Novenber 21, 2001
Response to Comment s

Draft NPDES Permt for:
Gty of Sandpoi nt
Wastewater Treatnment Facility
NPDES No.: |D-002084-2

On May 2, 2001, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
issued a draft National Pollutant D scharge Elimnation System
(NPDES) permt to the Gty of Sandpoint for the discharge froma
wastewater treatnment facility. The Gty of Sandpoint owns and
operates the facility which treats donestic sewage from | oca
residents and conmmerci al establishnments. Follow ng treatnent the
effluent is discharged to the Pend Oreille River. The public
coment period for the draft permt extended thirty days from My
2 to June 1, 2001. No comments were received on the draft permt.

On July 26, 2001, EPA received a final certification fromthe
State of lIdaho pursuant to the provisions of Section 401 of the
G ean Water Act. The Section 401 certification finds that if the
facility conplies with the terns and conditions inposed by the
permt, there is reasonabl e assurance that the discharge wll
conply with Idaho Water Quality Standards and \Wastewat er Treat nent
Requi renents (Idaho standards). This certification was provided
inaletter to M. Robert Robichaud, EPA, fromM. Gaen P
Fransen, Regional Adm nistrator, |daho Departnent of Environnental
Quality, Coeur d Alene. The certification did include
stipul ati ons, discussed below, which resulted in two relatively
m nor revisions to the draft permt.

The draft permt includes |[imtations for both E coli and
fecal coliformbacteria based upon the Idaho standards. As
di scussed further in the certification letter, the Idaho
Departnment of Environnental Quality (IDEQ believes that both
[imtations provide approxi mately equival ent | evels of protection.
Therefore, |IDEQWII interpret the E coli limtation as a
surrogate for fecal coliformfor the purposes of eval uating
conpliance with Idaho standards. As a result of this
interpretation, the fecal coliformlimtation in the permt is
redundant and has been renoved fromthe final permt. |DEQ
request that E. coli limtations be retained in the final permt as
proposed with a sanpling frequency of five (5) sanples taken every
three (3) to five (5) days over a thirty (30) day period as
required by the standards. EPA has included the E.coli Iimtation
as proposed in the final permt.

The draft permt also includes a receiving water sanpling
program whi ch requires nonitoring for a nunber of paraneters
including flow |IDEQ points out in their certification letter
that the wdth of the river upstream of the discharge nakes it
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very difficult to obtain reliable flow recordings w thout

signi ficant equi pment purchase and personnel training. |DEQ
request that flow neasurenents not be required in the fina

permt. EPA concurs with this recommendati on and has renoved fl ow

measurenent fromthe receiving nonitoring provisions of the fina
permt.
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