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Introduction

1 INTRODUCTION

NW Natural entered into an Administrative Order on Consent (Order) with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on April 28, 2004, to perform a time-critical removal
action at the “Gasco” site (Site; EPA 2004a; Figure 1). The Order requires that NW Natural
perform a number of actions associated with removing a tar body (as defined in the Order) from
the riverbank and nearshore sediment adjacent to the Site. The extent of the tar body was
defined during the design characterization sampling (Figure 2). In accordance with the EPA-
approved Final Removal Action Project Plan (RAPP; Anchor 2005), removal of the tar body was
initiated in August 2005 and was completed in late October 2005.

Pending future implementation of a site-wide remedy, long-term monitoring of the tar body
removal occurred in 2006 and 2007 (referred to as Year 0 and Year 1 long-term monitoring) in
accordance with the EPA-approved Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MARP; Anchor 2006a).
Evaluation of the first two years of post-removal long-term monitoring results showed that a
revised monitoring approach was warranted to continue to collect useful information relevant
to the identified post-removal monitoring objectives. The revised monitoring approach was
summarized in a letter to EPA dated March 26, 2008, with the subject “Proposed Revised Long-
Term Pilot Cap Monitoring Approach - NW Natural “Gasco” Site.” EPA approved of this
approach in a letter to NW Natural dated April 30, 2008.

In summary, the revised monitoring approach consisted of the following activities and a
reporting procedure and schedule identical to those defined in the MARP (Anchor 2006a):
« Diver reconnaissance surveys once per summer during low river elevations
« Bathymetric surveys during summer low and winter high river elevation conditions
« Continued monitoring for the presence of product (i.e., tar or oil) in the hydraulic low
spot created by the removal action during the annual low river elevation diver
reconnaissance surveys
» Continued monitoring of the stability of the pilot cap armor and adjacent fringe through
completion of the semi-annual bathymetry surveys and annual diver reconnaissance
surveys
« Continued monitoring of depositional sediment concentrations both within the pilot cap

area and in the fringe cover area
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« Continued monitoring of the discrete near-bottom surface water concentrations at the
nine pilot cap monitoring stations and downstream and upstream “background”

stations

In accordance with the reporting requirements identified in the MARP (Anchor 2006a), the
remainder of this Data Summary Report provides the Year 2 Event 1 monitoring results. As
requested by EPA, this Data Summary Report includes a summary of the monitoring conducted

and methods used, tabulated results, data validation reports, and sampling location maps.
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