.

But as | worked with these figures a
little bit, | discovered that Lockport now
generates 35 percent of the NO2 or NOx's, and
that's a nunber that's real inportant because these
peaker plants coming to Lockport are gas fired.
Their asphalt plant is gas fired. They are about a
quarter mle apart, and they all conme down the
valley right at you and ne.

Now | should add Lenmont's NOx's or
NO2's, I"'mnot sure, they are oxides. [It's not
good stuff. It's acid rain. Wen you add it
together for all of Cook County and all of WII
County, our two communities, which are 18.5 square
mles, carry 27.4 percent of the burden of the
pol luti on burden for these two huge counties. Even
if they didn't pollute nore than one little tiny
bit, it's alittle tiny bit too nuch.

(Appl ause.)
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MS. FI TZGERALD: Another thing that |
| earned | ast night, you know how they said they
woul d voluntarily reduce their operating | evels so
they wouldn't pollute quite as nuch. Well, a
gentl eman got up last night and said, well, it's an
educated and crafted ploy. |If they voluntarily
reduce it, they go for the |l esser permt. |It's
| ess of an investigation. |It's a |ess stringent
requirenment. And they get it and then they pollute
like they want to.

In the little video, you noticed, did
you hear that they said the plant is portable?
Well, of course, it's portable. They don't pay
real estate taxes. They are not going to enpl oy
anybody here. They are not going to pay rea
estate taxes. And when they are done dirtying up

our valley some nore, they are going to move.

(Appl ause.)
MS. FI TZGERALD: | was going to say that
was all. But then | renenbered | have a newspaper

clipping. One of the questions that | elinnated
aski ng was how nuch will your plant pollute when
your bag house burns. And don't tell nme they don't

burn because on or August 31st of this year the bag
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house fromtheir super plant in Princeton
[Ilinois, burned.
(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Brian Ari ana.

MR. ARIANA: First | would like to also
thank our public officials who have cone here
toni ght and have spoken out against this permt.
It's nice to have you on our side. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, ARIANA: | cone here tonight also as a
resi dent of the township along with ny wife, our
kids were here a little earlier, and a very
concerned citizen. You have heard toni ght many of
us are here because we are concerned about the
safety of living in Lenont. W are sonething of an
unusual community in that either people don't know
Lenmont at all, or they know about us and they
either think we are a bucolic conmunity in the
sout hwest suburbs or that we are a dirty, dingy
town south of the canal out by Cog Hill.

We are concerned because Lenont and
its surrounding areas is one of the biggest
residential growth areas in Illinois. Wile this

seens nice for all of us, a nunber of issues are
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bei ng raised, particularly the fact that both the
natural resource and the man-made resource, the
| & M Canal, have become the dunping ground for
many industries including steel, chemcals,
plastics, and refineries, as well as your
run-of -the-m |l junk yards. For this we primarily
owe thanks to the Metropolitan Water Recl amation
District and the Cook County Zoni ng Board which
control this property. It was nice to hear the
comments from M. Schumann toni ght that that may
change.

VWile we can all debate the val ue that
t hese busi nesses bring to the community, we al so
agree on the eyesore that they bring. W should
hope that aesthetics was the only problem The
i ssue at hand with this hearing is that we nust
call a stop to this dunping ground nentality of the
canal area. Wiy? Each business | nentioned is,
I'"'msure, nonitored by the appropriate governnent al
agencies for its individual pollutant contam nants.

|'"m sure of this because they surely
had to neet certain standards in order to be
granted approval to |locate where they are at. The

problemis that when you add up all these
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i ndustries and busi nesses Lenont ends up with the
eighth worst ranking in Illinois in terns of TRI
which is the toxic release inventory, chenmicals to
the environnent. According to the Environnmenta
Def ense Score Card, which is a public docunent
avai l abl e out on the Web sites, from 1991 to 1997,
total production-related waste in the 60439, that's
us here in Lenont, zip code, has increased 133
percent and the total releases to | and have
i ncreased nearly 13,000 percent from 1988 to 1997.

If you look at the breakdown of this,
this is just one of the reports that cones out of
t he 60439 research on the Score Card, the air
rel eases alone in terns of pounds fromthe TRI
sources that it's referring to consists of 15
ei ther recogni zed or suspected carci nogens or
toxi cants. That anounts to 996, 000 pounds into the
air. M question to the comm ssion is what new
| egi slati on would be required so that the | EPA
woul d be responsible for the protection of the
citizens due to the fact that the IEPA's pernitting
process does not adequately protect the public
health from exposure to multiple sources of toxic

chemicals, only each individually.
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(Appl ause.)
MR. ARI ANA: The problemis one of density.
I thought it was interesting that the fol ks from
Ganna brought this picture here tonight. And
think their intent was to show that their asphalt
pl ant woul d only be right up next to other
polluters, so what's the big deal. That's exactly
t he point.
I would al so ask Representative Meyer
and Senator Dillard to |l ook into the state
perm tting i nadequaci es and sponsor the appropriate
| egislation to address this oversight. In
addi ti on, we haven't even opened up the discussion
as to the costs to the citizens, although we have
tal ked about it tonight, as well as the governnent
in this area, due the heavy truck traffic fromthis
i ndustries, and the damage that it has caused to
the roads, the expense directed to contam nation
spills, and the danmage to the surrounding air
quality.
Ganna has stated tonight, you heard
them that a, quote, mpjority of truck traffic
woul d not be routed through the city of Lenont.

The mpjority in any kind of statistics | have ever
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seen is 51 percent. \Where is the other 49 percent
going to go?
(Appl ause.)

MR, ARI ANA: It would seemthat with the
overwhel mi ng objection to the proposed asphalt
pl ant by Ganna by the citizens here tonight the
deci si on woul d be obvious to reject this
application. [If, however, another business is
grant ed approval over the objections of the
community, let us state the following: We will
continue to press for enforced nonitoring of al
t he businesses and industries in our area and
appropriate action taken agai nst the abusers
including litigation. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Susan Donahue.

MS. DONAHUE: | made a statenent, and what
I have said basically is that | have lived in
Lenont for a long time. And | understand that at
first it was very advantageous to the valley, to
the citizens of Lenont, we encouraged people,
i ndustry, to cone into the valley. W encouraged
t hem because we thought it would help us

econonmically and it also would provide jobs.
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Well, tines have changed. W are no
| onger unaware about the harnful effects that are
t he byproducts of these industries. Several tines
t here have been accidents at conpanies in the
corridor involving em ssion rel eases of hazardous
chem cal products. In sone cases residents were
evacuated. These byproducts like PHAS flourish in
the community contam nating the air that we
breat he, contam nants by their very presence
t hreaten our exi stence.

| did read with interest the article
that appeared in the Lenont Reporter Met and the
quot e about the emi ssion fromthe proposed pl ant
bei ng | ess than 50 percent of the | EPA allowed
standard. This in itself sounds really good except
that you are not the only plant in the area
rel easing these em ssions. The continued nunbers
of the industry already there are frightening
enough. | also couldn't help but wonder how
realistic and financially sound it would be for
your conpany to make the trucks go from Lockport
using 53. Gasoline prices have cone down
tenporarily, but in the future they may go up. How

can you possibly afford to continue this practice?
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The approach that this will benefit the comunity
t hrough enpl oynent doesn't apply here either in
that your conpany according to that article will
only enploy five enployees. We need to step back
and take a long, hard | ook at what has been the
accepted practice of allow ng heavy industry to
rule the valley.

The issue right now is Ganna
Construction nmoving in. Tonorrow it may be some
ot her heavy industry trying to get a foothold. The
only practical solution for the valley is
downzoni ng, not bringing anot her heavy industry --
(Appl ause.)
MS. DONAHUE: Thank you. -- into the
al ready contanm nated, saturated valley.
| understand that the IEPA is

understaffed, and | appreciate you comng to Lenont
and listening to the concerns voiced by citizens
like nyself. Your Agency is our |line of defense,
an advocate of a user friendly environnent. In
reviewi ng these pernits, consider the inpact it
wi |l have on the citizens of Lenont and help us to
work to achieve a better quality of life. Thank

you.
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(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |'m not sure of
the first nanme. It might be Larry or Larry L.
Fi sher.
MS. FISHER It's Laurel
(Appl ause.)
MS. FI SHER: Good evening. M nane is
Laurel Fisher. |1'mthe director of Happy Hands

Preschool |ocated in the Methodi st Church. W are
a half a mle fromwhere the Ganna plant will be
located. |I'mhere to represent all those children
We have 170 in our programthis year, and that's
just a small fraction of all the little ones that
are here in Lenmont. They are three and four years
old. They don't have a voice, so |I'mhere as their
voi ce.
(Appl ause.)

M5. FISHER. [I'mgoing to tell you when
started 13 years ago at Happy Hands there were no
children that had asthma or bronchial infections or
allergies. This year alone we probably have five
to ten children that either have an inhaler or they
have sone ki nd of nedication that they have to have

at school. That's too many in my opinion. W need



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

108
to have this out of our community. W don't need
any nore pollutants.

And | have a list of questions for
the EPA. But |I'mnot going to ask them tonight,
I"'mgoing to put themin witing, and |'mgoing to
suggest that you do al so.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Kim Walter.

M5. WALTER: | |live on State Street. |
hate the truck traffic. Come sit in my house for
one day. Come dust ny house for one day. | don't
like it. I'msure half these people don't like it
Anot her thing is that there was a letter that was
sent in February 1999. Wy did the mayor not
acknowl edge it then? Wy are we here now?

(Appl ause.)

M5. WALTER: Wy are we here now? We
didn't have to be here. This could have been
resolved a long tine ago. We are wasting our tine
here. W are wasting your tinme. W are wasting
these people's tinme. Send them home. W don't
need them They are not going to do anything for
us. Wiy were those tanks taken down? Wy wasn't

that zoned then? Wy weren't we infornmed of it
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now? Why wasn't the board acknow edged or inforned
of this then? Don't we have anybody on the board
that has any kind of training that should know t hat
this should be zoned down? No comment?

(Appl ause.)

MS5. WALTER That's it. | noved to this
town to get out of Chicago. Now |I'm going to nove
out of this town to get out of this town because
it's no better than Chicago. Thank you.

(Di scussion outside the record.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Susan Thonpson.

I s Susan Thonpson here?

Pat Kozner.
MS. KOZMER: | don't have a nice prepared
speech |ike everybody else; but | live on New
Avenue, | have for eight years. | invite the EPA

to cone and put a nonitor in ny living room and
tell me that no nore trucks -- or that one nore
truck is not going to make a difference. | had ny
parents over |ast week. W were sitting in the
kitchen, which is in the back of my house.

normal Iy work Monday through Friday, but | was on
vacation. | was totally surprised by the nunber of

trucks that currently conme by, and when it's a nice
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day when | had ny wi ndows open where all their
exhaust goes. | invite you to cone and put a
monitor in that living roomand tell nme the air
that | breathe when | have ny w ndows open is
heal t hy because |'mgoing to tell you it's not.

And now you want to | et soneone el se
come in that's not only going to pollute the air
but put more trucks on the road. And Ganna, you
can't tell nme that at some point in tinme your
trucks aren't going to come down that way. You can
make these enpty prom ses and these pipe dreans
that, oh, we are going to go west; but we have no
guarantee, and there is nothing that says you can't
cone the other way.

| would also like to know -- and
posed this question to the EPA over the phone, |
don't think anyone has responded to it -- were
there soil studies done on that particul ar piece of
property that they plan to build on?

(Appl ause.)
MR. DESAI : I'"'msorry. Can you repeat
your question?
MS. KOZMER: Yes. Were any soil studies

done on the particul ar piece of property that they
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are planning to build this plant on? W know
al ready that there -- and they pointed out the slag
piles that are there have been there for nmany
years. | know there is an area that's cordoned off
right now that's being nonitored by the EPA that's
a stone's throw away fromwhere they are at. |f
conpani es have been dunping on all that property
around there, is that property clean or isn't it?
Have you done a study?

MR. DESAI: The Bureau of Land -- W are
fromthe Bureau of Air. The Bureau of Land has
speci fic regul ations regarding the | and bei ng cl ean
or not, and | do not know if this particular
property was being checked for that or not.

MS. KOZMER: | suggest that you check it
out because, you know, all the other areas, you are
al ready doing cl eanups. You are already nonitoring
what's right there. | have a son that worked at a
conpany right there that saw the conpany that he
wor ked for burying stuff on the property. Do you
want to see the exact site? Knock on nmy door
15970 New Avenue, we will take you down there.

(Appl ause.)

MS. KOZMER: Another thing that Ganna said
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about taking their stuff off by barges, | don't
know i f that was supposed to appease us, us people
here in Lenont. Like | said, |I live in close
proximty to it. The barges make an awful | ot of
noi se when they are being | oaded and unl oaded.
Also, | don't know how t hey would control the dust
taki ng something off of a barge. So you need to
ook into that consideration, too.

I thought it was pretty interesting
that they said you can't see anything that cones
of f the stacks and everything is really clear
Wel |, carbon nonoxi de you can't see either; but
believe ne, it's pretty deadly.

(Appl ause.)

MS. KOZMER: One other thing, and | know
have asked this question of the EPA before, and you
tell me you would take it into consideration, but I
just -- 1 don't understand how you do it. Mbst of
t hese obnoxi ous industries with their pollutants
are down in the valley here. So their ozone and
their smpbg is going to stay in that valley.

Believe me, bring that nonitor to ny living room
But the stacks go way up. And when you | ook on a

cold winter's day, I'mtalking particularly the
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Citgo plant -- this caught ny attention about two
years ago -- when it's cold, you can see the
em ssi ons and steamthat come out of the stacks.
And when you | ook up the hill, their snoke stacks
are right even with wi ndow | evel of everybody up
there, all our schools, Happy Hands, it's going
right in their windows. So if they were on an even
pl ane, you m ght be away --

(Appl ause.)

MS. KOZMER: | think a couple years ago
and |'mnot sure how |l ong, maybe five years ago,
there was a concern in this area about cancer
clusters. | think that report -- There was a
study done, needs to be | ooked at. And we al so
need to update that study in Lenont because there
are a lot of people in this area. A woman just
recently died, | think it was referred to earlier
this year. They can tell with | eukem a whet her
it's environnentally or hereditary. Hers was an
envi ronnental |eukem a. Wether she got it from
the industry here or not, you could have ten
different | awers and ten different doctors, and
you' d never come to a conclusion. But any dust

fromenvironnental |euken a needs to be stopped.
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And one of the things to do it is stop this
pol l uting industry.

I think the ambunts that you | et each
one of these industries put out, all of these tons,
is too extrene to begin with. You need to maybe
| ook at that, some of the other studies that are
done nedically, and reduce them Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Any Kel ly.

MS. KELLY: Several of the things | was
pl anni ng on addressing toni ght have al ready been
addressed so | amgoing to skip those in an effort
to save a few mnutes. | know that we have tal ked
about it's been estimated that on an 8-hour day
Ganna Construction could add as nany as 250 trucks
to our already overcrowded roads. W have | earned
that Ganna coul d be operating 14 hours a day
haul i ng 800, 000 tons of asphalt through our
vi |l | age.

I have a question for Ganna. Exactly
how many trucks can we expect your facility to
bring in and out of Lenont on a daily basis and are
t hese di esel trucks? Diesel fuel em ssions

according to the Clean Air Council Fact Sheet pose
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a serious health risk. Diesel emissions contribute
to soot and snog pollution that is associated with
15,000 premature deaths annually as well as a
mllion cases of respiratory problems annually.
These emni ssions are responsi ble for 400,000 cases
of asthna every year. Diesel emi ssions are such a
concern that the EPA has proposed a regulation to
vastly decrease the anount of toxic chemcals
produced by di esel em ssions. These new standards,
t hough, are not expected to be inplenented unti
the year 2006. Qur town cannot wait that |ong.

Trucks also kill. According to a
recent report, trucks kill pedestrians and
bi cyclists nore than twice as often as cars. |
have al so received an unconfirned report that Ganna
recently has settled at |least one civil suit in
whi ch one of their trucks was involved in an
accident which killed a pedestrian. If that's what
you're waiting for in Lenont, we are on borrowed
time. Trucks run through downtown Lenobnt
endangeri ng both pedestrians and other notorists
spewi ng pol lution and debris. The vibrations from
| arge trucks can al so cause damage to our streets

and buil dings. Perhaps the EPA could all ow our
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village sonme tine to do a traffic inpact study and
delay granting Ganna a permt until such a study is
conpl et ed

Ganna, if you would |ike to be a good
nei ghbor, then you, too, should encourage the EPA
to delay your permit until both air and traffic
studi es can be conpleted. And if you are sonehow
granted this permt, we would all appreciate it if
you were a good nei ghbor and you didn't wash your
trucks off into our canal as sone pictures that |
have with me show you have done in other |ocations.

(Appl ause.)

M5. KELLY: Asphalt plants and the trucks
that are servicing thememt known toxins,
carci nogens and pol lutants. And know ng the effect
t hey have nobst especially on children, how can you,
the EPA, the Agency responsible for our
envi ronnmental protection, permt any other heavy
i ndustry in our comunity? You cannot know ngly
expose us to any nore environnmental dangers and not
be hel d accountable. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Note for the
record that the witness handed nme two photographs.

And we will mark them consecutively as Exhibit 1
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and Exhibit 2, becone part of the record.
(Phot ogr aphs marked Exhi bit Nos. 1
and 2 for identification, as of
10/ 11/00.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Richard Ri nchich

MR, RINCH CH: Good evening. M nane is
the Richard Rinchich. | would first |like to thank
the EPA for holding this hearing as well as our
officials, comm ssions, and organi zati ons and
everyone here. As a community, we cone together
we neke things happen. And here tonight we have
heard a lot. This is the village of faith. And
faith extends nore beyond the churches, our hones.
Faith and friends, fam |y, neighbors, our
community. | have not seen any faith here that |
can put in this conpany tonight.

(Appl ause.)

MR RINCHICH: It may be a cl eaner pl ant
but there cones a point in time when even in their
own video they site California reducing em ssions.
| say it stops here. W start reducing emni ssions,
not adding them A quarter of the federa
standard. Does that belong here? | don't want it

here. You don't want it here. 200 trucks a day,
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25 trucks an hour, in and out. Barge service.
Pl ant extends so high, well, so do the cranes for
unl oadi ng the barges, guys. Don't tell ne that
local site conditions don't have any visibility
i ssues with the community. They do. W see them
We live here. How many of you do? |Is this in your
back yard? Your industry is where you work. You
punch out. You go hone. W have to live with it.
200 trucks a day in an asphalt plant are 201
sources of point pollution with 650 tons per day as
an average. At 25 trucks an hour, 200 a day,
that's over $20 mllion in sales at $25 a ton
VWere is the econom c benefit to us? | see nothing
but a negati ve.
(Appl ause.)

MR, RINCHICH: | noved to Lenpnt two years
ago because | wanted to raise a famly. There is a
gentl eman on nmy street nmuch |ike Tony. He's lived
here all his Iife. In that time, out of 21 houses
in this 700 bl ock of Hickory Street, M. Myor, 10
of them have sold in two years. People are com ng
peopl e are going. Yes, there are younger people
noving in this conmunity and changi ng and stayi ng.

| intend to stay, and | hope ny neighbors do.
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Nei ghbors. Ganna talked in the
begi nning, first presentation, first person up here
tal ks about being a good neighbor. A request for
extension, you will take it under advi sement?
Gentlenen, that is not a matter of an act of good
faith. This is the village of faith, faith and
friends, famly, neighbors, comunity. You don't
want to be part of this comunity. You are in

search of the dollar. And as a nenber of this

comunity, thank you, no. | will pay you a dollar
to go away. And |I'msure others will, too.
(Appl ause.)

MR. RINCHI CH: CQur village board, our
conmi ssi ons, our econom c devel opnent is geared
towards bringing in clean, |ight industrial
positive economic growh for our comunity that
wi |l support us via tax dollars, support our
schools. A tenporary batch plant does not do that.

Correct nme if I'mwong, M. Myor,
but with the popul ation of approxi mately 14,000 at
$30 per capita on the notor fuel tax, that's |ess
t han $500, 000 that we get fromthe State of
Il1linois each year to maintain our roads. | don't

expect that you are going to give us free asphalt
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to hel p pave our roads.
(Appl ause.)

MR. RINCHI CH: Suffice it to say, | wll
not bel abor the point. | have been in this town
for two years. And | have felt that I'"'mnot a
native Lenonter, but that | had to put sonme tine in
before I could stand up and say sonething.
Gentlenmen, | thank you for the opportunity. And by
far, that's the only good thing I have seen come of
t hi s.

For the EPA, this is the village of
faith. | ama professional public servant working
in another conmunity. You know the burden that
goes with your job as | do. | practice it
professionally every day. | ask that you in a
prof essi onal manner evaluate the testinony. |
t hank you for the extension to receive the report
fromthe village. And | thank you for the input
fromour community. And | ask that you say no.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Theresa Wi ke.
MS. WOKE: |'ma lifelong resident of

Lenont, and | have worked for the past 20 years for
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the American Lung Association. |'ma health
educator, and our goal is the prevention and
control of lung disease. | teach people on a daily
basis not to pollute their bodies and especially
their lungs. And |I'mappalled to learn that | live
in the eighth dirtiest air pollution town in
I1linois. | deal with people whose |lungs are
al ready conprom sed, and adding to this asphalt
plant in Lenont can only increase this danger. Not
only will the em ssions thenselves add to the
al ready dangerous air quality but the |arge
i ncrease in diesel trucks through our town al so
adds nore pollutants to our air.

| believe it is inmportant for you to
say no because of the health of our community and
our kids. | work with people with asthm,
allergies, chronic lung disease all the tinme. |
see what happens to themand their famlies. And
so | need -- | know we need to say no to this.
And on behal f of the Lung Association, our goal and
our notto has always been "If you can't breathe,
nothing else matters.” And | think this is really
an inportant issue.

(Appl ause.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Kathy Henri kson.
MS. HENRI KSON: Well, pretty much
everything that | was going to say has already been
said. But | would just like to thank all the
el ected officials that canme out and their support
inthis matter. | wanted to al so encourage themto
not only give their canpaign spiel here tonight but
toreally follow through with those prom ses. |
know t hey have been working with the county.
understand that Herb Schumann is working on an
anmendnent to the zoning ordi nances. But | would
like to have an opportunity, and |I'm sure the
village would, too, to look at that nore than just
a week before he decides to put it in, which we
have seen in the past.
So | think that downzoning is the key
i ssue here. | think we need to ook at this issue
very seriously as we have heard earlier. And
don't want to say | feel sorry for Ganna because
will be beat up on the way out. But this property
is zoned heavy industry. Ganna cane in here. They
did follow their obligations. And unfortunately,
we didn't downzone it soon enough. So |I'm hoping

that you will understand that you are not wel cone
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here. That as of last -- since |ast year, | nyself
with our citizens group have been | ooking at the
di fferent industries that we are living with here.
And it's nothing personal, but we are living with
enough.

We have your -- Is it M. Mack who
was quoted earlier as saying that he came into an
area that was isolated? Well, at this point it is
i solated. But, you know, many of us that live in
Lenont have been worki ng on open space ideas for
that area. W do have better uses for our valley
area. So at this point |I just would like to say
that all that we want it just seens pretty sinple
tome is we want -- We all love our famlies. W
| ove our community. We want to be able to go about
our daily business, send our children to school
and worship in our churches w thout worrying about
the air that we breathe. And that's all | have to
say. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Rick, |ooks like
C-z-u-n- or -mi-a.
MR, CZUMA: Hi. M nane is Rick Czuna.

I"'mnot really prepared today. | have been living
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in Lenont about six years now. And | notice every
year it seems |like things are getting worse as far
as air quality, water. Now | understand the water
is not the greatest. The levels were pretty high
for toxins. | don't know if the EPA is checking
the water currently. This asphalt, could it get
into our water supply and make it even worse than
it is now? |Is anybody |ooking at this stuff? You
know, once it goes up, it does come down. So
wi sh sonebody would | ook at that also. And | would
like to just say that | don't want this asphalt
plant here. And | think we should | ook at getting
the one that is here out of here.

(Appl ause.)
MR. CZUVA: And | also would like it
cl eaned up or nodernized or sonething. And | would
also like the EPA to take a | ook at the Citgo
refinery to make sure they are in accordance with
the law as well. There is just too nmany things in
this community right now, and | don't want this
t own destroyed.
(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Leonard

Val ent i no.
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Fol ks -- before you begin, sir --
it's 10:30. W will go for another hour tonight.

MR. FORZLEY: My name is Sam Forzley. |'m
speaki ng on behalf of Len Val entino, who had to
leave a little bit earlier. M nane is Len
Valentino. |'ma nmedical doctor. |'ma pediatric
hemat ol ogi st and oncol ogist. | diagnhose and treat
chil dren, adol escents, and young adults with
di sorders of the blood and cancer. M concerns are
with the volatile organic materials including
benzene and ot her organic solvents that will be
rel eased into our environment. These conpounds are
known to cause | eukem a and apl astic anem a, a
failure of the bone marrow, which like | euken a can
take the lives of our children and all who cone in
contact with these very dangerous naterial s.

Pl ease reconsi der the approval of this
plant in Lenont. Besides being a doctor, who has
to Il ook at dying children and their parents, | ama
resi dent of Lenmont and the father of four children
Thank you for your attention.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Lauren Val enti no.

M chael Reddy.
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MR, REDDY: | will take a pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Meg Crowel |

Davi d Mol nar.

MR. MOLNAR: Good evening. Tonight we
heard Ganna di scuss the em ssions of dust and
exhaust in our comunity. And instead of using the
words emnissions, | feel we need to use the
appropriate word of pollution. They claimthey
will be reduced by 25 to 50 percent per NSPS
standards, which still |eaves 50 to 75 percent
pollution. W are limted to 800,000 tons per
year. And as we voiced, you are by far not a
non-for-profit organization. As business
i ncreases, so will your tonnage and next will be
your acreage. W currently have an asphalt plant
in Lenont. And | guess |'mrather stunned to hear
that you want to conpare yourself to that plant and
how we shoul d accept a second. | was curious in
here tonight if we had an opportunity to vote on
that plant how nmany people would |i ke to see that
pl ant | eave Lenont.

(Appl ause.)
MR, MOLNAR: W are expected to believe

that these are acceptable | evels of pollution
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They are al so acceptable |l evels of cyanide,
mercury, or lead; but | don't see anybody testing
the level s that our body can tolerate. W are
already affected by the sem s and si x-wheelers
runni ng through Lenont running on diesel fuel
snmelling up the conmunity, and dealing with the
traffic, let alone how reckless they drive. And we
are al so asked to increase our barge traffic. This
doesn't exclude pollution, it just puts it into our
wat er. How many of your children swmin the
canal? When is the last tinme anybody fished in the
canal ?

You also claimthat this is a very
i solated smal| parcel of land. And I was just
curious here of you gentlenen on how many of you
live in that area. First of all, you know, we also
wanted to know I nean can we get a show of hands of
who is here with your conpany? Are you all with
Ganna or not? There are seven gentl enen?

(I'ndicating.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Let ne interrupt

now. These people are not on trial. This is a
public hearing.

MR. MOLNAR: Well, I'"'mcurious. Wit a
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m nut e.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: No. You wait a

m nute. They don't even have to identify

themsel ves. When we started, | asked themto do
so. Whether they all did or not, | don't really
know.

MR, MOLNAR:  Well, you are right, it's not
i mportant to ne. | was curious in Addison or
Lemont or their other plants, how many of them
lived within a three- or five-mle range of those
areas. This is where our children go to school and
this is where they play.

Lastly, | nean | was rather shocked at
the start of our neeting. | nean we are sitting up
here groveling for a 30-day extension regarding a
review of this. And 355 has been held up for years
for a review of nature, insects, birds, and a study
on what's best for our wildlife.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MOLNAR | can't understand how a
freeway trying to alleviate traffic can be conpared
to our health, our lungs, our children, and why
this is even being considered with our health

matters involved. Wth that, | will pass. Thanks.
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(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Robert Kusel

MR. KUSEL: Good evening. | wll keep ny
remarks very brief. 1n a situation such as this,
the public's right to know i s paranount because
information is power. | would like to state for
the record that nmissing fromthe file available to
the public at the library is correspondence dated
Septenber 7, that to sone extent amends the
application.

Additionally, on October 51 filed a

Freedom of Information request with the Illinois
EPA. | received an inconplete response. M ssing
frommy Freedom of Information request was a site
pl an that better showed the |ocation of the
equi pnent on the site and also missing -- and
think this is inportant -- is a map showi ng the
| ocation of schools, nursing hones, medical care
facilities, and industrial facilities in relation
to the plant, as well as a table which |ists the
facility and approxi nate di stances fromthe plant.
I made a phone call two days ago to the Freedom of
Information section of the Illinois EPA, and |I'm

still awaiting a response.
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Additionally, I would like to read
into the record a statenent fromthe Nationa
School Board Association that |ists as one of the
ten critical threats to children dangers in the

environnent. "Every day -- this statenent goes

"-- children are exposed to known carci nogens,
neur ot oxi cants, neurotoxic substances such as |ead
and nmercury and potentially dangerous pesticides."
I will note parenthetically that |ead and nercury
are in the Ganna em ssions. "These substances,
says the National School Board Association, lead to
serious devel opnmental problens in children and in
extrenme cases even death. Lead, nercury and
pol ychl ori nated bi phenyls, PCBs, are anong the
subst ances suspected of having harnful and perhaps
per manent neurol ogical effects for children."

One of the solutions posed by the
Nat i onal School Board Association is as foll ows:
"For our children, we nust work to protect the air
that we breathe, the water that we drink, and the
land that we live on." | salute all of you tonight
for being there for the children. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Wbuld you give a
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list of the things you requested in the FOA
request to the gentlenen here?

MR, KUSEL: 1'Il be happy to. That is what
was m ssing.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Sue Kamnuda.

MS. KAMUDA: | don't need to speak. | can
put what | do have in witing.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Wonderful .

MS. KAMUDA: And you guys have been
wonderful tonight. | applaud everyone who has cone
out .

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you.
M chel | e Krepps.

FEMALE VO CE: Cone.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER:  Maur een
Headi ngt on.

MS. HEADI NGTON: | " m Maur een Headi ngt on.
And while I'mnot a resident of Lenont, |I'ma

resi dent of neighboring Burr Ridge. And as a

nei ghbor, 1'm concerned about what's goi ng on here.
In an unofficial capacity, |I'mhere also because
amthe vice president of the Illinois Environnental

Council. W are based in Springfield where we have
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been for the last 26 years. And we are the eyes
and ears in Springfield, the watchdogs on any
| egi sl ation that has environnmental inpact, and our
nunbers are growing rapidly. VWhile we used to be
strictly an organization of affiliates |ike the
Anerican Lung Association, the Sierra Club, The
Audobon, our nenbership has taken a change in the
| ast several years. And we now have equal numnbers
of individual and fam |y nenbers who are concerned
about environmental issues.

To give you an idea of just how
preval ent environnental inpact can be, our team
down in the Springfield office in the |ast two
years, this two year cycle of this genera
assenbly, has tracked 905 pieces of potentia
| egi sl ati on that woul d have environnmental inmpact in
this state. This is very, very disturbing. And a
| ot of these are situations where if we know about
them early enough in subconm ttees of house and
senate that we can take care of these things.
Unfortunately, sone of these issues go on to
becom ng law;, and then it's even more difficult to
do sonething about it. And that's why it's

i mportant to know who you are electing to public
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of fice, where their canpaign contributions cone
from And that's all available on our Wb site,

I LENVI RO. ORG.

We do have a nunber of good
| egi slators, though, in the State of Illinois. And
while this isn't in their purview right now, and
appreci ate having sat and |istened to them what we
really need to do in this state is to change the
| aws so that these kinds of situations won't keep
recurring. | have sat through nore public hearings
than | care to recall, and a nunber of these people
ook famliar to ne. They are also the victinms of
having a state with sone of the weakest

environnental laws in the nation

(Appl ause.)
MS. HEADI NGTON: I was not an
environnmentalist till | noved here. | heard a

woman tal k about how she noved from Chi cago.

noved from Chicago to our dream hone to di scover
that the hone that we spent two years in naking our
dream home was three miles froma proposed toxic
waste incinerator that had al ready been

accunul ating its permts, one of 34 such

incinerators during the retail rate | aw, which was
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one of the biggest fiascos ever to hit the State of
Illinois. |If you were going to build and an
incinerator in Illinois, just cone here, and not
only will we allow you to build it and we'l
breathe it but we would subsidize it. And they
were giving every incinerator devel oper who got the
permits 15 to $20 mllion a year guaranteed for
20 years, Illinois tax payer dollars that won't go
to health care, won't go to schools. It was going
to go into incinerator devel oper pockets. It took
years to kill that law, and | wouldn't have known
of it if I didn't nove to the western suburbs and
found, the quote, dream hone.

Interesting, | heard the words
mentioned state-of-the-art. And while |I'mnot an
expert in asphalt, although |I know we have sone
peopl e on our board and staff who would be, these
words are reminiscent to me of during the retai
rate | aw the Robbins incinerator. And | don't know
if you noticed in -- It was in the news about
t hree weeks ago, the Robbins incinerator has been
shut down. This is --

(Appl ause.)

MS. HEADI NGTON: This was an i nci nerator
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whose | ocal constituents had fought it for at |east
seven years. And they got their permts. It was
the only incinerator that got away from us when we

killed the legislation. And I will tell you that

the turning point in the State of Illinois on the
retail rate lawis that so many Illinois residents
called their legislators and said "I want you to

vote the repeal of this legislation."

We had people going to train stations.
It was witten up in an east coast publication that
it was the nost successful anti-incinerator
canpai gn this nation ever saw. Now, my feeling is
if we can do it then it can be done again. And it
was done again a couple years later when -- Maybe
you knew of it, maybe you didn't. Napal m shipnents
coming from California, Fallbrook Naval Center
One of ny friends in the environnental world cane
to ny door with that one. You didn't read about it
in the papers. And in fact, we were told it was a
done deal by people in mlitary uniformin the
department of Navy.

| called a contact in Washington and
asked "What's going on? G ve ne a gl oba

per spective."
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And she said, "My, the big boys know
exactly where to go. They are going to cone from
California." And | raise this because of the
benzene nentioned. And benzene does cause
| eukemia. And the environmental laws in the state
of California are so strong and so tight that they
cannot burn anything that emts benzene there, but
you can in the Mdwest. And so they were going to
put it on trains comng right down this Metra |ine,
goi ng right through the western suburbs, 2,000
pounds of napal mevery day. It was going to happen
over a period of years seven days a week

Once again, environmentalists |ike

yourselves -- | was drafted into this by virtue of
where | lived. It was |local conmmunity, grass root
organi zations. It wasn't the big organizations
that have structures. It was folks |like you who go

to work and tell your neighbors, your coworkers,
your famly, your friends, call this nunber. They
got so nmany phone calls that when -- In fact, on
the retail rate law |l was invited to Springfield.
Governor Edgar held a week of bill review. And he
wanted to meet -- His senior staffer, Al G osboll

wanted to neet with people fromcommunities. |



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

137
asked the question, how many phone calls and faxes
have you received? And | got a nunber and | knew
it wasn't right. But at the end of that neeting we
were told, "You can call your people off. The
governor heard you. We can't run our business, and
we have got a business to run. But our business,
the phones and faxes are tied up all the tine." So
I knew that people were spreading it.

| didn't nmean to turn this into a
primer on grass roots activism but part of why |
canme today is because | have been there. And we
have been through sonme of these things. It doesn't
mean that you win every one of them but | have
seen it where we've won. W won -- In fact, the
train that was com ng through for the Chicago area
wi th the napal mwas turned back in New Mexico
because we were able to stop it with the help of
t he Federal EPA.

And | will tell you that in the case
of Robbins, and not disparaging to these particular
four gentlenen, but Robbins incinerator was
state-of-the-art. Bag house inlet tenperatures
exceeded on so many occasions, | got phone calls in

Burr Ridge fromfolks who heard that | did
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envi ronnental work begging for help. They were
concerned about the snells. They were concerned
about what they were seeing, the enissions that
they -- that they knew were there. And they were
told by the IEPA, "G ve thema chance to let it get
off the ground. They are a new business. And if
you still have these conplaints one year from now,
give us a call."™ Now that's unacceptable.

Totally. And this was a state-of-the-art facility.
The way it was killed is the federal governnent
came in, and they did their own inspection and
found 779 violations of air standards that the
I1linois EPA did not find.

So while this isn't directed to you, |
know t hat Tom Ski nner, we have a new head of the
I1linois EPA. It's a very clear nessage that |EPA
really has to start protecting the people of this
state. | used to think we were protected. They
have as much of an onus on themto protect industry
as they do your health. There is no inperative.
They go by the laws of the state. And the |aws of
the state aren't their fault. They are all of our
faults for allowi ng this to happen.

(Appl ause.)
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MS. HEADI NGTON: |'mgoing to touch on
this. | don't want to take up a lot of tinme, but |
want to just touch on a few things. Blue Cross/
Blue Shield put this out, "Air Pollution Still a
Threat." It went out to all their Medicare
suppl enent carriers in their magazine. W are
losing 3 -- and this is conservative -- 3,000
I1linois residents die every year due to air
pollution. And the cause of death is the
particulates. |It's the small particles that were
earlier nmentioned. Carol Broner inplemented a new
standard. It was tough because industry has fought
this every step of the way. They are stil
contesting it. Not PMLO's, but the really smal
stuff, PM2.5. That's what really enbeds in the
l ungs and causes heart disease, |ung disease.
| am heading up a project called

"Stand Up Safe Lives," and | started it two years
ago. | went to the mayor of Countryside, Carl
Legant, if there is anything environnentally wong,
Carl is -- He always goes to the mat for his
people. So | knew it was a good place to start,

and | also went to my mayor in Burr Ridge who did

simlarly. | found out about these plants that are
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in your mdst. And | don't want you to get so
preoccupied -- This is inportant. And you have to
deal with every one of these as they conme. But
these plants at M dwest Generation are what | have
been working on for the last two years. And what
you are getting out of these plants, it is

absol utely horrendous. The sale that Conkd was

able to inplement this |ast Decenmber -- And | will
tell you that -- | have got a list. [|f anybody
wants it, they can have it. It's on our Wb site.

64 mayors. And | want to conmend the mayor of
Lemont, he was one of the early mayors to stand up
It's called the Stand Up Save Lives canpai gn, and
want to thank you for joining this early on. He
was an environnmental |eader
(Appl ause.)

M5. HEADI NGTON: These are 64
muni ci palities that adopted resolutions calling for
an end of the exenption that's allow ng these old
coal -fired power plants to pollute up to ten tines
nore than newer facilities. There is a |oophole in
the aw that we have to stop. And in addition to
these 60 -- Well, the 64 includes so nmany in the

western suburbs. But | have been clear up to
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Hi ghl and Par k, Waukegan, the Du Page Mayors and
Managers, the West Central Conference of Myors,
the Du Page, Lake and WIIl County boards. And this
thing, there is going to be a hearing on this this
next Wednesday. And you are all invited. Thonpson
Center, if you want, | have sonething on it. W
need to start showing up to these things. This was
one of the best public hearings | have ever been to
in terns of people turn out.

(Appl ause.)

MS. HEADI NGTON: It was touched on about
mercury. | just want to nmention that the nmercury
em ssions, the Nicor situation has brought a |ot of
people's attention to nmercury. W are talking
about sonething that is so highly toxic 1/70 of a
t easpoon of nercury will pollute a 25-acre | ake
Now, what you are getting out of these coal plants,
I don't know what the statistics are exactly on the
projections. | nmean nercury they don't nention in
tons, they --

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |'mgoing to
interrupt you for a mnute. | mean you are talKking
about -- off the subject about coal plants. There

is not that much tine left. Please direct your
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comments to this hearing.

MS. HEADI NGTON:  All right. In ternms of
mercury, be very careful of it because it is so
highly toxic and in such low levels. [|'mnot sure
if there is anything that can be done because of
the way the laws are to actually stop these, this
body, fromissuing a permit. But | think that
what's inportant is if you end up getting this
facility, and 1'm going to make this request, and
hope others do as well, that there be and is there
in the permit anything requiring odor contro
technology in ternms of a requirement or a condition
of the pernmit; and if so, how adequate is it, is it
at regular intervals throughout the facility?

MR, DESAlI: Well, in the case of an asphalt
pl ant, there are about over 180 asphalt plants
being permitted. And to the best of ny know edge,
we have not received any odor conplaint from any of
the asphalt plants.

MS. HEADI NGTON: Well, ny people tell ne
t hat what we can hope for, the best that we can
hope for, if this goes through is enforcenent.

MR. DESAI: Correct.

MS. HEADI NGTON:  And that neans diligent
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enf or cenent .

MR. DESAI: That is correct.

MS. HEADI NGTON:  And if we can have a
requi renent of the odor control because
understand that's one of the primary problens with
asphalt plants, that these folks will then be able
with regular reporting to the village so that when
it's in excess of what it should be they can
i medi ately take action. And we expect you to do
whatever is necessary to nake it --

MR, DESAI: We will definitely take care of

MS. HEADI NGTON:  Ckay.

MR, DESAlI: |If there is an odor problem
after the plant is started, after the -- if they
get the pernmit, and then there is enforcenent
action, the conpany needs to take care of that.
That's the general procedure.

MS. HEADI NGTON:  But | don't want them
waiting a year like they did at Robbins. That's
not acceptabl e.

MR DESAI: Okay.

MS. HEADI NGTON:  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Charl es Engl und.
MR, ENGLUND: That's Charles Englund. |'m
a Lenont resident, and |I'm president of Equestrians
Est at es Homeowners Associ ation. W are very
concerned about the potential pollution from
current and future industrial devel opnent in this
| oner Des Plaines River Valley. Naturally we are
very concerned about the people in the area, the
honmes, the schools that are near this proposed
pl ant and downwi nd of this proposed plant. Mich of
this river valley becane industrial during the
canal buil ding days over 100 years ago. During
that time period, wetlands were considered a
nui sance and were filled in for industrial use.
believe the current environnmental and ecol ogica
t hi nki ng regards wetlands and rivers is val uable
and worth protecting.

Downsi zing to a | ess environnental ly
intense use for this sensitive |and should be done.
Protecting our environmental is very inportant, but
many of our environmental [aws are better at
protecting natural resources than they are at
protecting |ocal people. W already have a new

asphalt plant built by K-Five on Main Street just
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west of Route 83. Mdst of the time when | drive
past the steam and snoke seenms to be coming from
their storage silos instead of their bag house
vent .

Now, how can we be sure that the
pol l uti on control equipnent that's being proposed
will really be used and will renmain at the | ow
| evel s that are predicted before the plant is
built? Qur river valley already has enough
i ndustry with allowed enission |evels, not to
mention if the emi ssion |levels mght exceed those
| evel s. Thank you very nmuch, and please do not
approve this plant.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Jill Adduci

George Arnol d.

Ti m Teddy.

MR, TEDDY: M nanme is Tim Teddy. |'m
community devel opment director for the village.
And as part of the Lenont and the Lenont Township
team that spoke earlier, in the interest of the
time | would like to yield ny spot to the next
speaker. But before | do so, | would like to

request that the nap, the one on the very end that
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shows the rel ationship between the plant and the
sensitive receptors and al so the existing sources
of pollution, be included in the official hearing
record. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Thank you. |Is
there any objection to that map bei ng nmade an
exhi bit?

MR MACK: It's not ours.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: \Whose is it?

MR, MACK: Village of Lenobnt's.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |'m sorry. Then
it will be marked as an exhibit.
Edward F-o0-r-k -- And | can't read
the rest.

MALE VO CE: He left.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Peter Santucci .
Juli e Pignone.

MS. PIGNONE: Hi. M nane is Julie
Pignone. |'ma resident of Lenobnt, been so for two
years. | went to high school at Munt Assis
Acadeny out here and wanted to get married, have a
famly, bring ny famly out to Lenont, the Anerican

dr eam
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My husband and | scrinped and saved
for seven years to build a house in Hirskorn Ridge,
and I'ma registered nurse and an accountant and
both came in handy tonight. | understand the
heal th i npact, being a nurse, on our community and
our kids and al so the accounting aspect of the
mnimal that | have heard all night. | have heard
from Ganna that we are going to put out m nimal
toxins. | have heard fromthe beautiful video
m nimal toxins. Also the | EPA also nentioned the
m ni mal risk.

Wel |, when you add mininmal and mnim
and minimal for all the other plants in this area,
it turns out to be maximum And | have a four-
year-old son, a two-year-old daughter. MW
four-year-old son does go to Happy Hands, which is
going to be a half mle away fromthis proposed
plant. | would just like to say that one of the
saddest days of ny life was getting a flyer that
said that Lenont was the nunber one -- eighth
dirtiest city in lllinois. | was hoping it would
be No. 8 in good schools, No. 8 in good conmunity.
And | never thought we would rank that high for

dirty air. |If this goes through, we are shooting
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for No. 1. So | hope this doesn't happen. | hope
this hasn't all been a waste of our tinme. | hope
you can nmake a difference thanks.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Scott M tram

MR. M TRANI: Thank you very much. M nane
is Jacques Mtrani. |'ma resident here in Lenont,
and |'mnot pleased with the "Pravda" | saw
tonight. Ganna Construction puts up information
that says all, any fumes are captured and fed back
into the burner. Dust is fed back into the m xing
chanber. You have crystal clear exhaust. You put
t hat together, and you have a zero emni ssion
facility.

Wul d EPA agree with that? Crysta

cl ear exhaust, all the dust put back in, all the
fumes put back in. Nothing comes out, right?
Crystal clear exhaust. That's "Pravda." Okay? A
public relations flap for the conpany stands up
here and sells everybody this happy horse stuff. |
don't believe it. The point is if this is a zero
em ssion facility why do they need a permt
application that gives them99 -- 98, 92, 95, give

it one ton, one ton of em ssion per year, if it's a



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

149
zero emission facility? Oherwise, stowit. |
grew up in California. California has got the
strictest this and that. Bal oney. What conpanies
do in California is they get pollution abatenent
credits. Has anyone here figured out how many
pol l uti on abatenent credits this conpany mi ght be
getting or using to get this pernit? 1Is that
permitted in Illinois? |I'mnot a lawer. | don't
know.

The | ady up here, Meg, said sonething
about responsibility of Illinois EPA. To nme you
are a public servant taking public noney to protect
the public. If the mgjority -- I'msorry. \What
country are we in? United States of Anerica,
majority rules. |If the majority says it's wong,
and the vote works out that way, what happens? The
majority wins, right? 1s that right? Should be.
Supposed to be that way, folks. This is not
"Pravda' s" country.

You all want to cone here, and you al
want to put your plant here. You want to stuff it
in the area that you say is okay to stuff it in.
Have you done the cleanup of the site? If the site

is dirty and you start noving things around, you
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are going to increase pollution. The gentleman

t hat nmentioned groundwater, what happens to the

runof f? Open storage of these materials, what

happens to the runoff? Where does it go? It goes

to the ground.

groundwat er .

Gr oundwat er .

Where is that? It goes to
Where do we get our water to drink?

You all want to be good nei ghbors.

Again, if that's what you are here for, then be

good nei ghbors. Take and turn your pollution to

zero. It's a zero emssion facility according to

your "Pravda."

Okay.

think that's all my notes. |

appreciate the time. | expect you, gentlemen, to

take back to your organization to do the job to

Envi ronnent a

protect the public. It is not the Illinois
Permtting Agency. | hate to
but I will because | ama citizen

adnoni sh you,

pay taxes as you do, protect the public. The

police have a job to protect and to serve. Your

job is to protect the public, not to protect

industry. And that's fromthe public's

per specti ve.

Thank you.

If you can't do your job, quit.

(Appl ause.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: M ke Hopki ns.
Anni e Ri caboni ?
That's it, folks. |s anybody here
that would like to ask any questions or make any

comments that | haven't called on?

MR. PREDOVICH: Yes, sir. | would look to
go.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Yes, please

MR, PREDOVI CH: Thank you. [|'m probably
one of the newest residents in Lemont. And | just
heard of this today. It really alarned ne. |

noved out of Lincoln Park to build my dream hone

for ny famly, and | thought | had that unti

today. It was very alarmng. | think what we need
to understand -- We heard a beautiful
presentation. It was brilliant. It was snpoth.

It made it seem okay. But there was hundreds of
people that didn't see it okay. Please don't |ose
sight of that. Presentations can be deceiving.
The truth isn't. W do not want you here. Pl ease.
Don't cone. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
MS. DABARAS: My nane is Jeanette Dabaras.

I"'mgoing to be very brief. | just want to nake
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one point that | don't think has been nade to the
audi ence tonight. And the fact of the matter is
once this permt is issued, if it is issued, and we
have this asphalt plant in town, there is no
nonitoring that's going to go on. | was horrified
to find through other neetings that Citgo is only
nmonitored twice a year -- once every two years by
the EPA. So once you issue this permt, there is
no way that this can be nonitored and that we can
be sure that even the em ssions that have been
stated here tonight is what is going into the air
There are no guarantees. And | don't believe that
you monitor those plants. | think they nonitor
t hensel ves by submitting information to you. |Is
t hat not correct?

MR, DESAlI: |If this plant is permtted and
if they decide to construct, then they also are
required to performa conpliance test to show
whet her they are in conpliance with the applicable
regul ations and the permt limts.

MS. DABARAS: And how often do they have

MR, DESAlI: | believe they are being

visited twice a year.
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Ms. DABARAS: And do they performthe test
and subnit the information to you?

MR. DESAI: Based on the performance test,
they are required to nmaintain the recordkeepi ng of
what they -- what trade they are processing, how
much gas they use, and there are other paraneters.
And based on that paranmeter, the report has to be
submitted with the Illinois EPA

MS. DABARAS:. But there is no nonitoring?
Nobody goes out to see what's actually happening at
that plant or to investigate the records?

MR, DESAlI: It's being visited twice a
year.

MS. DABARAS: It is visited twice a year?

MR, DESAlI: Twice a year for the purpose of
i nspection if it's being in operation in a proper
manner or not.

MS. DABARAS: And is that report published
anypl ace, or is there any type of enforcenent that
if they were not conplying that they woul d have
to --

MR. DESAI: After naking a visit, the
i nspector will prepare the report on that and the

report is inthe file and is available in a Freedom
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of Information request.

MS. DABARAS: It's not published in the
papers or anything?

MR. DESAI: It is a public -- Any docunent
the EPA has is a public information.

MS. DABARAS: |f they don't conply, are
they subject to any fines?

MR. DESAl: |f | understand your question
properly, if any public requests for the copy of
the report, it will be made available to them

MS. DABARAS: |f they are not conplying, if
it's found that they are not conmplying, is there
any teeth in that inspection?

MR, DESAlI: |If they are not in conpliance,
then there will be an enforcenment action taken
agai nst the conpany and with the pollution --
enforcenent action will be filed and the Pollution
Control Board as a law court in the State of
Il1linois, they will fine, the penalty.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: | will expand on
that. What the Agency does if there is a violation
detected they first notify the all eged viol ator
neet with the alleged violator, and try and correct

the violation without bringing enforcenent action
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If the violation is not corrected, then it's
referred for enforcenent, an enforcenent action is
brought, the Attorney Ceneral prosecutes the case.

M5. DABARAS: How | ong does all that take?
And do they continue to pollute during that period?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: It could take a
consi derabl e anount of tine.

M5. DABARAS: Thank you. | would ask that
the permt not be issued. Thank you.

MR. ARENDOVI CH: Peter Arendovich. 1'ma
resident in Lenont Township. And based on this
permt issuing and things like that, | have sone
experience when | was living in Cicero. There was
a copper, copper plant. And they were polluting
the air pretty badly. And every so often the wi nd
was conming my way. | call themup, "Hey, do
sonet hing about it." Nothing was done. W filed a
| awsuit against them And so we had the hearing
and all that thing, and nothing was done about it.
And | pass by a few days ago, | pass by a few days
ago, and nothing. It still snmells in that area.
I"minterested in that area because | have property
there.

So the thing is, you folks don't have
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any teeth in anything. Besides, | have inquired as
a -- Wen | have nmade a conplaint, about
sonmething, well, fromhere fromthe Illinois EPA

from Maywood or whatever that thing is, they said,
"Well, we don't have enough people to send.”

Li sten, you don't have enough peopl e when the guy
is venting out everything out. You cannot send
them there. You don't have anything to nonitor

t hat .

Now, let ne tell you ny experience
working with the industry. Wen we knew that there
was conming a test, that the conpany was subjected
to a test, "Okay, folks in the Iab, don't throw
anyt hi ng down the sink today. Don't throw anything
down the sink." And so they canme, they took the
sanple. Ww, we are clean like a whistle. That's
how it works. That's how it worked. You guys, if
sonebody were conpl ai ni ng sonet hi ng, hey, they
are -- W are they are only two, three people for
all the state. W don't have the personnel. So
the thing is if these folks were start to pollute
and vent and so on, you guys will do nothing. Sane
as the copper conpany in Cicero or Stickney. It is

still polluting. And |I'mhere already ten years.
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And our conplaint was ten years ago, and they stil
do the sane thing. And if they nove in, they wll
do the sane thing. Because you guys don't have any
teeth. Okay. That's it.
(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: One minute. You
have al ready spoken. Let ne first --
MR. REDDY: | have a question
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Well, let ne
first ask if there is anybody el se that hasn't
spoken that has any conments or questions.
MR. REDDY: | would like to. | changed ny
mnd. | will be quick. M nane is M ke Reddy.
| have had this thought all evening,
and | decided | would cone up and say it and
would just like to ask a question. |In the early
part of the evening, | think there was probably
maybe 500 people in here including the children
Has anybody seen anybody in this entire auditorium
tonight light up a cigarette? Wiy is that? It's
because the rules go towards the majority. The
i ndividual is not as inportant as the majority.
And that's the case here. All these people, nobody

wants this plant here, nobody. The strong show ng
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that came in tonight should show you peopl e what

this majority cares about, not the individual

Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
MR, GRAND: Phil Grand. 1'mgoing to be
brief as well. Cbviously, there are a few things

have | earned tonight. A couple |I talked to, sone
of people in the hallway, a gentleman by the nane
of the Frost | believe, | understand that you're
engi neers, and |like engi neers your job depends on
technical data. W here for the npst part are |ay
people. W are people that go to work every day,
you know, raise our famlies. W just want the
basi c necessities.

| don't know if you are aware, but we
do have a situation that came up a couple years ago
regardi ng health of our children. W had an
unusual ly high nunmber of I'mtold | eukeni a cases
that have popped up. This was in the papers. It
was about eight cases. Oakwood School. And that
ki nd of was hushed up. | just hope that we are not
on the verge, you know, God forbid, you know,
anot her Loves Canal and sonething |like that that

have happened in other parts of our country.
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I'"'ma veteran. | served ny country
four years when | was called upon. | always felt
that that's one thing great about Anerica, of the
peopl e, by the people, and for the people. 1'm
sure if we would put this on the local voter
referendumthat this, in fact, would not be
approved tonight fromthis overwhel m ng majority.
I don't know what | everage we have to use at this
point. But whatever |everage we have, we shoul d by
al |l neans use.

| still know that there are two
governnment al bodies that we have to put nore
pressure on. Cbviously, one is the Water
Recl amation District, who has the | and and who
i ssues the permit. The other is the Cook County
board, the zoning board. So when we |eave here
tonight, let's not forget what was done here
tonight. W need to get to those two governnent al
bodies. W need to make sonme phone calls. W need
to wite sone letters. You know, we need to tw st
some arms; but we are not going to let this issue
di e.

You know, it's a shane that big

busi ness has a way of rolling over the people of
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this country. You know, we are the people. You
know, we are the ones that this is all for. And it
woul d be nice if Ganna would step up and say, gee
we are not wanted here, nothing personnel
gentlenen, we'll take our business el sewhere. The
peopl e have spoken. It doesn't work that way, even
in a freedom denocracy such as the great United
St at es.

So we still have some work cut out
for us. W appreciate you com ng here. W
appreciate the extension of tine. | would |ike
anot her six nmonths or a year to be honest with you
but, you know, we will take any extension we can
get. But | know we have to have sonme technica
data that you are going to analyze in your part.
But we al so have to do the other part, which is
contact those two boards, put alittle nore
pressure.

So thank you for the tine tonight.
And gentl enmen, you know, | hope there is a little
bit of heart and conpassion in your decision and
realize there is a lot of children here. And al
they want is their future. So if we are the eighth

dirtiest state in Illinois, as |I'm hearing tonight,
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which I"'ma little surprised to hear that. Let
that be a figure al so.

Al'so, | would like to ask one nore
thing. | talked to an engi neer tonight that was
here. W are going to put a nonitor | believe on
this school. He said that a better or another
monitoring site mght be a possibility, if that's a
possibility. | would like to see that maybe in the
old quarry school. That's a bigger school. It is
up on a higher piece of ground, and | think the
readi ngs there might be significantly different.
And nmaybe one or two nore nonitoring spots would
gi ve you nore accurate information in which to base
your decision. So please consider a couple nore
nonitoring sites on higher terrain because Lenont
is a very high and low terrain, you know, town.

Appreci ate everybody's tine tonight.
Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |Is there anybody
el se here that hasn't spoken here tonight that
wi shes to?
MR VICK: M nane is Randy Vick, and I'ma

resi dent of Lenont. | have heard a | ot of
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expertise. And ny expertise, ny training is an art
therapist. And | learn to | ook at inmages and find

in them what people don't intend to be there. This

first picture, | see this pink arrow which is
supposed to be the direction of the towm. |It's
also the direction of the prevailing wind. 1In the

far image created by our village, if you | ook at a
profile, use that single red dot as an eye, and you
see the noise pointing upward and you see this big
nmouth with that |ine being drawn and what is being
rammed down our throats, and | think that's
i mportant for us to recognize as wel |

(Appl ause.)

MR, VICK: The political will that's here
tonight has to continue. W recognize that this is
one battle. But we have many nore dirty industries
and probably many nore | ooking to cone in, and we
cannot forget the nonentum that was brought here
tonight. And we heard a very pretty picture
painted with very pretty videos about what this is.
And even at its prettiest we don't want that.

(Appl ause.)
MR. VICK: And even if we were to believe

that prettiest picture, and | think you understand
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that we don't, we have heard a | ot about this. And
even in the newspaper, five enployees. W have
nore than that in spin doctors here al one tonight.
And so please recognize that | don't think that we
can believe anything we are hearing about this.

And | didn't hear tonight anyone fromthis floor
come up and say please give us this one and nore
like it, and that has to be noted as well. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |s there anyone
el se that hasn't spoken yet tonight?

MR. ARIANA: Ron Ariana. Just | think it's
interesting that we referred to this plant severa
times as a tenporary facility, yet we are tal king
here about issuing a lifetinme operating permt,
kind of ironic. M question really to you
gentlemen is on behalf of everybody el se here, a
| ot of diehards | think that are staying for the
end, what now? | would |ike to know what happens,
what's the process. And specifically, | would like
to understand the process that you go through now
Are you just going to look at the legal facts? |Is

that what your directive is? And | understand
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there are laws that guide you in terns of how you
review these things. |s your process that you
sinmply ook at the legal facts and nake sure if
everything is in compliance, | don't have any
other -- there aren't any |egal things out of place
here that you are forced into operating or issuing
the permit; or these gentlenen are going to sue
you? O is there any subjectivity that is allowed,
and is all that that we have done tonight going to
make any difference?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Well, let ne
answer first. |If anybody else at the table wants
to, I wish they would. What happens fromthis
point onis we will eventually get a transcript of
these proceedings. The record is going to renain
open | think we have said until Novenber 28. Okay.
VWhatever the date is, | will give it before we
adjourn. But the record will remain open for a
period of tinme. During that period of tine,
anybody is welcone to nake witten submi ssions. At
the close of the record, all of that has to be
consi dered by our permit engineers in nmaking their
final decision. They need enough tine to review

it. Mtters like this, voluni nous material cones
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into the Agency, in addition to the permt
application, which I'msure is volum nous. And so,
hopeful Iy, our people will have an adequate anpunt
of time to review everything thoroughly and then
make a final decision. Their decision can be to
grant the permt, to deny the permt, or to change
the permit as it now appears in its draft form

From a | egal perspective, the Agency
is not free to depart fromthe law. And the | aw,
which is in the formof statutes and regul ations,
the statutes, of course, adopted by the state
| egi slature, the regulations by a state Agency
called the Pollution Control Board. W are bound
by law to follow their rules and regulations in
maki ng our permit determnation. So that if there
are rules and regul ati ons or federal rules and
regul ati ons that apply as to how much em ssions can
be all owed over which no permt can be granted,
under which a pernmit can be granted, the Agency is
nore or |ess bound to follow the | aw.

Does that answer your question?

MR MTRANI: | would --
MR, VICK: Therefore, you --

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: You have to stand
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up and identify yourself.

MR MTRANI: |'m Jacques Mtrani, and
woul d I'ike to ask you a question on what you j ust
sai d.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Sure.

MR. M TRANI: The gentleman | believe asked
you i s what we have done here tonight going to be
part of the consideration. What you | think
believe you just said is they must consider the
data, the set, the pernmit and the |law, and the
rules, the law, and Pollution Control Board rules.
You have said nothing that they have to consider
one word any idea individual has said in this
neeting, is that correct?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: No. That's
wr ong.

MR. MTRANI: You didn't mention that,

t hough. He asked you a specific question about
this process and our -- Can you answer the
gentl eman' s question?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Well, | thought |
did but I will try to elaborate again. Everything
that was said here tonight is taken into

consi deration. You know, we have fanilies and
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children also. W consider everything that is
said. When we nmeke our permt decision, we have to
make a decision in accordance with the law. W are
a nation of laws. That's the bottomline.

MR. ARIANA: |I'mnot sure if that really
answered the question.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Well, let nme add
sonmething else to that.

MR ARIANA: Can | be very direct with it?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: This was al | uded
to earlier, too

MR. ARI ANA: Let ne give you an exampl e and
maybe that will help. You go through the process.
Everything is in order, all the -- it fits within
the regul ati ons, under the levels, what this is
goi ng to happen, yes, we are going to regulate, we
are going to nonitor and conme slap sonebody's hand
if it doesn't work right, and all this kind of
thing, but your inner sense tells you this is
wrong. Your inner sense says that even though
there m ght not be a law that allows us to add nore
pollution to a heavily polluted area your inner
sense says, gee, this is wong. All these people

were here tonight and said this is wong, we don't



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

168
want it, it's already terrible. Can you use that?
Can you use that in nmaking a decision?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: | nean we al
have emptions |ike everybody else, but the
bottom-- But we have to follow the law. | nean
an i nner sense beconmes individualistic. | my have
an inner sense as to what is right or wong. |
can't ask a | aw enforcenent to enforce sonething
because | have an inner sense it's wong. He has
to follow the | aw as we have to follow the [ aw, and
that's the bottomline. | couldn't nmake it any
cl earer.

MR. ARENDOVI CH: That neans it's all a
waste of tine. It's a waste of tine. Al the
thing is just a show, nothing el se.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Well, it's not a
waste of tinme. Very often what conmes out of these
types of hearings are that the permt people go
back and take a harder | ook at -- Very often we
are presented with new information that we didn't
have before, and the permts then that will be
granted in those cases are changed fromthe way
they are originally given as a draft permt. So,

yes, the input really does nake a difference.
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Now, if sonebody at the Agency had a
gut feeling, well, that industry doesn't belong in
that particular |ocation so we are not going to
give thema permt, that industry is going to sue
and that industry is going to win because the | aw
is on their side.
Let me make just nake this -- This
Was brought up a nunber of tines, that the people
that affect the |laws are your legislators and the
people that sit on the regul atory Agency that
adopts the laws, which is the Pollution Contro
Board. A lot of tines people get very involved and
enotional. You go home and your problemeither is
or is not solved, but sonebody 50 niles away has a
probl em but now you forgot it because your problem
is resolved one way or another. It takes everybody
wor ki ng together to create a clean environnent and
t hat neans you have to give us the |laws to enforce
because we are an enforcement Agency.
MR, MAHER. M. Hearing Oficer. M ke
Maher. Just one matter of clarification. You
i ndi cated that the deadline for subm ssion of
public comrent is continued till -- extended to

Novenber 28. But just to confirmthat the city can
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submt its report as of Decenber 20, correct?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Yes. You are
absol utely correct.

MR. MAHER: And one other issue or one
point I would like to nmake on this last issue is
this: These folks here are linted in ternms of
what they can do. And what they do basically is
they |l ook at the four corners of the docunent
that's submitted to them and they determ ne
whet her or not all the T's have been crossed and
all the |I's have been dotted.

However, the definition of pollution
in Illinois includes an evaluation of whether the
T's have been crossed and the |I's have been dotted
in conjunction with existing pollution sources.
That is exactly what the city intends to eval uate
and submit information on. Because we believe that
t he conbination of Ganna in addition to a healthy
background | oad of contam nation is such that you
are going to have air pollution, and we are going
to create a record that we are able to survive on
in the event of an appeal. And that is the issue
that the city is focused on, and that's exactly

where we are going on that study. Thank you very
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much.
(Appl ause.)
MR, GONZALES: M nane is Brian Gonzal es.
| have lived in this town for 13 years. | married

a girl who was born in this town. M kids live in
this towmn. And ny famly who |I'm now affiliated
with is five generations in this town.

I look at the situation as we have the
eighth worst air pollution in Illinois. That's
determ ned by the ambunt of zip codes that are in
this state. There are probably hundreds of zip
codes in this state. The fact that we are the
ei ghth worst air pollution in this state tells us
one thing, this should be our day of reckoning.
This is when we turn it around, and this is when we
say no more. We will get better than eight. W
will get above ten, and we will continue to get
better. We will not go the other way. W have
been too | ackadai sical, obviously, in our past to
allow this to occur. So it's time we turn it
around, we get together, and we stay together

And unfortunately, the people from
Ganna have tried to make a good decision in putting

their plant in an area where it's not too cost
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effective -- or cost effective for themto do so.
They have chosen the wong place. There are
several hundred other places they could put it
where pollution isn't as high, and they won't
create as nmuch additional pollution that we can't
take or further accept. So we are sorry. W don't
want to be a community that doesn't allow
busi nesses to come and thrive in Lenont. But it's
cone to a time now where your type of business is
no | onger welcone in our town. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Sonebody el se
wanted to speak.

MR, PREDOVIC. | wanted to clarify
something. Borris Pretovic. | just want to
el aborate on sonmething a little bit if | my. [|I'm
sorry to come up here for a second tine. It just
seens |like | don't have ny thoughts quite wel
together as | should, but | realize one thing. The
conpany that's asking for us to be so
under st andi ng, they hired top guns to present their
case. | want to reiterate, you guys don't even
really work for the conpany. You are just

consultants. And now what we need is we need sone
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gui dance and we are |looking to you to tell us what
approach beyond what we are doing now will give us
a true opportunity to win this. | don't think any
one of us is here because we wouldn't want to be
honme with our famlies. | think it conmes down to
we are looking for direction. W are |ooking for
strength in masses. |It's all these honmeowners that
care about where we |ive

This is just a matter of maki ng noney.
To us it's not about that. |It's about living in
happy healthy famlies. Wat we need is we need
some gui dance. W are doing our very best. W are
asking and being polite for alittle extension. It
seens |i ke we shouldn't have to beg for those
things. | thank you for all the things you have
done for us, but | still feel I'mleaving here
Wi thout a true direction what it's going to take
for us to win. Maybe you can el aborate on that.
think we are all really eager to hear that. Thank

you very much

(Appl ause.)
MR, KUSEL: | have a question. Robert
Kusel. It's ny understandi ng, gentlenen, that the

federal EPA has currently enbarked on a programto
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| ower the amounts of benzene as hazardous air
pollution ingredients in the air. |s that correct?

MR. DESAI: [|I'mnot famliar about that.

MR. KUSEL: Then |I would ask that you check
into that. M understanding is is that one of the
hazardous air pollutants that Ganna will emt is
benzene. And what | would ask you is this, has the
federal EPA enmbarked on a programto |ower the
anount of benzene in the air? What are the risks?

MR, DESAI : Okay. Federal governnent is
| ooking into several chemicals to | ower the nunber
to be acceptable level. But if | understand
correctly, benzene is also one of them

MR, KUSEL: My understanding, sir, is that
there is no acceptable level, that benzene is known
as a very dangerous chemical. And ny question
specifically to the Illinois EPAis if we know that
children are already put at risk by the benzene
that is currently in the air, then, why, please,
tell me, would we allow another polluting industry
into an area that's already burdened?

I woul d expect that you woul d address
that in your responses, or | would invite you to

now. | think these folks would |ike to know. | f
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kids are already put at risk, how can the Illinois
EPA acting in its capacity as guardi ans all ow
anot her polluting industry to further dirty the air
that these children and fol ks breathe? Help nme
understand that, please.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: [|'m not a
techni cal person, but -- So | will give you a
| aymen's explanation as | understand it.

MR, KUSEL: But excuse nme, we are dependi ng
on you for the science.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: We have the
scientists here, and it will be addressed in the
response summary.

MR, KUSEL: Okay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: The federa
government has done massive research with regard to
the health effects of all different kinds of
pollutants. A lot of people tal ked about them here
tonight. And there is, you know, nmsses and nmasses
of all kinds of figures. The Iinmts have been
steadily -- The limts are steadily being brought
down as to what is and is not permssible. | think
in part is because they are | earning nore and nore

as to the effect of pollutants. And also they are
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| earning nore and nmore as to how to contro

pol lutants, pollution control devices. The

governnment also will, I'm sure has

their mnd, if we had no pollution,

in the back of

t hat woul d be

wonderful. |If nobody drove to work and didn't use

a car, that would be great. |f nobody cooked on

their stove or had a boiler to keep their house

warm that would be great.

So on the other side of the coinis

there is a certain anmount of industry that we al

want. There is a certain anount of things we use.

We may not want themin our backyard, but we want

their services. | imagine the federal governnent

wei ghs all these. Certainly if they find a

pollutant that they know is going to cause

i medi ate harm they do away with it, or they limt

it, or they have a pollution control device to

control it. | don't know if this makes sense, but

I think froma laynmen's perspective | think that's

the way it works.

MR, KUSEL: So then ny question to you

woul d be this, sir, if the federa

EPA has i ssued

gui dance with regard to the levels that it

currently determ nes as acceptabl e,

woul d t he
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[Ilinois EPA utilize those in its decision as to
whet her or not to grant Ganna a pernmt?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: | woul d assune
so.

MR, DESAlI: This Ganna permt is based on
all the existing regulations and is in conpliance
with that. Now, you nentioned about the benzene
bei ng unacceptabl e or very dangerous. Benzene
exi sts at several places. For exanple, gasoline
tank you fill out in the cars, gasoline contains an
anount of benzene and tol uene and xyl ene, which are
agai n considered toxics. Wen you fill out your
gas tanks, you are breathing exactly the sane
thing. And those things at much hi gher |evel than
you would find in the atnosphere.

MR, KUSEL: W th respect, sir, |
woul d just --

MR. DESAlI: Let nme finish that.

MR. KUSEL: O course.

MR, DESAlI: That's not today. That's been
happeni ng 20, 30 years ago. Today we have -- At
| east in the Chicago area, you have gasoline in the
di spensing facility that's equipped with a stage

one and stage two air quality, which reduces your
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em ssions considerably when you fill out the
gasoline tank. So steps are being taken. Whether
they are taken to reduce the em ssions to zero
| evel , maybe not. Maybe that day will be com ng
some day. But today there is definitely a |ot of
i mprovenent fromthe way they things were in 1970
and what the things are today.

MR, KUSEL: My question would be -- |I'm
sure you gentlenen are famliar with sonething
call ed the precautionary principle, which
essentially says that if you think that a substance
can do harmthen the people get the benefit of the
doubt. I'mnot sure if |I'mhearing tonight that in
this case they do. It sounds like Ganna will be
allowed to emit sonething along the |ines of
3 pounds an hour, 3 pounds -- The statistics are
out there. And |I'm wondering, and | woul d just
suggest that what these folks want to know is if
the air is already dirty here, if the children are
al ready at risk, then how can the Illinois EPA in
good consci ence regardl ess of regul ati ons, how can
you as the guardians of the folks issue this
permt. That would be nmy question to you. Thank

you.
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(Appl ause.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |Is there anybody

el se that would like to speak this evening?
Okay. As stated earlier --

MR. DVORAK: May |?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Yes, you may.

MR, DVORAK: M nane is Tony Dvorak. | sat
here very quietly this evening, and | really don't
have any notes. But | guess sort of sone
observations, | think that nost of the people that
are sitting here fromthe EPA are associated with
the air branch; is that correct?

MR. DESAI: That's correct.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: Mdst are. |I'm
not .

MR. DVORAK: So, therefore, when you read
the application, what you are really going to be
evaluating and regulating is just sinply going to
be the air emi ssions as opposed to other types of
i ssues that have been raised this evening by the
peopl e.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: You are correct.

MR, DVORAK: | would also ask if you are

going to look at the facility, are you only going
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to look at the facility itself as a point source?
There have been a number of issues that were raised
toni ght that there are going to be a nunber of
nonpoi nt source air emtters associated with this
facility.

MR, DESAlI: It will be on a point source
basi s.

MR. DVORAK: So the issue of dust and truck
traffic and em ssions from di esel engi nes are not
at issue?

MR. DESAI: Truck traffic on the road is
definitely not an issue here.

MR. DVORAK: Then as you do your
eval uation, | guess | would be curious to know if
the em ssions fromthis facility that you are going
to regulate, are they going to be the sane if this
were to be proposed to be cited in a farmarea in
central Illinois?

MR, DESAI : I"'msorry. | don't understand
your question.

MR. DVORAK: The enissions, the limts that
you are inposing on the facility on a per hour, per
day, whatever, are they the sane for Lenont as it

woul d be for the central part of Illinois in an
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agricultural area?

MR, DESAlI: For the type of pollutants that
Ganna is enmitting, it will be the sane because the
em ssions are for purpose of -- for sulfur dioxide,
carbon nonoxi de, and nitrogen oxide, which are
consi dered as attainnent area for the Lenont and
for the area, surrounding area.

MR. DVORAK: So, therefore, it's the sane.
And you are saying it's an attai nnent area.
guess |'m kind of curious, too, about the type of
i ndependent evaluation that will be conducted
relative to the operation of this facility. And
guess the other issue is that over and over again
peopl e have been conmenting about the current air
quality situation here in Lenont. And it would
seemto ne that when you add a source to sone
background concentration the only way you are going
to determ ne whether or not you are going to have
some problens or health effects of that is if you
do sone kind of dispersion nodeling. And you are
tal king about an area that's a valley. And in
val | eys we think about inversions, we think about
concentrations that can be increased because of

that. | guess what | would like to know is what
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type of independent verification, what type of
nodel ing are you going to do, and are you going to
conpare that to background as you | ook at the
permt and make your deci sion?

MR, DESAlI: Normally we do the nodeling
work for the very last sources that are subject to
the prevention of significant deterioration. The
| evel that the Ganna is emtting is not considered
as a mgjor em ssion source. |If, as | nentioned
earlier in ny statement, that we do have anbi ent
air nmonitoring station in -- | believe in Lenont
whi ch neasures the sul fur di oxi de and ozone which
shows attai nment of the air quality, which is bel ow
the anbient air quality standards.

MR. DVORAK: So the comment that was made
kind of very early that kind of past by all of us
when you said that Ganna is reducing their
enm ssions so that they would no | onger be a major
source, | assune that that by doing that they are
avoi di ng your further and deeper analysis and
nodel i ng by going at a | ower |evel?

MR. DESAlI: That's correct.

MR, DVORAK: Ckay. Well, | guess | would

say that | would encourage you to consider the
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situation in Lenont and the current air quality and
per haps make an exception relative to how you dea
with this permt. | would encourage you to | ook
very carefully at the em ssions that are going to
be comng fromthis facility, that you | ook very
carefully at what the background concentrations
are. And | would encourage you to not follow your
rul es, that you consider an exception based on the
current air quality within Lenont.

Now, I"'mtrying to be fairly specific
because | know that the question that was raised
earlier was are you going to deal with all the
comments that the people have made this evening.
And | have a feeling a |lot of us are going to see
in the response to conments "out of scope."

MR. DESAI : That is correct. We will be
recei ving the responsiveness summry, and that will
be al so published and given to every people that
has regi stered here.

MR, DVORAK: So the answer to your question
really is the fact that all these other issues that
you have brought up, when you expect to get a

comment back, it's going to say "out of scope."”

And | woul d encourage you when you
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respond and wite your conments that you be very
speci fic, that you make demands, and that you
really focus your coments on air, air quality, and
the air permit. Because if you comment on anyt hing
else, it's out of scope. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MS. KAMUDA: Excuse ne. Can | say

sonet hing just real quickly? Sue Kanmuda. Keep up
the monmentum  For one second don't think you
didn't do something. Even if the |IEPA nust issue a
permt, you have told these people sonething
toni ght very clearly. You have told themthat you
won't be a good nei ghbor. Renenber that. You have
told themthat you will sue themif you snell them
You have told themto watch out for their trucks.
You have done sonething here tonight, and you
shoul d be really proud of yourselves. And keep it
up and keep infornmed. Keep |earning. And go hone
and keep thinking about it and don't think for a
second that you should let up because the IEPA is
going to have to issue a pernmt. You have done a
great thing. Keep it up

(Appl ause.)

MR. ARENDOVI CH: Just | ast question. Let
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me ask it this way to the EPA. | nean this is a
dead horse, | see it. But to the EPA, let's say
this way, we are nunber eight. Suppose that we get
to be nunmber one. At what point is the EPA going
to shut down the town or shut down the area? "Hey,
this is an area that you cannot |live anynore." At
what point will that be? |Is there a point like
that or not?

MR, DESAlI: That's a very hypotheti cal
guestion. | don't think | can answer that.

MR. ARENDOVI CH: There is a number one,
since we are eight, so there nust be a nunber one.

MR. DESAI : Right. There is always nunber
one.

MR, ARENDOVI CH:  Yes.

MR, DESAlI: There is always nunber two.

And it's very difficult to answer. How can you
answer the question |like that?

MR, ARENDOVICH: Well, the thing is ny
guestion is at some point since you are regulating
the air, at sone point that you say this is not
livable anynore, when is that point? | mean what's
the concentration of pollutants has to be that

you -- Well, it's not |ivable anynore.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: | don't have an
answer for that.

MR. ARENDOVI CH: Ckay. That's it then
Then, hey, to issue a permt, as long as the person
goes through the procedure, and we put a big show,
and this show doesn't nean anything then, that's
it. It's a dead horse. The people have the permt
according to the law and we just frustrate
ourselves. That's it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |Is there anybody
el se this evening that would like to make any
conment s?

The record for comments will remain
open until Novenber 28th of this year. That neans
the comments have to be postmarked by Novenber 28,
by m dni ght Novenber 28 of this year. And the
record will stay open until Decenber 22 for the
city's technical subm ssion.

And there was an exhibit, that No. 3,
that was offered. |'mnot sure which one it is.

MR, MAHER: Would you like to include it in
the record now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: It will be

included in the record. | just want it in the
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record so we can mark it. Yes. | would like it.
MR, MAHER: All right. W wll get it
ri ght now
MR. RECTOR: | think you said the 22nd of
Decenber. Previously you said the 20th. |'mjust
asking for a clarification.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: |I'msorry. |
correct nyself, it is Decenber 20.
MR. MAHER: This is Exhibit 3.
(Docunent marked as Exhibit No. 3
for identification as of 10/13/00.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SELTZER: | want to thank
you all for your participation. And everybody that
has filled out a card and supplied us with their
address will get a copy of the responsive sumary.

Thank you.

(Which were all the proceedi ngs
had in the above-entitled

cause.)
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STATE OF ILLINOS )
) ss.

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

I, JANICE H HEI NEMANN, CSR, RDR, CRR
do hereby certify that | ama court reporter doing
business in the State of Illinois, that |I reported
in shorthand the testinony given at the hearing of
sai d cause, and that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of ny shorthand notes so taken

as af oresaid.

Jani ce H. Hei nemann, CSR, RDR, CRR
Li cense No. 084-001391
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