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HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: MWy nanme is Brad
Frost. I'mwith the Illinois Environmenta
Protection Agency, and |I'm acting as the Agency
hearing officer tonight. | want to thank you al
for com ng.

We are here tonight to discuss a draft
federally enforceable state operating pernit for
Giffith Laboratories. | have Agency staff here,
and |1'm going to have themintroduce thenselves in
a second. They are going to be discussing what the
FESOP is and what this conpany specifically is. W
al so have nmenbers of the conpany here tonight.

They are going to neke a brief presentation and
i ntroduce thensel ves.

I want to ask everyone who cones in to
fill out a registration card. That way we have
your name and your address. At the end of these
proceedings we will mail you out what our Agency's
decision is, and we will respond to all of the
guestions and comrents that are brought up at the
hearing tonight and in witing until the close of
t he conment period. The comrent period itself, we
are accepting witten copies -- W are accepting

comments until May 3rd of 2000, witten comments.
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And if you pick up a copy of our handouts over
there, it gives you all the information on where to
send it and who to send it to.
Okay. | guess |I'mgoing to have the

Agency staff introduce thenselves now. W will
start with --

MR. SALIS: Good evening. M nane is
Emlio Salis. | work for Illinois Environnenta
Protection Agency, field operation section. W are
based in the Chicago area. Qur office is in
Des Plaines. And if you have any interest in
contacting us ever, | have some business cards here

in front that you can have.

MR, DESAI: M nane is Harish Desai. |1'm
fromthe Illinois EPA, Division of Air Pollution
Control, Permt Section. |'mone of the unit

managers in the pernmit section.

MR, BRODSKY: M nane is Valeriy Brodsky.
I"'ma permt engineer with Illinois EPA. And | was
assigned to work with Giffith Laboratories'
application, and | hel ped draft this FESOP

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: And agai n, mnmy nane
is Brad Frost. |I'mkind of in a dual capacity.

I'"'mthe conmunity relations officer assigned to the
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site. I'malso acting as Agency hearing officer
t oni ght .

To go over real quick again the agenda
for the hearing, Harish and Valeriy are going to
make a brief presentation about the conpany. Then
the conpany is going to make a very brief
presentation. And then we are going to -- Anyone
who filled out a card and marked that they wanted
to make oral comrents, we are going to go through
those cards in the order you submitted them And
then we will open it up to anyone who didn't fill
out a card or didn't mark that they wanted to meke
oral comments.

Okay, Harish or Valeriy.

MR. BRODSKY: Good evening, |adies and
gentlemen. M name is Valeriy Brodsky. | have
been working as a pernit engineer with Bureau of
Air of the Illinois EPA for eight years. | would
like to thank everyone for com ng here and for your
interest in environnmental issues.

Now, let nme briefly review the events
t hat brought us together tonight. The operation of
Giffith Laboratories have been permtted at this

| ocation since 1975. The conpany manufactures
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hydrol yzed vegetabl e protein products and sone
flavor ingredients for the food industry. The
protein raw materials such as soy neal, corn
gluten, and other protein sources are cooked in
concentrated hydrochloric acid until am no acids
are forned as a result of chemical breakdown. The
amno acid slurry is then neutralized using sodi um
hydr oxi de creating sodiumsalts, am no acids, and
sodi um chl ori de, another name for table salt. The
next steps are liquid filtration to separate
i nsoluble materials fromthe sol uble protein and
wat er evaporation to retrieve the final product,
dry powder hydrol yzed vegetable protein

In Decenber 1995 Griffith Laboratories
applied for and received a federally enforceable
state operating permt abbreviated as a FESOP with
expiration in 2001. The conpany voluntarily
proposed and accepted a set of federally
enforceabl e producti on and operational limtations
restricting the facility's em ssions bel ow maj or
source threshold levels. Al limtations were
acconpani ed wi th correspondi ng noni toring,
recor dkeepi ng, and reporting requirenents. 1In the

case of Griffith Laboratories, the pollutants of



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

concern were hydrogen chloride, nmajor source

em ssion threshold 10 tons per year, and
particulate matter with dianmeter |ess than 10

m crons, nmjor source em ssion threshold 100 tons
per year. The FESOP limts were set at 8.5 tons of
hydrogen chloride and 7.7 tons per year of
particul ate matter

All emission units at the facility are
wel | controlled. The conpany perforned a stack
test to neasure particulate matter em ssion from
the scrubber which controls the majority of
em ssion units. The em ssion of hydrogen chloride
was cal cul ated based on the process paraneters and
the control equi pnent manufacturer's
speci fications.

In April 2001, Giffith Labs applied
for renewal of their FESOP. The conpany notified
the Illinois EPA that they had performed recently a
new stack test which indicated the presence of
vol atile organic material, acetic acid, and showed
particul ate matter em ssion higher than permtted,
apparently because of a decrease in the contro
device efficiency. However, even with the

i ncreased em ssion rate, the particul ates em ssion
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8
was in conpliance with applicable regulations. The
draft of the FESOP renewal sent to public notice
i ncluded vol atile organic materials em ssions and
increased pernmitted limts on em ssion of
particul ate matter.

Normal |y, public hearing is not a
mandatory requi renent for the issuance of a FESOP
But because of significant public interest and
concerns in this case, the Director of Illinois EPA
has requested a public hearing to give the citizens
an opportunity to express their concerns, to becone
nore famliar with the conpany's operations and its
efforts in inproving of environmental situation.

Final action on this application wll
not be taken until the Agency has revi ewed al
comments received during the public participation
period including today's hearing. |f you have any
questions, ny supervisor, Harish Desai, and | would
be glad to answer them Thank you for your
attention.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Okay. Thank you,
Val eriy.
Could we go off the record a second.

(Di scussion outside the record.)
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9
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Back on the record.
Okay. | believe we have Bob Krall fromGiffith
Labs here to nake a presentation next.

Pl ease cone up to the podium and say
your name and spell your nane for the court
reporter and then proceed.

MR, KRALL: Hi. M nanme is Bob Krall

Good evening. | am Bob Krall, the
Director of Operations for Giffith Laboratories at
the 37th Street plant.

Thank you all for conming to this
public hearing to discuss the renewal of our
operating permt. This permt, which is required
under the Clean Air Act, inposes limts on our
em ssions and prevents Giffith from exceeding
these limts.

Because of sone questions we have
received fromconmunity residents, | want to meke
an inportant clarification that | hope will answer
guestions that some of you here tonight mght have.

This hearing is about the renewal of
our permt and not about an expansion of our
facility. OQur operating permt nmust be renewed

every five years. W have no plans to add
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producti on equi pnent that would increase em ssions
under this permt.

We have talked with the Illinois EPA
about installing a new cooker utilizing new
technol ogy that will reduce em ssions. This
i nformati on was included in sone docunents you may
have seen. The plan was to replace an ol d cooker
We have no plans to install additional cooking
equi pnent .

Most of you are probably famliar with
the nane Griffith Laboratories but nay not know
about the type of business we operate. Giffith
Labs is a fam |y-owned conpany and has been
produci ng food products at the 37th Street plant
since 1929. W started out manufacturing products
for the neat industry. W currently produce
hydrol yzed vegetabl e protein, which is a product
made from corn, soy, and wheat. It is a seasoning
i ngredi ent that goes into food products such as
crackers, soups, gravies, flavored rice, just to
name a few.

We realize that the production of food
i ngredi ents can create occasional odors. That is

why we have been working with the MKinley Park
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comunity since the sumer of 2000 to identify
speci fic sources of odors fromthe facility so we
can better control them

We installed a tel ephone hotline to
receive comments or conplaints on odors in the
nei ghborhood. W share this information with the
City of Chicago Departnent of Environment and the
Al derman's office on a weekly basis. | brought
flyers with the phone nunber if you are interested.
We attend Beat 922's nonthly CAPS neetings to keep
in touch with our neighbors. W also update the
DOE and the Aldernan's office with nmonthly progress
reports.

Based on studies we have performed and
i nformati on we have received fromthe conmunity, we
have taken a nunber of steps to reduce odors, from
changing the tinm ng of certain processes to
altering the chem stry of our emissions. Over the
past year and a half, we have spent nore than
$250, 000 to minimze odors fromthe plant.

Most recently we rented and operated
test equi pment for several weeks to assess a new
approach to reducing odors fromthe facility.

Based on this testing, |ast week we began the
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process of purchasing and installing a new piece of
odor control equi pnent which is being specifically
designed to reduce odors fromthe facility.

Giffith Laboratories' senior
managenment is comitted to being a good nei ghbor
and has comitted the nbney necessary to reduce
odors at the site. W are continuing to evaluate
our facility and devel op additional ways to reduce
odors.

I would be happy to speak with any of
you about our efforts after this hearing has ended.
O you could talk with Darryl Erickson, our
envi ronnent al manager, after the neeting.

We appreciate the support the
community has shown us over the last 70 years, and
we hope to remain in this comunity as a val ued
i ndustrial neighbor for many years to cone. Thank
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Thank you,
M. Krall. Just a second. You nentioned
M. Darryl Erickson. Can you raise your hand so
t hat peopl e know who you are?

MR. ERI CKSON: (I ndicating.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: |s there anyone
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else fromGiffith Labs here tonight?
(I'ndicating.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Ckay. Thanks.
At this point we will go to the people

that filled out registration cards and indicated

that they wanted to speak. | would ask you to cone
up to the podium say your -- Wen | call out your
nane, say your nanme and spell it for the court

reporter. We are keeping a transcript. The
transcript will be available usually about two
weeks after the hearing if anyone wants a copy of
that. So I ask you to speak clearly, speak into
the m crophone, and speak slowy or relatively as
slowy as you can so that the court reporter can
pick it up.

We have Scott Jacobson, please.

MR. JACOBSON: My nane is Scott Jacobson

I would like to clarify a couple things Bob Kral
said. They are a fam |y-owned conpany, but they
have facilities in 23 countries, 32 facilities. So
they are not a small operation

And | have been very di sappointed that
they have been unwilling previously to put the

noney into investing into controlling this problem
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| also have a list of conplaints. There has been
34 of them since 2000. And the fines that they
received | think have been -- It's been nore
profitable for themto pay $1,000 fine here and
there rather than investing into correcting the
probl em

| also have a petition which |I went
around for a few days in the neighborhood. | have
300 signatures of people that said that they have
found the odor to still be offensive, and they w sh
for the EPA to set higher standards for the contro
of these emi ssions. That's really just about it.

I have also had -- | have to close ny
wi ndows during the summertine. There is a haze
that fornms down the street because their stack is
so short. | have had fanm |y nmenbers that have
left. | have had friends that have |left mnmy house.

I have been woken up by the odor. And I know where
it comes from And neighbors of mine that live on
37th Street, it's pretty obvious when you see the
snmoke com ng fromthe stack and you | ook down the
street you live on, and it has a haze. You go down
the street on either side where the wind is not

bl owi ng and there is no haze or fog.
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So whatever particulate matter is
com ng out of there, sonething is being incorrectly
controll ed when you can see a fog in your
nei ghborhood. That's about it. Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Are you going to

submt those to us for the record?

MR, JACOBSON: Yes. I'mstill going to
collect nore of themsince | have till My 3, but
I"'mwilling to have you take a look at themif you
wi sh.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Okay. | think you

have a question.

MR. SALIS: Scott, | know you gave me your
address. But can you tell us nore -- kind of tel
me exactly fromthis location -- fromthe |ocation

of Giffith Labs where you are | ocated, how many
bl ocks.

MR. JACOBSON: |'mat 37th and Marshfield.
So Giffith is just on the other side of Ashland.
Marshfield is on the west side of Ashland.
Giffith is on the east side of Ashland, and
Marshfield is on the west side of Ashland.

MR, SALIS: How frequently would you say

that you perceive these odors? |Is this on a daily
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basi s?

MR, JACOBSON: No. |It's not a daily basis.
I would say during the sunmertine once -- once a
week, a couple times a week. | think it actually

matters what they are producing at the tinme. But
certain tinmes if there is a high noisture content
in the air, what's being produced, what's coning
out of the stack, doesn't seemto go up into the
air enough. And it lays -- It quickly settles
back down and nmaekes a --
| also have videos of this, which

will send in to you with the petition before May 3.
And you will be able to see the difference between
the streets on, say, the south side and the north
si de.

MR, SALIS: Okay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Thank you,
M. Jacobson. Just make sure you get those in or

post mar ked by May 3.

Ji m Kozy.
MR, KOZY: H . M nanme is JimKozy. I'ma
lifelong resident of McKinley Park. | live at 1624

West 38th Street.

First of all, | guess | have to
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conplinment M. Krall. | nmean he's the manager
there or the operations nmanager, and he's done
everyt hing possible. Though -- And I'm sure he
doesn't want to put up with this problem you know,
would Iike for it to be solved or whatever; but the
problemis it's not being solved. There is days in
the sumrer where | cannot sit out outside on ny
deck because of the smell. Just as Scott said, |
have had peopl e | eave ny house, ny back yard,
because of the offensive odor. And these people
say -- It's still a running joke that -- where
live. And sonetinmes |I'm enbarrassed kind of. |
don't feel that | should be a captive in ny house.

Sonetimes when | am-- Wen | amin
the front roomwatching TV, 7 o'clock in the
evening, 9 o'clock, | have to shut nmy w ndows
because of the offensive snell. It cones right
into the house. | just don't think that's proper

Plus, then | have to turn -- If it's
in the sumer, | have to turn on ny air
conditioning. So again it's driving up ny bill

I have seen kids on ny block literally
with their shirts over their nose |ike that because

of the offensive snell
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So one thing in here, this license is
I guess to keep the status quo or whatever. But
right nowit is not acceptable. | don't know if
the smell is safe or not. That's one of the

questions | would like to ask, if it's safe. But

even if it's not safe, it is still a very offensive
smell just to snmell it. | would like to ask, has
anyone -- Have any of you snelled the snell we are

t al ki ng about here?

MR. SALIS: Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Yes. W were out
at the facility today and M. Salis is the
i nspector for this area. So, yes, we have snelled
t he odor.

MR. KOZY: It amazed me that the snmell was
goi ng on today actually. That just amazed ne.
Actually, I -- And some of the signatures | got on
el ection day, too, because a | ot of people cane
out, and the snell was very bad on el ection day.

So people were nmuch nore willing to sign the
petition.

A lot of people in the neighborhood do
not -- We have in our neighborhood a | ot of

seniors, who quite don't think the snell is as
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offensive | think, | kind of found out. And again,
ot her people who have noved into the nei ghborhood
have maybe | eft from other conditions that are kind
of worse. So they don't kind of, | guess, you
know, get too upset.

But just the problemis we are here,
whatever the snmell is nowis just not acceptable.
And it is a terrible, offensive snell. The snell
you snelled today was mld. On sone days, and they
know specifically | think which days, there is a
few things that they run that are very, very
of f ensi ve.

Also, | represent Qur Lady of Good
Counsel school on 3528 South Hernitage, school and
parish. And | know -- | don't think this year, but
I know in the past -- the school has called the EPA
because of the offensive snell.

And so again, you know, nmaybe it's
safe and everything; but offensive, it just is
destroying our kind of our quality of life. Ckay.
Thank you.

MR. DESAI: | have a question. 1Is the
smell nore on a particular time of the day, or is

it infrequent timng of the particular day the
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snmell will be nore?

MR, KOZY: It's fromwhat | know it's just
what ever product they are running at certain tines.

MR. DESAI: So it could be some days in the
nor ni ng, sone days could be in the afternoon?

MR, KOZY: And sone days, sonetines they
put on a second shift or whatever dependi ng how
busy they are or whatever. Wekends is sonetines
very bad. Again, when you are having people over
or you are out, you know, nmaybe we probably are
nore aware of it on the weekends because you are
outside nmore. You are in your yard or whatever.

So it again just depends on what
product they are running. Like today it snelled,
but the snmell was nowhere near what it is
sonmetines. Sonetines it's very, very offensive

And | also would |like to say when
report sonmething to the EPA on weekends, it's very
hard to get sonebody out on weekends. So, you
know, we have -- They set up that hotline for a
few years | think already. But really the hotline,
we know what's all going on and stuff. So really
we need to start conplaining directly nore to the

EPA about the offensive odors. And that neans
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weekends especially because for me |I'm hone nore,
you know, on weekends or whatever. And it's very
hard for themto cone out. W get switched over to
like Streets & Sanitation Departnent, and they cal
somebody. And so the process of the line here is
not very good sonetines. So --

MR. DESAI: M. Salis here, he is the
supervi sor for the Chicago area. And we al so have
the conplaint forns that citizens can fill it out,
send it to the Illinois EPA

To the best of ny know edge, at the
I1linois EPA, we have not received any conplaints
against Giffith Labs for the odor. |Is that right?

MR. SALIS: Yes.

MR. KOZY: | have called. | have talked to
peopl e. People have cone out. See, that's a whole
ot her issue.

MR SALIS: | think you called the
Department of Environnent, which is for the city.
Because when we first were notified of this
probl em we began working with the City of Chicago
and they were pretty responsive. |'mnot going to
criticize them because | think they were very

active on this issue. They asked for our help
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And one of the things we requested was
a copy of all the conplaints that they had
received, and it was a substantial nunber of
conplaints. So we did get those records. But |
think that what's happening is people are calling
411 nost likely or whatever nunber the City of
Chi cago gives you. And to be honest with you, that
nunber, even though it's the City of Chicago, they
have an agreenent with the State of Illinois that
they will handle a form for conpl aints.

MR, KOZY: Right.

MR. SALIS: But no matter what, we didn't
beconme aware of this problemuntil |ast year
Maybe ni ne nont hs ago.

MR, KOZY: Ckay. Now, were you at al
connected with the neeting -- Wen was that
nmeeting that was here about a year ago with -- |
think that was with the Chicago Departnent of
Envi ronment .

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: We are with the
state.

MR. KOZY: Yes, | understand. But if you
are working together --

MR, SALIS: They brought it to our
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attention | think after that neeting they decided
they wanted us to get involved. Before then they
nmust have been trying to solve the problens by
t hemsel ves, which is they have that option

MR, KOZY: Ckay. Well, again, maybe |
shoul d have kept better records; but | know
personally |I have talked to both Chicago and
t hi nk your office, too, and made conpl aints.

MR SALIS: | get copies. It's possible
that we m ght have m ssed one conplaint, but | do
not recall ever receiving a conplaint fromGiffith
Labs, and | have been the supervisor now for four
years.

MR, KOZY: But again, | was told, though,
to do what you said, that Chicago handles it.

MR. SALIS: There you go.

MR, KOZY: And they did a piss-poor job
with it. So where does that |eave us then?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Well, | think, if
you think that Chicago is doing a bad job -- And
don't think that we are in the position to say that
they are. But if you think that they are, then you
should -- then you could contact us directly. And

our field office address is on this notice. It's
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847-294- 4000.
MR, KOZY: If you are investigating, don't

you have to investigate at the tinme of the snell?

MR, SALIS: | would say no. Only because
we are -- This is not an issue any nore. W are
pretty sure there is -- We are convinced there is
a problemin that respect. It appears to be a

nui sance problem not necessarily a health problem

MR KOZY: COkay.

MR, SALIS: And that is also part of the
problem You know, we have certain regul ations.
And we have to act within what linmts are set upon
us by regulations that we have to abide by. And
dependi ng what the situation is, that's what we
can do.

But | can tell you that based on our
observations, | will be there now half a dozen
ti mes since we becanme aware of the problem that
there appears to be a nuisance probably. [|I'm
pretty sure of that.

MR, KOZY: So when we | eave here, we will
be able to have a phone nunber directly to your
guys?

MR, SALIS: | repeat, | have business cards
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here. | hope | have enough. | have nore.

MR. KOZY: Because we will be able to do
that. | have many, many, |ike hundreds, of seniors
who woul d be nmore than willing to use that number,
so to hel p you becone aware of the problem nore.
Because again we are prisoners in our hone
sometines so we would like the issue to be
addressed. All right?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: kay. Thank you,
M. Kozy.

And just a clarification, because the
two comrents or the two commenters comented about
odors, the draft permt, we don't address odor or
nui sance odors through our permtting. W address
it through our field office and through them com ng
out, and we address it under the Nui sance Code of
the Illinois Environmental Protection Act under
9(a).

And so | don't know, do you want to
address that any nore?

MR. DESAI: Whenever the application cones
to us, it's always reviewed based on applicable
rules and regulation. |If the conpany denobnstrates

that they are in conpliance with the applicable
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rul es and regul ation, then usually the permt is
grant ed.

Now, whenever that situation like this
occurs when there is an odor problem that does not
nmean the conpany is out of conpliance with the
specific rules. Specific rules allow certain
conpani es based on their process a certain anmount
of particulate em ssion, a certain amunt of
organic material, carbon di oxide, carbon nonoxide,
ni trogen oxide, and such other contam nants. And
that contaminant is within the lintation of the
law, what the rule will allow Then usually the
permt is granted.

If there is an odor problem odor
probl em can be caused by many things. Very small
anount of mnute volatile organic material can
cause an odor problem O it could very well be

sone ot her chenical that mght be enmitted in a very

small quantity can still cause odor problembut it
will still be within the limtations of rules and
regul ations. |In such cases, the pernmt would be
gr ant ed.

However, when we have sufficient

anount of conplaints and the conplaints have been
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justified, then Illinois EPA, that's M. Salis'
of fice and Springfield office both conbined, wll
prepare the enforcenent action against the conpany.
And that enforcenent action will be submitted to
the Attorney General's office. And the Attorney
General's office will follow through through the
Pol lution Control Board. Pollution Control Board,
after hearing both the sides of the Giffith Lab
as well as citizens, and the Illinois EPA s side,
t hen deci de whether who is right and wong and will
i npose appropriate penalty and requirenent to
control the odor.

Yes, sir.

MR. KOZY: \What is a sufficient anmount of
conpl aints?

MR, DESAlI: There is no specific set limt
for 5 conplaints, 10 conplaints, or 500 conplaints.
It is something internally decided by the Illinois
EPA and Attorney General's office. |If this one
gentl eman said he has received |ike 300
petitions -- |s that correct?

MR. JACOBSON: Yes, in just a few days.

MR, DESAlI: Definitely seenms to be |arge

enough to me. But then, again, that has to be
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decided within the conmittee within the Illinois
EPA.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: That's all the
peopl e we had that wanted to sign up to speak. 1Is
there anyone else that would --

Okay. Can you step up to the

m crophone and say and spell your nane.

MR, KORZEC: Al Korzec. | can just say the
sane things they said. It's wetched. It's like a
rotting body snell. | had to buy air conditioning

so that | could sleep at night because it's cold,
you know, and it's hot in the sunmertime so you can
breathe. It's just disgusting. | can't even
believe it. I'msure these people don't live here.
And | don't know how many people that they enpl oy,
if it's even worth it.

I mean our house values can't be doing
wel | .  When sonebody goes to buy a house and they
smell this disgusting -- And then the fact that,
you know, you are tal king about whether this is
about snell or not. Well, this is about smell. W
live here. We have to snell this stuff. And if
they are putting out other chemicals that are

harmful to us, well, ny guess is that they will go
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past the limt anyways. |If you stick alimt on it
and then if they are getting fined and they are
nmeasly fines, they don't care about that. They
don't live here. They don't have to snell it.

In nighttine when it rains, a
beauti ful night and you want to keep the w ndows
open, you can't do that. |It's disgusting. |'m
probably sure that they are going to get the permt
because they probably know the right people to get
the permit. But they don't deserve it. They don't
care. They don't care at all about any of us.
They go hone to their houses and maybe they enpl oy
a few people in the neighborhood, and I feel bad
for them But | guess your house value will go up
nore than your paycheck will. They won't foll ow
the rules. W know they won't follow the rules.
We are certain they won't follow the rules.

I don't even know why they get this
permit for 70 years. | have been here since 1966,
and it's horrible say the last five or six years.
I was a little kid here. | don't remenber it
snelling that bad. And I don't think that they
will get better. You can put all the guidelines

you want. They will just pay the chintzy fine and
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do it again. So thanks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: |s there anyone
el se?

M5. AHUMADA: My name is Anna Ahuneda.
used to live on 37th and Marshfield. | have lived
there for 26 and a half years and grew up there
And the snell was horrible and npst specifically
probably within the last, you know, five years or
so. Partly maybe why the elderly don't realize
that's there is, you know, | didn't even realize it

was there | was so used to it. But when | had

friends cone over, they could snell it. M son who
grew up in our house at that tinme could snell it.
And when he was able to speak, he just -- There

was days he couldn't go out. W would eat and the
food tasted |like that. It was disgusting.

We |ived on the east side of
Marshfield so we are really close to Giffith Labs.
And | will concur with Scott's observances as far
as the snoky, the haziness of the area. And sure
enough, there was one. There would be tines where
we would just go to a mall sinply because the smnell
was horri bl e.

We have since noved, and we |ove this
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area. | grewup, like |I said, | have grown up
here. And unfortunately, | found an area --
Fortunately for me and unfortunately for ny forner
nei ghbors, | found an area that is not typically
bonbarded by Giffith. W have been bonbarded by
Giffith a couple tines. | called the city, 311,
and, you know, put in a conplaint as everyone el se
has.

M. Krall in order to be a good -- In
order to be welconmed as a good nei ghbor, you need
to be a good neighbor. And that's been very
di sappointing for us. W understand that when we
lived there we |live near an industrial area, and
that's albeit said and done. But there is a
certain level of responsibility that should be
self -- put upon thensel ves.

And when you nobve into a new area as,

you know, sone people have, they are coming into an
area that one thinks is nice. And it is nice.
It's very nice except for that stench. So |I'm not
going to even beat the pillow further as far as not
being able to go out, not being able to enjoy your
back yard.

Peopl e have | eft from nmy hone many,
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many tines. There have been tines when | don't
even have birthday parties because of it because
you don't know, you don't know howit's -- how the
stench is going to be that day.

I have a couple of questions. There
was a pilot test done. Can we get copies of the
pilot test to see how nmuch of a reduction the
em ssions actually resulted fromthis pilot test
fromthe new cooker? | would like to see that.

And | would also like to see if
M. Krall or have maybe M. Krall's input in as far
as, obviously, he knows when the conplaints are
coming in. So what types of processing, have you
been able to pinpoint what processes actually emt
nore of these odors than others? And if so, |
woul d I'ike to know from your process point of view
You have given us this explanation here of what
Giffith Labs does, but | would Iike to know

specifically what processes occur that nmke this

odor.
And let's see --
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Let ne just nake a
comment here real quick. This is an Illinois EPA

hearing. You should direct your comments to us.
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The conpany can respond if they want. They don't
have to. It's not their hearing. | believe that
t hey have indicated that they would answer
guestions afterwards.

MS. AHUMADA: Okay. And | believe that's
it. | just wanted to stress again it would be nice
that if they -- if Giffith Labs could nake nore of
an effort, a believable effort, on controlling.

And | woul d request that their permt
either be rejected or reduced as sort of a penalty
because of the pollutants and the odors that it's
caused on the neighboring fanilies.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Ckay. When they do
do testing, they do have to submit that testing
data to our Agency. You can get that information
t hrough the Freedom of Information Act. |If you
want the address, the nanme and the address of the
person to send Freedom of Information requests to,
see ne after the hearing and | can give you that
information. A FO A request, Freedom of
Informati on request, does have to be in witing to
t he Agency.

Is there anyone el se that would like

to make conments?
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Go ahead, sir.

MR, GUADARRAMA: My nane is Martin
Guadarrama. And | just want wanted to say an
experience | have last year. | invited ny famly
to come over to ny house because it's the first
year | live on 3754 South Hermtage. And the
afternoon was the snmell very bad. W have to stop
and nove to the north side. WlIl, we had to go
with the whole thing for the party to the north
si de because we cannot stay at ny house. That's
all the comment | have

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Okay. Thank you
for your coments.

Is there anyone el se? Ckay.

MS. PRASI ADO: Good afternoon. M nane is

Arcelia Presiado, and | live at 3612 South Ashl and.
It's a beautiful area. | have lived here for the
past six years. Except for the snell. Sonetines
it gets very repulsive. | can't even open ny

wi ndows not even in the wintertinme a little crack
you know, like they said, for the humdity.

In the sumer, | don't even open ny
wi ndows at all. | have to put on ny air

conditioner. Sonetines | have to turn it off
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because the snell conmes in nmy house.
Now, right now it, you know, what
about the people that have asthmm, you know, that
are smelling this? Right nowit could not be a
health issue, it's just a snell issue. But in the
future what are we doing for our children? You
know, like you said, there are rules and
regul ations. But in the future, it could becone
wor se because the snell is becom ng worse every
year. Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Thank you for your
comment s.
MR. JACOBSON: My nane is Scott Jacobson
For the few days that | went around gathering these
petitions, | heard conments from peopl e saying they
have been conpl ai ni ng about the snell for years,
they don't believe anything is going to be done
about it. And a |lot of people conplained that it
was so bad that it would hurt their throat at
times. It would cause, you know, they would get
sore throats.
I was refused -- From knocki ng on
everyone's door, | was only refused -- Two people

refused. A Iot of these signatures | have, 300
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of them a lot of themare whole fanilies that
are -- It's just one signature that represents a
whol e househol d.

And | don't think I made nyself clear
enough on how -- | nean it truly is -- It's a
rotten snell. In one video | have, the church is
goi ng around and bl essing everybody's house. And
it's a video of all the kids as they pass ny house,
you know, doi ng what Jim Kozy said, they are al
putting their shirts over their face.

And | think that a lot of us that have
been calling repetitively have been | ooked at as
bei ng hypersensitive. |If that's the case, why
woul d | be enbraced so nuch when | went
door-to-door? You know, people actually said it
felt like there was sone hope that their problem
m ght finally be corrected.

And hearing that they are in
conpliance with their em ssions, hopefully, if |
get enough signatures, sonething can happen so they
have to control their odors because they are not
doing it. They are not doing it themselves. |
have gone through all the conplaints. And they

defend t hensel ves on what they are doing. They are
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nore into -- nore concerned about their production
than they are about the nei ghborhood.

And | talked to Bob Krall. | have
gone back and forth with him And he and Giffith
Labs they talk in vague terns when they tal k about
what they are actually doing. It's always testing
and researching to see what they can do about the
problem Now, if this has been getting
consistently worse for the past five years, as
ot her peopl e have said, what does that say about
the research and the testing, what are they
actually doing to try to control it? They are
i ncreasing their production. They are concerned
about profit. They are a conpany. | understand
that. But for | don't know how many people, |
think they enploy 40 people, for 40 people that's a
bi g expense that the nei ghborhood has been paying

for years for those 40 people.

And | want everybody -- In the
petition, | didn't say | want themto refuse their
em ssion license, | said for the EPA to set higher

standards. Because | would like to see themstil
operate, | would |like everyone to keep their jobs.

| don't want to do that, but | sure want themto be
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able to actually do sonething and correct this
problem And | sure hope there is a way | can do
it through the state, that we can figure out a way
wi t h enough signatures here to actually get
sonmet hi ng done because they are not going to do it
on their part alone. That's been proven for years
now.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Thank you,
M. Jacobson. | think, as we kind of nentioned
before, we are relatively newto this problem the
State EPA is. A nuisance odor violation, to bring
that to court, we do have to show that it is
causing a detriment to people's enjoynent of their
personal property. The types of things you are
telling us here tonight would indicate that kind of
detrinent to enjoynent of your personal property.
So those are the kinds of conplaints that we do
need to see fromyou, and you do need to submt
those to the Agency. As | understand, you are
goi ng to.

Is there anyone el se?

MR, KOzZY: Well, all the complaints that

have been given, aren't those going to be -- Don't

you | ook at those, too?
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MR, SALIS: Actually the conplaints that we
have recei ved, what we had was a sumary. |t may
be that we can have access to those fromthe City
of Chicago. But when we have the sunmary of al
the conplaints, essentially dates, tine of
i nspection, this is the kind of information we got
fromthe city, | would have to speak to the |ega
departnment and see if they would feel that that
woul d be al so accept abl e.

MR, KOZY: The conplaint line that we have
been conpl ai ning to now, those were turned over
think also to the city?

MR, SALIS: Well --

MR, KOZY: So turned over to you.

MR, SALIS: W require the City of Chicago
to keep records of those conplaints, and they do
keep records of the conplaints. Thus far all we
have requested fromthe City, and we have
received -- but that's all we asked themto do --
was a sunmary of all the conplaints they have
received. And we didn't specify the date, | think
t hese conplaints as | recall go back to the early
'90s is what | renmenber. And there has been a

substanti al nunber of conplaints. | was surprised
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by the nunber, | will tell you that nuch. That's
all we have requested. Were we go from here,
whet her we shoul d request the city to submit to us
the total conplaint, we haven't done so.

MR, KOZY: Ckay.

MR, SALIS: But ny advice is do conplain to
the state. That's the nost direct route. By the
way, | also would say conplain to the city, too,
though. | think they are trying to do a good j ob,
they really are. There are limtations. You are
mad at them next year you may be nad at nme. But
there are limtations to what you can do at tines.

And t hese processes are |lengthy. You
know, you have to take people to court. The court
system takes years, you mght | ose the case.
Lawyers are very cautious. They want to nmake sure
t hey have substantial evidence before they will
act. | think the ideal situation after all is said
is for Giffith Labs to expedite correcting the
probl em but that would be my comrent.

MR. KOZY: Right. But it seens |ike you
are changing the rules of the gane a little bit on
who to conplain to. You said earlier in the

comments that the city handl es under your agreenent
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the conplaints. But now you are saying you are
just com ng on line, but you have been aware of the
probl em for about a year. We had a very |engthy
nmeeting here last -- Ws it last year? Last year
And t he Chicago EPA had a nunber of officials here
and heard all our conplaints back then officially.
It all went on |'msure on the record or whatever.
And that was |last year. And you did say that you
have been aware of the problemfor a year. And you
know, it takes tine like you just said also. Well
that's a year.

MR. SALIS: Ckay. | don't know how to --
The only thing | can say is when we becane aware of
the problem first of all, we knew the conpany was
trying some nethods to attenpt to correct the
problem W felt they should be given the
opportunity to prove whether the system would
operate. | can tell you right now that | don't
know how | ong the system has been in operation. |
have been there today, | was there |ast week. The
odor still is there. | don't think the systemis
really doing the job. So we have been working with
the conpany. W nmmy not have acted legally, but we

have been working with the conpany. W felt that
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they have -- they were attenpting to do sone
t hi ngs.

I know one problemthere is here is
that the conpany has to do research because sone of
these problens are unique. Now, they have nore
expertise and they can hire consultants with
expertise that will guide themas to what is the
solution to the problem |'mnot an expert on this
type of conpany, on this type of technology, so it
is not as if | can tell you | know the solution to
the problem There is a problem it is a nuisance
probl em

I will say again that part of the
problemhere is that if this was a toxic problem a
heal th problem actions would happen a | ot
differently. Unfortunately, that's the way the
systemworks. But all I'mtelling you is that for
your advantage for the city, when | spoke to the
city, | can tell you with all honesty they are very
concerned. They are trying to do their best. And
they may also be limted to what they can do by the
regul ations. There are laws. That's the way the
systemworks. We are limted. W have certain

limtations as a governnent agency as to what we



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

43
can do, and they have limtations. But | think
they're attenpting to help the public out, | really
do.

And ny advice to you is if you are
going to conplain conplain to both agencies, and
you are nore likely to get good results.

MR, KORZEC. |If they are getting -- They
told me the last tine | talked to themthat they
weren't getting fined for whatever it is they are
emtting. But if they are exceeding the limt and
t hey have received any type of emnissions, how do we
know it's not a health hazard, that they are not
exceeding -- that they are not going to do it,
exceed the Iimt that was set, that they are
exceeding and it mght be dangerous? How do we
know t hat ?

MR, SALIS: Al, | think the problemis
see, the linmts we have are the limts that Valeriy
and Harish are dealing with as set in this permt
are not based on odors. That is the problem

MR. KORZEC: Right.

MR. SALIS: They are based on health
i ssues, on certain standards that are set. They

are not exceeding those linmts.
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MR, KORZEC: They have not exceeded?

MR. SALIS: No.

MR. KORZEC: They have not been fined for
exceeding any limts?

MR, SALIS: The city probably has fined
them | don't know. You would have to speak to
Krall --

MR, KORZEC: O sonebody el se --

MR SALI S: -- at the city because we are
not aware of that. But usually they tend to |evy
fines. And they can do that nuch qui cker than we
can by the way.

MR. KORZEC: Sure.

MR. SALIS: There are snuller fines but
they are quick fines. And the problemhere is that
the conpany can be in conpliance and yet the
problemis that sone of the chenicals, they may not
be harnful, but at very low |levels they can snell
pretty bad. | think that's the situation they are
facing.

MR, KORZEC. That's the smell. But say we
address the part that they are emtting chemcals
or emtting em ssions beyond their limtations.

They have never done that?
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MR. SALIS: | don't believe so, no.

MR, KORZEC:. They have never been fined for
any of that, anything |ike that?

MR, SALIS: No. | don't believe that they
are in violation of the permt based on the
i nspecti ons we have conducted, and the permt
section can conment on this, but | think in that
respect they are in conpliance based on the
regul ati ons we have.

MR, KORZEC:. Sonething is wong, nan.

MR, SALIS: No, I'mtelling you, just
because you snell something doesn't nean there is a
violation of the regulations unfortunately.

MR. KORZEC: That's hard to believe.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Hold on. W are
trying to keep a clear record here. W need people
to just talk one at a time in an orderly manner.

We had sone peopl e over here,

M. Kozy, | believe you had a coment.

MR, KOZY: Yes. The city has fined them
You are not aware of that?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: We don't know what
the city --

MR, KOZY: But you were working in
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conjunction, | nmean the city --

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: We do not work
specifically in concert with the city. W becane
aware of the problem fromwhat | understand from
M. Salis is we becane aware of the problemfrom
the city. W requested themto subnmit to us a
summary of the conplaints. | think that that's --
And since then we are now becoming involved in this
i ssue.

MR SALIS: | would like to make a couple
of conments now. Sone of questions you are asking
never occurred to nme before. GCkay. Now, | have
di scussed this with the city nyself at |east half a
dozen tinmes. On the 11th, we are going to have a
meeting with the city. W nmeet with them
sem annual ly. Unfortunately, sonme of the questions
you ask are good questions, | wi sh | thought about
but | didn't.

MR, KOZY: Public hearings, public
nmeeti ngs?

MR, SALIS: No. W have neetings to
di scuss our agreenents, sort of the right hand know
what the left hand is doing. You know, it hel ps.

So basically this is something I'Il bring up and
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ask them "Well, exactly what have you done and

where are you going with the case." W have had
contact with the city. And the reason we got

i nvol ved was because the city asked for our help
So | think that shows that they really have good
intentions. And they also mght have felt, hey,
| ook, we are not exactly getting the results. |
don't know:.

MR KOZY: The man who, his nane escapes
me, | have -- | should have brought it. He told
me that he has -- Pratt is it? Pratt, yes.
P-r-a-t-t. Are you famliar with this guy?

MR. SALIS: | know Smith but | don't know
Pratt for the city.

MR. KOZY: He's told me that he has fined
t he conpany, that he's gone out there personally.

Now, if he's fined them what's he fining themfor

t hen?
MR. SALIS: Probably nuisance.
(Di scussion outside the record.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: W don't want to
have -- W have to have one person speak at a

time. We can't have this kind of interpersona

di al ogue.
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MR SALIS: | will back up. | don't know
why they have fined them M guess is | know they
have nui sance laws, and | know this from dealing
wi th other conpanies. And sone conpani es have been
fined by the city in the past because they are
creating a nuisance and the city thought they
shoul d be doing certain things they weren't doing.
And my specul ation was that might be the case.
don' t know.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Yes, M. Jacobson.

MR. JACOBSON:. These are all the
conplaints. And there are fines that, you know,
hearings and fines that were followed up fromthe
conplaints. Wat |'m concerned about is if they
are followi ng the enm ssion standards how can a haze
formdown the street that you actually can see a
small cloud go by when you | ook out your w ndow.
Is there sonmething to deternmine the stack, the
hei ght of the stack, so that doesn't happen? And
who is looking into that?

MR, DESAI: | went to this plant today and
this was ny first visit. This plant has contro
equi pnent that controls the air pollution which is

known as a scrubber system What it is is a spray
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of water and the air is going through that. So the
air that cones out is considerably saturated with
noi sture. So what you see, white cloud, is not
necessarily a pollution. What it is is the
noi sture content in the air. It nmaybe contains
some anount of particulate emi ssions and al so sone
ot her contanminant that's specified in the permt.
Now, that mmy cause an odor probl em but does not
necessarily mean they are out of conpliance with
any of the conditions set in the permt.

MR. JACOBSON: So there, in other words, if
a conpany or facility is able to enit an eni ssion
that is under regulations, they can have a stack at
any height they want? It can settle at any -- It
can settle down to ground |evel at any height? So
they, in other words, don't really even need a
stack, they could just blow it straight in the
street.

MR, DESAlI: No. There is no specific
regul ati ons regarding how tall the stack can be.

MR. JACOBSON: There are?

MR. DESAl: There are many conpani es who
have much | arger stack, like 300-foot, taller

stack. And keep it in mind, odor problemis very



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

50
difficult to pursue in a court case. And at the
same time it can also drag on for several years
before the settlenent takes place. And because
we -- | have been at the Agency for over 30 years
now, and | have been through several odor cases
where the odor is being involved, and that does
drag on fairly long period of tine.

Now, you have a petition. You have
filed the conplaints. And once the conplaint goes
t hrough and when it goes through the enforcenent,
formal enforcenent action, then you are sitting in
front of a judge, testify, and the attorney on both
the sides. And it's a fairly long process. |It's
not something that is resolved in a hearing of this
type.

MR, KORZEC. Now, you work for the
Envi ronnmental Protection Agency?

MR. DESAI: Yes, sir.

MR, KORZEC. Well, isn't that supposed to
protect our environnent? Are you working for the
conmpany or working for us?

MR. DESAI: Ckay. Let ne answer that
guestion. The protection act has been established

by the legislature of this state. That
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| egi slation, that act, allows us, give us authority
to develop the rules and regul ations to control the
envi ronnent .

MR. KORZEC: Right.

MR, DESAlI: Once the rules and regul ations
have been set up, industry is required to foll ow
the rules. And the rules the conpany has conplied
with those rules, and that's why they have been
operating under the permt so far.

Now, this hearing has been set up
because we received a letter fromthe Al derman to
conduct the public hearing because we had some odor
conplaints. That's the first tine we heard about
the odor conplaints against -- at |least we here in
Springfield heard about the odor conplaints.

MR. KORZEC: First tine.

MR. DESAI: Now, odor conplaint, again I
mention again and agai n, does not nean the conpany
is out of conpliance with specific rule. But it's
definitely caused the violation of Section 9(a).
And that has to be decided by the court cases, not
by the decision of the permt, and that also has
been decided in several court cases.

MR, KORZEC. Ckay. | get it.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Yes, mm'am

MS. AHUMADA: | just have a question as far
as the last time this pernmit came up for review,
were enissions increased for the next period which
woul d nean the current period we are in? O were
t hey decreased, or are they the same rate of
eni ssi ons?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Are you asking the
last tine it was permtted or --

MS. AHUMADA: The last time, five years ago
when it canme up for permtting, the em ssion
nunbers that they had, was there an increase to the
next period, which would be the period we are in
now, before this next -- | know it's kind of
confusing but --

MR, DESAlI: Do you want to address that?

MR, BRODSKY: | cannot.

MS. AHUMADA: And do you | ook at that when
you are --

MR. BRODSKY: When the process is first
time, | remenber when | started working with their
FESOP application in 1995, '96, all the linmts were
derived fromthe stack test perforned by the

conpany | believe in late '80s. So | think that
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what the Agency knew about their em ssion was based
on these stack tests. So there were no changes.

MR, KORZEC: A conpany test?

MR. BRODSKY: Yes. Conpany perforned the
test on their owm. Not conpany. It was consultant
conpany.

MR, KORZEC:. Paid for by the conpany?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: You know, sir, we
can't have this kind of dialogue because we are
trying to keep a clear record. She doesn't know
who you are.

MR. KORZEC: As nore information cones out
with that --

MR. BRODSKY: That's the information for
the Agency to review stack test perfornmed by
consul ting conpany for sonme industry.

M5. AHUMADA: And then fromthe stack test
how does the state derive its maxi num al | owabl e
emissions? O is it fromthe stack test? O is it
somet hing just generally that you would -- that's
applied for a conpany or that size, or |'mnot sure
how t hat wor ks.

MR. BRODSKY: Okay. Let me answer your

gquestion. In this case permt limts were witten
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based on stack test results. So we calculated --
prorated test they took because test |asts severa
hours, we prorated what will be emission under this
production rate during the year, during the nonth.
And we conpared these nunbers with all owabl e by
rule em ssions. There are certain rules. W
speci fy what anount of particulate matter may be
emtted with atnosphere under certain production
rate. It has a very special fornmula which allows
us to calculate. So we verified that their
em ssion is below allowable. So they are okay with
regul ati ons.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Is that it?

MS. AHUMADA: | nmmy have sonmething. M
mnd is working right now.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: M. Kozy.

MR. KOZY: Yes. Can you then tell me the
next step? You said the next step would go towards
a judge, or what's -- Where do we go from here
t hen?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Are you asking
about in the conplaint process or the permt
process?

MR, KOZY: Well, it seens like we are in
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two different things here. You are here just for
this permt, which seens not at all what we are
tal ki ng about.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: | think you are
correct. | nmean the vast nmjority of people are
here to tal k about the odor problens which are not
addressed by the permt. For odor --

MR. KOZY: At what point does the odor
probl em beconme -- Say that the permt should not
be issued just because of certain of how nuch stuff
isin their emssions. There is no other -- You
don't take anything else into account?

MR. DESAlI: Keep in mind, this hearing is
set for the informational hearing. W are
gathering here the information fromthe public.
Keep that in mind. This is not the hearing we are
goi ng to deci de about issuance of the permt or
whet her we are going to file an enforcenent action
or we are not going to file an enforcenent or the
conpany is good or bad. That's not the one this
hearing is going to decide. This is strictly to
gather the information fromthe public, and that's
all we are going to do today.

MR, KOZY: Ckay.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

56

MR, DESAlI: Now, the next step will be we

will collect -- There is a specific date by which
the hearing record will be closed. And any
informati on we receive by mail we will be review ng

that information and then take the final action
W will also prepare the responsiveness summary
before we take the final action on the pernmt.
Whoever requested for the copy of the
responsi veness summary, they will get a copy of the
responsi veness sunmary. And based on whatever the
i nformati on we receive, the Agency, as the letter
states, will decide what action should be taken
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Yes, ma'am
MS. WOICIK: My nane is Annette Wojcik. |
have been a resident of this area all ny life.
Thi s probl em goes back to the 1970s when ny not her
was involved with a couple of other ladies in the
nei ghbor hood because the problem was very bad.
believe at that tinme they dealt with the city.
Giffith would show up saying, yeah, we are trying
to do this, yeah, we are trying to do that, blah
bl ah, blah. And then finally sonething was done
because for quite a while there was not that big of

a problem But | would say within the last six to
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seven years it's gotten bad again. | don't know
what they are doing but that snell is just
horri bl e.

I have had bronchitis in the past.
Qbviously, nmy lungs were not at the very best. But
at that time the wind was off the east. | live, by
the way, at 1631 West 37th Street. So I'min
direct line of this haze that comes over. |
t hought 1 woul d be nauseated beyond belief with
that corn snell comi ng through. Because that's
exactly what it snmelled |ike in that packet. |
t hi nk sonet hing needs to be done because this could
be a health hazard, and we don't knowit. And we
could be breathing all kinds of things into our
lungs, and | would just appreciate it if someone
woul d just listen. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Thank you, mm'am

Anyone el se? Yes.

MS. AHUMADA: | want to just, |like | say,
reenphasi ze what she sai d because even, sir, even
you -- I'mnot sure. | forgot your nane.

MR, SALIS: Enilio Salis.

MS. AHUMADA: He even stated that he is not

sure if it is a health hazard. He said it nmay be.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

58
And it would be nice if soneone did |ook into
sonmething |i ke that because it would be nice for
everyone to say, yes, be certain that it isn't or
be certain that it is. But here we are dealing
with a bunch of | don't knows. And the state
understand is doing the permtting only at this
time, but it would be nice to consider things for
the future because, as you know, it would come up
with ideas for you to think about and have them
start to jog in your mind a little bit nore.

But pl ease, when you are going through
the permit, think about the fact that there are
children less than five years of age who are
around. Their lungs are devel oping, lungs are
bei ng exposed to quite nasty stenches. And I'm
sure their taste buds are being harned. But as
meni al as that sounds, it is inportant for your
life. And it is quite disgusting.

And again, | would hope that if
Giffith would want to reside and stay where they
are at, they would be a lot nore -- far nore
cogni zant and enpathetic | guess is maybe the word
I"mlooking for with their neighbors who have to

snmell this all the time. They are in their
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offices. |I'msure they don't snell it or maybe
they do. Maybe they have got a good ventilation
and shove it out. | don't know. But nonet hel ess,
| hope that they would think about this as they are
calculating their nunbers for the year

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Thank you for your
conment s.

Addressing the health issue, we did go
through the facility today. And |I can tell you, it
snmells inside the facility, too, nmuch nore than it
does outside the facility. And we will address the
health issue. You are right, we will address it in
our responsiveness summary. But | can pretty nuch
tell you that I'm sure that OSHA would regulate it
if it was a health probl em because there are
wor kers working in that environnent.

M5. AHUMADA: |'msorry. | was being
sarcastic. | don't care if it snells inside the
facility. We don't get paid to work there.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: No. |'m addressing
the health issue. And I'mtelling you OSHA does
address health issues for workers if they are in an
envi ronnent where they are exposed to chem cal s.

MR. KOZY: Yes, but it does not snell the
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same. |I'msorry. It does not snell the same |
don't think. | have never been in the plant, but |
think M. Krall has already told ne before it --

He needs to be outside to snell what we are
snmel ling as opposed to inside.
HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Okay. Well, that's
good. That's good to know that there is a
di stingui shing between the odors.
Ma'am in the back

MS. WDIJCIK: Hi. M nane is Patricia

Wjcik. | also reside at 1631 West 37th Street.
And | would have to -- | would Iike to comrent.
Sonetinmes | can see the stack, if | ook out of ny

back porch wi ndow, and there are tinmes when | see
the big poofy white cloud, which I'mtaking it is
the steam and it just dissipates as it goes into
the air. But there are other tines that the w nd
is fromthe east or the northeast, and you see this
bl uish fog just rolling down the street. And to ne
the steamand the fog are two different things.

And | would say if |I'mseeing a blue fog, then
there nust be particulates in the air that are
creating this fog and what are those particul ates

doing to the people who are breathing that?
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And at tinmes it is a nauseating snell.
There have been nice spring days or summer days and
it's nice and the wi ndows are open, and all of a
sudden when we have a northeast or an easterly w nd
and the house starts to perneate with the snell,
you have to close the wi ndows and put on your air
conditioning and pay for air conditioning that you
really don't need because it's a beautiful day
outside. But if you want to breathe half decently
in your honme, that's what you have to do.

And Giffith keeps saying, oh, we are
doing this test and we are doing that test. But |
think we are going in circles, and | think
somet hi ng needs to be done ASAP.

MR, SALIS: | have a question to the |ast
speaker.

MS. WOJCI K:  Yes.

MR SALIS: | have a question. You said
there is this bluish snoke, which by the way, |'ve
heard one engineer tell nme he saw it, but are you
saying this snmoke actually -- Is this the snoke
t hat you have been referring to that actually
crosses the property line and gets all the way to

your hones?
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MS. WOICIK: Yes. | live just about two
mles -- two blocks west of Giffith. And you can
see, you can see it goes like down 37th. | don't

know, maybe it goes to 37th Place, sonetinmes maybe
to 36th Street, nmaybe up to Paulina, up to

Herm tage. You could just see it. And it's like,
| don't knowif you want to call it a fog or a
snmog. But you can see it. You could see as you
are approaching it. And sonmetines you can go a

bl ock or two in the opposite direction and it's
fine, you don't --

See, to nme, if you call it a nuisance
probl em or a nui sance odor. Nuisance is one thing.
Maybe it doesn't snell the best but it's not
harnmful to you. But if sonething snells terrible,
| can't describe it sometinmes, like sour mlk or
sonmething, it's nauseating sonetines. And | see
this blue haze or fog, whatever you want to cal
it, it cannot -- | can't see how it can be okay
for people to be breathing this and especially
little kids. So | think it has to be considered
nore than a nui sance odor. It has to be escal ated
and checked out as to howis it affecting people's

heal t h.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: |s there anyone
el se?

MR, KOZY: | would just like to ask the
board to come out on a certain day when you can
find out the product fromM. Krall on what he's
doi ng, cone out when it's an 80 degree or 70 degree
ni ght out here, and then conme out and snell it.

And you just smelled again just a little bit today.
It"s much, much worse sone days, nuch worse

So | would encourage the board again

to come out again to actually snell it thenselves
because | guarantee you, when you snell it, you

will take us maybe a little bit nore -- |'msure
you believe us. But until you snell it, and then

think about living here and snelling it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Thank you,
M. Kozy. |s there anyone el se?

MR KOZY: That was a question about asking
the board if they are going to cone out to do that.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Well, we are in
Springfield so we are probably, no, we're probably
not going to cone up. But M. Salis has engineers
that come to this area. And if it's -- The other

thing is is we are not a policing authority. W
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are not on duty 24 hours a day. But if there is an
odor, particularly offensive order especially, that
you want us to cone out and it's during the hours

that the EPA is in operation, call us up and he

will send one of his field staff out.

MR, KOZY: | see. Do they operate on
weekends?

MR, SALIS: Not typically, no.

MR KOZY: No?

MR, SALIS: Not typically.

MR, KORZEC. \What tinmes do they operate?

MR. SALIS: Typically working hours. It
varies from engi neer to engineer, but it's between
7:00 and 6:00 in the evening.

MR, KOZY: The cynical part of nme says that
sometines on weekends it's the worst. | wonder if
there is a correlation there or not.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Okay. |Is there
anyone el se, any other questions or comments?

Yes, ma' am

M5. WOIUCIK: Hi. M nane is Patricia
Woj ci k, and | have a question. When | cal
Giffith, I have called themin the past and | have

foll owed the pronpts and the voice nmail, |eave your
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name and tell us, if you can, |ike what day it is,
what tinme it is, what the wind direction is. | was
wondering if you can get -- if Giffith kept a |og

of these calls and complaints and if you can get a
copy of that |l og. Because | haven't always called
the city. | have called themdirectly as their
voice nmail says. And | was just wondering if you
can take -- get a copy of their log, if they have
one, which could maybe hel p backup our case.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: We certainly can
request that fromthe conpany.

Like | said, we certainly can request
that fromthe conpany. And | think, as M. Salis
touched on a little bit, you know, | think here
what we are looking at is kind of a nmultipronged
attack of this. Certainly if you call the conpany,
| think, you know, | think that they are trying to
work to solve the problem So by calling them and
providing themw th the information, then they can
possibly try to determ ne what is causing -- what
they are running at the tinme, what is causing the
problem But also by calling the city and by
calling us, you also formally submt that conplaint

to us and so each of those agencies, both the city
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and the state, know that there is a conpl aint
| ogged.

MR. JACOBSON: Scott Jacobson. | have the
records of the conplaints that Giffith submtted
to the city. And they put out the inquiry I|ine,
they have kept it at the CAPS neetings. And | told
thema fewtines if they really want to gather the
i nformati on what they need to do is put the flyer
out throughout the nei ghborhood. But there is
very -- Very few people actually get it when it
sits on a table in here. Not everyone is fromthat
area. Wen | go door-to-door, you see the response
that | got through the petition. |If they are truly
interested in getting how terrible the odor is and
how of fensive it is to people and at what tines
with what they are processing, they need to take
the effort to put out that flyer door-to-door in
the same way that | did in going door-to-door with
the petition, but they have yet to do that.

Al'so, in what | have seen with what
t hey have submitted to the Alderman's office
t hrough the conplaints on their inquiry |ine,
things seemto be toned down a little bit because

even renenber sone of ny calls that | have nade,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

67
and | remenber what | said and | remenber what's
actually been in there. And things have been
pushed down because it's not only for the sake of
them com ng to a conclusion of what they are
processing. |It's also covering their side to
submt to the Alderman to keep in good, you know,
on the good side of the Al dernman.

So it's a doubl e-edged sword with what
they are doing with that inquiry line. They say
they want the information. But yet, they don't
want too many people to get it to make the
conplaints. So | guess it's really from what |
have gotten fromthis whole thing, if we want to
deal with this odor problem the ball is in our
court to gather all this information and get it to
you so you can see how extensive this problemis
And then you can make a decision. And what's going
to happen fromthat, nost likely the ball is back
in our court again if we want to do sonething with
the court case. 1s that correct?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: No. | mean if we
choose to pursue a court case, what we do is the --
or the State's Attorney or the Attorney General is

our lawyer. And we refer the case to the Attorney
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General. And then they have to nmake a deci sion
usually in consultation with our attorneys as to
whether it's sonething that they want to pursue,
you know, because obviously they have whatever
resources they have. And then the Attorney Genera
has to pursue it in the Illinois Pollution Contro
Boar d.

I think what Harish had referred to
before is if you -- If our court case is based off
conpl aints, the conplainants may be called to
testify in court.

MR, JACOBSON: One |ast question. From
t hese petitions, what is the normal anopunt needed?
Is there some type of quota that has to be filled
in order for you to pursue the case so that they
will correct the problen? 1Is it 500? Is it 1,0007?

I'm sure sonme people in here will work
together to get to that nunber that is needed so
you will pursue this, so this goes sonewhere.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: It's not petitions
we need. It's specific instances of odor
conpl aints that we need

MR, JACOBSON: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: And within those
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odor conplaints what we generally need to do is
show that will there is a detriment to the
quality --

MR. JACOBSON: Quality of life.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: -- or your persona
enj oynent of your property.

MR, JACOBSON: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: It's kind of a
nebul ous thing but that's what you are dealing with
when you are dealing with a conplaint. Obviously,
if you can't go out in your back yard and barbecue
or if you can't have people over, that's definitely
you are not -- that's |essening your enjoynent of
your property.

MR, JACOBSON: It is enmbarrassing. You
wonder how the wind is going to bl ow when you
invite people to your place.

MR KOZY: M. Frost, you say to conpl ain,
so we are going to get this nunber fromthe state.
When you call for the city, though, again, you said
you were working in conjunction with the city or
they were taking care of the conplaints for your
of fice or some kind of agreenent. But the problem

is when you call, start calling, the average
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citizen, 311, it will take nmany tines; and they
don't understand what the conplaint is because they
want to send the fire departnment right away when
you call about an odor or sonething like that. And
then you get the certain nunbers, and it depends on
what tinme of day, depends on the weekend or
what ever, on what numbers you get. Then you get
sonme guy sitting in some office fromthe Streets &
Sanitation Departnment in the city taking this
conplaint. And if they are busy, they are not
sendi ng anybody out at all

So again, the whole process here
actual ly stinks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Let ne, first of
all, what we have here are two -- Qur agencies are
totally separate. Yes, we do work with them They
have nore inspectors | assume than we do for the
area. And they also | believe have in sone
respects kind of a limted policing authority in
the fact that they can fine sonmeone, you know, and
there may be small fines, but they can fine things.

If we want to pursue sonething, we
have to go through court. It may end up being a

|arger fine or renedy in the end, but it is a court
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case that we have to go through. But we pursue
those things totally separately. |If you call 311
you are not going to get us.

MR KOZY: No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: You have to call --
and the nunmber is right here, I will give it to you
right now -- it's 847-294-4000. It's in the fourth
par agraph on the first page of our handout. And
you know, so the pursuit of conplaints are a
totally separate process when you are tal king about
the city or whether you are tal king about the
state.

MR. KOZY: Is that just during business
hour s?

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: Is there an
answering machi ne?

MR, SALIS: There is an answering machi ne.
That doesn't nmean we will respond to the conpl aint,
but we'll be aware of the problem and respond as
soon as possi bl e.

What |'m al so going to comrent in, |
know a little bit how the city works, the city has
a general conplaint nunber. And that is a great

system but, unfortunately, maybe this is a
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shortcom ng, that any conplaint, whether it's a
fire conplaint, whether a muggi ng conplaint, seens
to go to that nunber. The City of Chicago
Department of the Environment has a phone nunber.
I wish | had brought it today.

MR, KOZY: Well, even that phone nunber,
t hough, is very erratic, too, depending on again
what tinme of day, what day it is, if it's a weekend
or whatever. Because sonetines that is sw tched
over to some other departnent. | have talked to
guys late at night from-- some guy fromthe
Streets & Sans who has no idea about odors or --

MR. SALIS: Well, again, | think the key
here is they may have the problens we have, they

don't have a 24 hours, 7 day a week coverage. W

are limted. |In that respect, they may be |imted.
I don't know how they work. 1'mgoing to have to
ask them

But if you work and do call the next
day, | know the problem nmay not be there. You
know, a lot of this is also just to have it in the
records when it cones froma |egal point of view
| don't have to see it. |If you have 300 wi tnesses

on a case, you know, that's pretty powerful
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MR, KOZY: Okay. Now --

MR, SALIS: | didn't see it, but you are
reporting it and we have that information now
Ri ght ?

MR, KOZY: Yes. But as | stood up there,
have called | know the state EPA to conpl ai n about
this. And you said you have no records of this,
and | have spoken --

MR SALIS: | get all the conplaints that
go -- that arrive for the City of Chicago. | get a
copy of all the conplaints that cone fromthe City
of Chicago. | try to |look at them | may niss
once or twice when |'mtoo busy, but | tend to | ook
at them | don't recall ever --

And you know, understand the foll ow ng
al so, the City of Chicago especially | would say
t hey get hundreds of conplaints a nonth. So just
because you conplain, well, that's just one of 100.
And they have to answer all these conplaints. A
ot of themare valid, npbst of themaren't. And we
al so have the same situation. So | think this is
some of the problens you are going to face. You
wi |l have to persist.

Al I can tell you is to answer your
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question is | don't recall ever hearing -- |
remenber a conplaint fromGiffith Lab dating back
| would say to the early '90s. And | renenber that
one because | was the one that answered the
conpl ai nt.

But | wasn't aware of the fact back
then that the situation was so chronic. And to be
honest with you, there was another conmpany in the
area that was having a |lot of problenms then. |
suspect that it mght have been themthen even
though it was pretty far away. So | wasn't really
aware of the problem back then, how severe it was.
"' m now beconmi ng aware of it but not then

HEARI NG OFFI CER FROST: |s there anyone
el se that wants to nmake comment or question?

Okay. Last chance.

Okay. There being no one else, we are
going to close the hearing. Again, coments should
be submitted to the Agency in witing. They nust
be postmarked by nidni ght May 3, 2002. They should
be sent to 1021 North Grand Avenue East,

P. 0. Box 19276, Springfield, Illinois, 62794, to
the attention of Agency, the Agency Hearing

O ficer.
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I want to thank you all for com ng and
for submitting your conments and your questions,

and the record is cl osed.

(Which were all the proceedi ngs
had in the above-entitled

cause.)
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