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Determination of Attainment for the 2008 Lead National Ambient Air Quality Standard for the Lyons Nonattainment Area

Title:   Determination of Attainment for the 2008 Lead National Ambient Air Quality Standard for the Lyons Nonattainment Area

Federal Register Dates:  Final Rule 79 FR 77911 (Dec. 29, 2014) Proposed Rule 79 FR 46211 (Aug 7, 2014)

EPA Effective date:  January 28, 2015

State Submittal Date:  March 31, 2014

Affected Area:  Lyons, PA Nonattainment Area (Berks County and is bounded by Kutztown Borough, Lyons Borough, Maxatawny Township, and Richmond Township, was designated nonattainment for the 2008 Pb NAAQS. See 40 CFR 81.339.) 

Summary of the Plan 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) took final action to determine that the Lyons, Pennsylvania nonattainment area (hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Lyons Area’’ or ‘‘Area’’) has
attained the 2008 lead (Pb) national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS). On March 31, 2014, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, through the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, submitted a request to EPA to make a determination that the Lyons Area has attained the 2008 Pb NAAQS. This determination of attainment was based upon certified, quality-assured, and quality-controlled ambient air monitoring data from 2011–2013 which shows that the Area has monitored attainment for the 2008 Pb NAAQS. Additionally, as a result of this determination, EPA took final action to suspend the requirements for the Area to submit an attainment demonstration, together with reasonably available control measures (RACM), a
reasonable further progress (RFP) plan, and contingency measures for failure to meet RFP or attainment deadlines for so long as the Area continues to attain the 2008 Pb NAAQS. This determination did not constitute a redesignation to attainment. The Lyons Area will remain
designated nonattainment for the 2008 Pb NAAQS until such time as EPA determines that the Lyons Area meets the Clean Air Act (CAA) requirements for redesignation to attainment,
including an approved maintenance plan. 
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EPA’s Final Action
Determination of attainment. EPA has determined, as of December 29, 2014, based on quality-assured ambient air quality data for 2011 to 2013, that the Lyons, PA nonattainment area has attained the 2008 Pb NAAQS. This determination suspended the requirements for this area to submit an attainment demonstration, associated reasonably available control measures, a
reasonable further progress plan, contingency measures, and other planning SIPs related to attainment of the standard for as long as this area continues to meet the 2008 Pb NAAQS.
If EPA determines, after notice-and comment rulemaking, that this area no longer meets the 2008 Pb NAAQS, the corresponding determination of attainment for that area shall be withdrawn.


TABLE 1—2011–2013 DESIGN VALUES FOR LYONS AREA MONITORS
Site name AQS site ID
2011–2013
Design values
(μg/m3)
Lyons Boro ............................................................................................................................................................... 42–011–0021 *0.05
Lyons Park ............................................................................................................................................................... 42–011–0022 0.04

* The design value for Lyons Boro includes incomplete data for one 3-month period in 2011 and one 3-month period in 2012. EPA has deemed data for these incomplete 3-month periods valid for computing the site’s design value. Further explanation is provided in the TSD for this proposed rulemaking action.  Consistent with the requirements contained in 40 CFR part 50, EPA’s review of these data indicates that the Lyons nonattainment area has attained
the 2008 Pb NAAQS, with a 2011–2013 design value of 0.05 mg/m3 for the Area.  Additional information on EPA’s evaluation of the 2008 Pb NAAQS air quality data for the Lyons Area can be found in the TSD for this rulemaking action.
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