217/782-2113

April 7, 2000

Citizens for a Better Environment

Attn.: Joanna Hoelscher

407 South Dearborn, Suite 1775

Chicago, IL  60805

Dear Ms. Hoelscher,

This letter is in response to your comments dated February 28, 2000 on the Illinois EPA’s draft Clean Air Act Permit Program permit for the Ford Motor Vehicle Assembly Plant at 12600 South Torrence Avenue in Chicago. The Illinois EPA has made a decision to issue the permit. Below are the Illinois EPA’s responses to the comments in your letter.

Pollution Prevention

Illinois has chosen to take a voluntary approach to pollution prevention. As such, the Illinois EPA’s Office of Pollution Prevention approaches facilities about initiating pollution prevention projects. Because of the voluntary nature of the program, at this time there is no concerted effort by any of the Illinois EPA Bureaus (Air, Water, or Land) to incorporate pollution prevention into the permit process. However, pollution prevention practices may be already incorporated into some of the permit regulations, such as for coating or dry cleaning operations. 

Pollution prevention efforts on an individual basis may allow a company to reduce emissions and therefore indirectly effect permitting. However, pollution prevention projects are rarely added as conditions to permits, allowing companies flexibility to make business decisions. Finally, the Illinois EPA has no regulatory authority to incorporate pollution prevention guidelines into a permit. The company receiving the permit would need to authorize pollution prevention guidelines being added to their permit. If you would like a company to start a pollution prevention project, you should contact the company and the Illinois EPA’s Office of Pollution Prevention.

Emission sampling provisions

Requiring that Ford maintain records regarding material usage and operating practices allows for a determination of emissions from the company’s use of solvent. The solvent used has a determined volatile organic material and hazardous air pollutant content. All of the VOM and HAP is emitted. Accurate records of solvent usage will allow the Illinois EPA to determine the amount of VOM and HAP lost to the atmosphere.

Section 3.1.1

The federal regulations are written so that insignificant activities must be looked at individually rather than in the aggregate. 

Section 5.2.4

The Illinois EPA has confirmed that the facility does not need to submit a Risk Management Plan. The wording of the CAAPP will be changed to reflect that.

Section 7.6

The permit was drafted using the currently proposed variance. The CAAPP permit will be modified if the final variance differs from the currently proposed variance. The CAAPP permit will also need to be modified if the variance is not granted.

Thank you for your comments. If you have any questions please contact me at 217/782-2113.

Sincerely,

Bradley Frost

Office of Community Relations 

cc.
Jim Janssen, Office of Pollution Prevention


Victor Crivello, Pullman Civic Organization


Marian Byrnes, South East Environmental Task Force


Jeff Tangle, South Cook County Environmental Action Coalition 

