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Sean Sheldrake 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Attn Of: ECL-ll 0 
1200 Sixth Ave. 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Subject:	 Request for informal consultation on the Port of Portland Terminal 4 Removal 
Action - Phase 1. 

Dear Mr. Sheldrake: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your biological assessment (BA) for 
the proposed Phase [ of the Terminal 4 Removal Action at the Port of Portland, Multnomah 
County, Oregon. Your letter, dated December 21, 2007, requesting section 7 consultation in 
accordance with the Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.), was received on December 27,2007. Of interest to the Service are effects to bull trout 
(Salvelinus confluentus) from your proposed project. 

Based upon information in the BA and information in our files we concur with the Corps' 
determination that the proposed action "may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect" bull 
trout for the following reasons: 

I.	 Bull trout are not thought to occur in the lower Willamette River, but are known to have 
occun'ed historically in the Columbia River. [n fact, bull trout OCCUlTence in the lower 
Columbia River, \vhile not unheard of, is sporadic at best, with very few confirmed 
observations. Further, neither the lower Willamette River nor lower Columbia River 
contains spawning or rearing habitat for bull trout. The nearest known spawning areas 
are greater than lOO miles from the action area, so it is unlikely that juvenile bull trout 
would be present in the area. Finally, any adult bull trout migrating through the project 
area would likely move aV\ay from the area during construction. 
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2 Sean Sheldrake 

If you have any questions or concerns about this consultation or the consultation process in 
general, please feel free to contact Greg Smith of my staff at (503) 231-6179. 

Sincerely, 

~"'\Cr 
rV'-'" Kemper M. McMaster 

State Supervisor 
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