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Introduction 

1 INTRODUCTION 

NWNatural entered into an Administrative Order on Consent (Order) with the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on April 28, 2004 to perform a time‐critical removal

action at the “Gasco” site (Site; EPA 2004a; Figure 1). The Order requires that NW Natural

perform a number of actions associated with removing a tar body (as defined in the Order) from

the riverbank and nearshore sediment adjacent to the Site. The extent of the tar body was

defined during the design characterization sampling (Figure 2). In accordance with the EPA‐

approved Final Removal Action Project Plan (RAPP; Anchor 2005), removal of the tar body was

initiated in August 2005 and was completed in late October 2005.

Pending future implementation of a site‐wide remedy, long‐term monitoring of the tar body

removal is being conducted in accordance with the EPA‐approvedMonitoring and Reporting Plan

(MARP; Anchor 2006a). The MARP describes post‐removal monitoring objectives and provides

an overview of the monitoring approach, design of the monitoring program (e.g., sampling

strategy, station locations and replication, field sampling methods, and laboratory methods),

data analysis and interpretation, reporting requirements, post‐removal site control, contingency

response, and adaptive management. The objectives of the long‐term monitoring within the

removal action area are two‐fold: 1) to monitor the performance of the remedy with respect to

the removal action objectives (RAOs) identified in Section II of the Statement of Work (SOW)

attached to the Order; and 2) to evaluate the performance of the engineered pilot cap as a

method to minimize chemical movement from underlying sediments. The removal action was

an interim action, and the monitoring information gathered pursuant to the MARP is not

intended to monitor a permanent remedy.

In accordance with the reporting requirements identified in the MARP (Anchor 2006a), the

remainder of this data summary report provides the Year 1 Event 1 monitoring results. As

requested by EPA, this data summary report includes a summary of the monitoring conducted

and methods used, tabulated results, data validation reports, and sampling location maps.
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